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Agt.1, Warton’s Hiflory of Englifh Poetry, Vol. Il. conctupepd. 
See Review for Sept. Art. IX. 
ET us pafs over the unembellifhed reign of Henry the Se- 
venth, when the Mufes, if Mufes they might be called, 
produced nothing more than homilies in rhyme, and were mi- 
nifterial only to make creeds halt on lame feet, and controverfy 
jingle. The fpirit, the humour, the genius of Chaucer were 
no more—And what fhould occafion the miferable change ? 
What, but turning the yet fcanty ftream of Science into the 
channel of fchool-divinity, where its waters were loft, and its 
current obfcured, in the moft noxious weeds ! 
One folitary verfifier is all that Mr. Warton has noticed in 
this confiderable reign. His name was Hawes; and his princi- 
pal performance was called The Zemple of Glafs: the only valu- 
able part of which, the imagery, is chiefly borrowed from Chau- 
cer’s Houfe of Fame. He alfo wrote another poem, of fome 
eminence, called, Zhe Paftime of Pleafure. Of this we have 
herea long analyfis, which /egat quicunque volet. 

About the clofe of this reign was printed Alexander Barclay’s 
Ship of Fools : 

‘It was finifhed in the year 1508, and in the college of faint 
Mary Ottery, as appears by this rubric, ** The Suyp oF Forys, 
tranflated in the colege of faynt Mary Otery, in the counte of De- 
vonfhyre, out of Laten, Frenche, and Doch, into Enzglifhe tonge, 
by Alexander Barclay, prefte and chaplen in the fayd colledge, 
M.cccCc.viti*g Qur author’s fianza is verbofe, profaic, and te- 
dious : and for many pages together, his poetry is little better than 


acti 


“In folio. A fecond edition, from which | cite, was, printed 
with his other works, in the year 1570, by Cawood, in folio, with 
Curious wooden cuts, taken from Pinfon’s impreflion, viz. ‘* ‘The 
SHIP OF Fooies, wherein is fhewed the folly of all flates, with divers 
other works adjoined to the fame, &c.” This has both Latin and 
Englih. But Ames, under Wynkyn de Worde, recites ** The Ship 
of Fools in this World.” ato. 1517. Hist. Paint. p. 94.’ 

Vou. LIX, Y a trite 
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a trite homily in verfe. The title promifes much character and plea. 
fantry: but we fhali be difappointed, if we expect to find the foibles 
of the crew of our fhip touched by the hand of the author of the 
CanTEeBUKY LaLes, or expofed in the rough yet ftrong fatire of 
Pierce Plowmsn. He fometimes has a ftroke of humour: as in the 
following ftanza, where he wifhes to take on board the eight fe. 
condaries, or minor canons, of his college. ‘* Alexander Barclay ad 
Faruos, ut dent locum ocvo Secunparits beate Marie de Ottery 
gui quidem prima hujus ratis tranfira merentur »,” 

Softe, Foclis, fofte, a litle flacke your pace, 

Till 1 have fpace you to’ order by degree ; 

} have cyght neyghbours, that firft fhall have a place 

Within this my fhyp, for they moit worthy be: 

They may their learning receyve coftles and free, 

‘Their wales abutting and joining to the fchooles*; 

Noihing they can 4, yet nought will they learn nor fee, 

"therefore fhall they guide this one fhip of fooles. 
The ignorance of the Englifh clergy is one of the chief objects of his 
animadverfion. He fays*, 

For if one can flatter, and beare a hawke on his fift, 

He thal be made parfon of Honington or of Clift, 
Thefe were rich benefices in the neighbourhood of faint Mary Ot- 
tcry. He difclaims the profane and petty tales of the times. 

I write no jefle ne tale of Robin Hood‘, 

Nor fowe no fparkles, ne fede of vicioufnes ; 

Wife men love vertue, wilde people wantonnes, 

It longeth not my {cience nor cuning, 

For Philip the fparrow the dirige to fing. 
The laft line is a ridicule on his cotemporary Skelton, who wrote a 
Lire Boxe or Puiiip Sparrow, or a Dirge, 

For the foule of Philip Sparrow 

That was late flaine at Carowe, &c, % 
And in another place, he thus cenfures the fafhionable reading of 
his age: much in the tone of his predeceflor Hawes, 

For goodly {cripture is not worth an hawe, 

But tales are loved ground of ribaudry, 

And many are fo blinded with their foly, 

That no fcriptur thinke they fo true nor gode 

As 1s a foolith jeft of Robin hode *, 

‘ As a fpecimen of his general manner, I infert his character of 

the Student, or Bookworm: whom he fuppofes to be the Firft Fool 
in the veffel. 





» * Bel, 668.’ 

© * To the collegiate church of faint Mary Ottery a fchool was 
annexed, by the munificent founder, Grandifon, bifhop of Exeter. 
This college was founded in the year 1337.’ d« Know. 
Mi iy  « Fol. 23.’ & € See Skelton’s Works, 
p- 215. edit. 1736. This will be mentioned again, below. 
**¢ Fol. 23.’ 
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That ! in this fhip the chiefe place I governe, 
By this wide fea with foolis wandering, 

‘he caule is plaine and eafy to difcerne 5 
Still am I bufy bookes aflembling, 

For to have plentie itis a plea‘aunt thing, 

Tn my conceyt, to have them ay in hand ; 
Bot what they meane do I not underflande. 


But yet I have them in great reverence 

And honour, faving them from filth and ordure ; 
By often brufshing and much diligence, 

Full goodiy bounde in pleafaunt coverture 

Of damas, fattin, or els of velvet pure*: 

I keepe them fure fearing leaft they fhould be loft 
For in them is the cunning wherein I me boait, 





—— 


it] fubjoin the Latin from which he tranflates, that the reader 
may judge how much is our poet’s own, fol. 1. a. 
é 


Primus in excelfo teneo quod nave rudentes, 
Stultivagofque fequeor comites per flumina vafta, 
Non ratione vacat certa, fenfuque latenti : 
Congeftis etenim flultus confido libellis ; 

Spem guoque, nec parvam, congefta volumina prebent. 
Calleo nec verbum, nec libri fentio mentem : 
Attamen in magno per me fervantur honore, 
Pulveris et cariem plumatis tergo ilabellis. 

Aft ubi do&trinz cerramen volvitur, inquam, 
fedibus in nottris librorum culta fupellex 
Eminet, et chartis vjvo contentus opertis, 

Quas video ignorans, juvat et me copia fola. 
Conftituit quondam dives Ptolomeus, haberet 

Ut libros toto quafitos undique mundo; 

Quos grandes rerum thefauros effe putabat: 

Non tamen arcanz legis documenta tenebat, 
Quies fine non poterat vitz difponere curfum. 
En pariter teneo numerofa volumina, tardus: 
Pauca lego, viridi contentus tegmine libri. 

Cur vellem itudio fenfus turbare frequenti, 

Aut tam follicitis animum confundere rebus? 

Qui ftudet, affiduo motu fit ftultus et amens. 

Seu ftudeam, feu non, dominus tamen effe vocabor ; 
Et poffum fludio focium difponere noliro, 

Qui pro me fapiat, doctafque examinet artes: 
Aut fi cum dattis verfor, concedere malo 

Omnia, ne cogar fors verba Latina profari.’ 


k 
" Students and monks were anciently the binders of books. In 


th 
4 


.M 


e firit page of a manufcript Life of Concubranus, this note occurs, 
XConjuncrione dompni Wylielmi Edys monaillerii B. Marie 
odwenz virginis de Burton fuper Trent monachi, dum effet fiu- 


ve Oxonix, A. D. moxvil,.” See MSs. Cotton. CLeopatr. iie 

- MSS. Coll. Oriel. N. vi, 3. et 7. Art. The word Conjunctio 
satura, The book is much older than this entry,’ 

Y2 But 
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But if it fortune that any learned man 

Within my houfe fall to difputation, 

I drawe the curtaynes to fhewe my bokes then, 

That they of my cunning fhould make probation ; 

I Jove not to fall in alterication : 

And while the commen, my bookes I turne and winde, 
For all is in them, and nothing in my minde. 


Ptolomevs ! the riche caufed, lone agone, 
Over all the worlde good bookes to be fought, 


Dore was his commandement, &c. 
* * : * * 7 e * 


Lo in likewife of bookés I have ftore, 

But few I reade, and fewer underftande ; 

] folowe not their doétrine, nor their lore, 

It is enough to beare a booke in hande: 

fr were too much to be in fuch a lande; 

For to be bounde to loke within the boke 

] am content on the fayre coveryng to looke.—— 


Each is not lettred that nowe is made a lorde, 
Nor eche a clerke that heth a benefice; 

‘They are not all lawyers that plees do recorde, 
All that are promoted are not fully wife ; 

On fuch chance now fortune throwes her dice: 
That though one knowe but the yrifhe game 
Yet would he have a gentlemans name, 


So in likewife, Iam in fuch a cafe, 

Though I nought can ™, I would be called wife; 
Alfo I may fet another in my place 

Which may for me my bookés exercife ; 

Or els I will enfue the common guife, 

And fay conceda to every argument 

Left by much fpeech my Latin fhould be fpent °. 

‘ In one part of the poem, Prodicus’s apologue, of Hercules 
meeting Virruge and PLeasurg, is introduced. In the fpeech of 
PLeasuRF, Our author changes his metre; and breaks forth intoa 
lyrical ftiain, not totally void of elegance and delicacy, and in & 
rhythmical arrangement adopted by Gray. 

All my veltire is of golde pure, 

Mv gay chaplet with itonés fet, 

With couverture of fine afure, 

In filver net my haire upknet, 

Softe filke betwene, left it might fret ; 
My purple pall oercovereth all, 
Cleare as criftall, no thing egall.— 
With harpe in hande, alway I[ ftande, 
Pafling eche houre, in {wete pleafoir ; 
A wanton bande, of every lande, 

Are in my towre, me to honour, 





7 


. . e ory 
1 * Prolomeu Pailadelphus, for whom he quotes Jofephus, lib. xi. 
1 { a ’ ’ ae | 2 
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Some of valoir, fome bare and poore ; 
Kinges in their price fit by my fide: 
Every frefhe floure, of {wete odoure, 

‘Lo them I provide, that with me bide.— 
Whoeer they be, that folowe me, 

And gladly flee to my flandarde, 

They fhali be free, nor ficke, nor fee 
Adverfitie, and paynes harce. 

No poynt of payne fhall he fuflayne, 

But joy foverayne, while he is here; 

No froft ne rayne there fhall diflayne 
His face by payne, ne hurt his chere. 

He fhall his hede caft to no drede 

To get the mece ° and lawde of warre; 
Nor yet have nede, for to take hede, 
How battayles fpede, but ftande afarre. 
Nor yet be bounde to care the founde 

Of man or grounde, or trompet fhrill ; 
Strokes that redound fhall not confounde, 
Nor his minde wounde, but if he will, &c.? 

¢ All ancient fatirical writings, even thofe of an inferior caf, 
have their merit, and deferve attention, as they tranfmit pidclures of 
familiar manners, and preferve popular cuftoms. In this light, at 
leat, Barklay’s Snip oF Foots, which is a general fatire on the 
times, will be found entertaining. Nor muft it be denied, that his 
language is more cultivated than that of many of his cotemporaries, 
and that he contributed his fhare to the improvement of the Englifh 
phrafeology. His author, Sebaftian Brandt, appears to have been a 
man of univerfal erudition; and his work, for the moft part, isa 

} tiflue of citations from the ancient poets and hiftorians.’ 

Here we fee the meafures and language of poetry taking fome 
kind of form: but the miferable and very ridiculous humour of 
playing upon words, which prevailed in thofe times, threw a 
fad fhade upon their beft efforts. ‘Thus Barclay, in his enco- 


les mium on Alcock, Bifhop of Ely : 


of ‘ Yes fince his dayes a cocke was in the fen °, 
a I knowe his voyce among a thoufand men: 
loa He laught, he preached, he mended every wrong; 


But, Coridon, alas no good thing bideth long! 

He All was a Cock", he wakened us from flepe, 
And while we flumbered, he did our foldes kepe. 
No cur, no foxes, nor butchers dogges wood, 
Could hurte our fouldes, his watching was fo good. 
The hungry wolves, which that time did abounde, 
What time he crowed , abafhed at the founde. 








This 
°* Meed. Reward.’ P © Fol. 243. b.’ 
1° The ifle of Ely,’ ** Atcock.’ 
. ** Among Wren’s manufcript Colleétions (Regifir. parv. Con- 
! fftorii Elienfis, called the BLack Book) the following curious me- 
Hiorial, goncerning a long fermon preached by Alcock at faint 
- Y 3 Mary's 
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This cocke was no more abathed of the ‘oxe, 
Than is a lion abafhed of an oxe, 
When he went, faded the floure of al the fen; 
I bo ldly {weare this cocke trode never hea!’ 
He gives us the following idea of the fports, fpeStacles, ang 
pleafures of his age: 
‘ Some men deliteth beho!ding men to fight, 
Or goodly knightes in pieafaus it apnarayle, 
Or ilurdie fouldieres in bright harnes and male t.— 
Some glad is to fee thefe ladies beas nteous, 
Goodly appoynted in clothing iumpteous ; 
A sr ag of people appoynted i in like wife 
In coftly clothing, after the newett gife ; 
Sportes, difvifing “, fayre courfers mount and praunce, 
Or goodly ladies and knightes f ng and daunce: 
To fee favre houfes, and curious piGure, 
Or pleafaunt hanging *, or fumpteous vefture, 
O* iilke, of purpure, or golde moite orient, 
And other clothine divers and excellent: 
Hye curious buildinges, or palaces royall, 
Or chapels, temples fayre and fubfanciall, 
Images g:aven, or vaultes curious ’ ; 





—s 


Mary’s in Cam bridge, occurs. ‘* I, Alcock, divina gratia epifco. 
pus E lienfis prima die dominica, 1488, bonum et d/andum fermonem 
predicavi it in ecclefia B. Mariz Conbalicle, qui incipit in hora pri- 
ma poft meridiem et duravit in horam tertiam et ultra.”” He fome- 
times, and even in the epifcopal character, condefcended to fport 
with his own name. He publifhed an addrefs to the clergy affem- 
bled at Darnwell, under the title of GALLI canTus ad confratres 
fucs curatos in jy nodo apud Barnwell, 25 Sept. 1498. To which is 
annexed his ConsrituTion for celébrating certain feafts in his 
diocefe. Prin aa f r Pinfon, 1498. 4to. In the beginning is the 
figure of the bithop preaching to his clergy, with two cocks on 
each fide. And there is a cock in the firft page. By the way, 
Alcock wrote many other pieces. The Hitt or PerFection, from 
the Latin. For Pinfon, 1497. 4to. For Wynkyn de Worde, 1497. 
4to. Again, for the fame, 1501. 4to. Tue ABBY OF THE 
Hory Guosr that fhall be founded and grounded in a clear confcicn:t, 
in which abbey foall dreell fwenty and nine ladies ghoftly. For the 
fame 1531. 4to. Again, for che fame, without date, but before 
1500. 4t0, At the end, * Thus endeth without bot, The Abby of 
the holt goft.”’ [See MSs. Harl. 5272. 3.—1704. @. fol. 32. b. 
And MiSs. C.C.C. Oxon. 155. And MSS. Mors, 198] Spous 
SAGE OF A VirnGrIn TO CueisTt, 1486. 4to. Hometi® vULGA- 
RES MepitTariones Piz. A fragment of a comment upon the 
Seven PentrenrtaL Psatms, in weg” h verfe, is fuppofed to be 


by bifhop Alcock, MSS. Harl. 1704. 4. fol. 13.’ ; 
' ¢ Armour and coats of mail.’ .* AP} saralled in uniform. 
w § Mafques, &c.’ x ¢ Tapeftry.’ 


¥ * Roofs, curioufly vaulted.’ 


Gardeyns, 
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Gardeyns, and meadowes, or places? delicious, 
Forefts and parkes well furnifhed with dere, 

Cold pleafaunt ftreames, or wellcs fayre and clere, 
Curious cundytes, &c.’ 


3°7 


Mr. 





-_ 
z § Houfes, Seats.’ 


a¢ Ect. ii. I fhall here throw together in the notes, fome traits 
in thefe eclogues of the common cuftoms and manners of the times. 
A thepherd, after mentioning his fkill in fhooting birds with a bow, 


fays, EGi. 1. 
No fhephearde throweth the ax/etree fo farre. 


‘ A gallant is thus defcribed, Ec. il. 
For women ufe to love them moft of all, 
Which boldly bofteth, or that can fing and jet; 
Which hath the maittry oftimes in tournament, 
Or that can gambauld, or dance feat and gent. 
‘ The following forts of wine are recited, Ect, ii. 
As mufcadell, caprike, romney, and malmefy 
From Genoe brought, from Greece, or Hungary, 
¢ As are the dainties of the table, ibid. 
A fhepherd at court muft not think to eat, 
Swanne, nor heron, 
Curlewe, nor crane. 
* Apain, ibid. 
What fifhe is of favour fwete and delicious,;—— 
Rofted or fodden in fwete herbes or wine ; 
Or fried in oyle, moft faporous and fine, 
The pafties of a hart. 
The crane, the fefaunt, the pecoke, and curlewe, 
The partriche, plover, bittorn, and heron{ewe :=— 
Seafoned fo well in licour redolent, 
That the hall is full of pleafant fmell and fent. 
§ Ata feaft at court, ibid, 
Slowe be the fewers in ferving in alway, 
But {wit be they after, taking the meate away : 
A fpeciall cuftom is ufed them amonge, 
No good difhe to fuffer on borde to be long : 
If the difhe be pleafaunt, eyther flefhe or athe, 
Ten handes at once fwarme in the difhe: 
And if it be flefhe ten knives fhall thou fee 
Mangling the flefhe, and in the platter flee: 
‘lo put there thy handes is perill without fayle, 
Without a gauntlet or els a glove of mayle. 




















* The two laft lines remind us of a faying of Quin, who de- 
clared it was not fafe to fit down to a turtle-feaft in one of the 
city halls, without a bafket-hilted knife and fork, Not that I fup- 


pofe Quin borrowed his bon mots from black letter books. 


* The following lines point out fome of the feftive tales of our 


ancellors, EcL. iv. 
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Yet 
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Mr. Warton, though it does not appear to have been Within 
his plan, has very pertinently beftowed three fections on the 
Scottifh poetry within the era of which he has here been treat. 
ing—The principal poets he takes notice of are Dunbar, Gawen 
Douglafs, and Sir David Lindfay, whofe works we have often 
read with pleafure, and who, in the circumftances of claffical 
ornament, and brilliant fancy, were, in our opinion, fuperior 
to their Englifh cotemporaries, 

Our Author next proceeds to the reign of Henry the Eighth, 
and begins with Skelton, whofe hiftory is well enough known 
to be difpenfed with here. 

He then takes a general review of the progrefs of modern 
learning through that and the two fucceeding retgns; and con- 
cludes this volume with the following judicious and ingenious 
obfervations : 

‘ The cuftoms, inftitutions, traditions, and religion, of the mid. 
dle ages, were favourable to poetry. Their pageaunts, proceflions, 


~ 





Yet would I gladly heare {ome mery FiT 
Of Mayde Marian, or els of Robin Hood ; 
Or Bentley’s Ale which chafeth well the blood, 
Of Perte of Norwich, or fauce of Wilberton, 
Or buckith Toby well-ftuffed as a ton. 

¢ He mentions Bentley’s Ale, which maketh me to winke, Ect, ii, 

« Some of our ancient domeftic paftimes and amufements are fre- 
¢orded, Ect. iv. 
Then is it pleafure the yonge maydens amonge 
To watche by the fire the winter-nightes long :—— 
And in the athes fome playés for to marke, 
To cover wardens [pears] for faulte of other warke: 
To tofte white fhevers, and to make prophitroles ; 
And, aftir talking, oftimes to fill the bowles, &c, 
‘ He mentions fome mulical inftruments, Ect. il. 
— — — Methinkes no mirth is fcant, 
Where no rejoyfing of minftrelfie doth want : 
The bagpipe or fiddle to us is deleétable, &c. 
. * And the mercantile commodities of different countries and cities, 

GL, IV. 

England hath cloth, Bordeus hath ftore of wine, 
Cornwalle hath tinue, and Lymiter woolés fine. 
London hath fcarlet, and Briftowe pleafaunt red, &c. 

* Of fongs at feafls, &c. Ect. iv. 

When your fat difhes fmoke hot upon your table, 
Then laude ye fonges and balades magnifie, 

If they be merry, or written craftely, 

Ye clappe your handes and to the makinge harke, 
And one fay to another, lo here a proper warke. 

* He fays that minftrels and fingers are highly favoured at court, 
ef -% thofe of the French gife, Ecu.ii, Alfo jugglers and pipers, 
Eu, iv, 

Z fpectacles, 








wae e 


md 


aes — 


a 6—C ll *  r/.lUCUc lr lCU ee lOc eee eee 6 





‘Warton’s Hiftory of Poetry. Vol. II. 329 


fpectacles, and ceremonies, were friendly to imagery, to perfonifi- 
cation and allegory. Ignorance and fuperftition, fo oppolite to the 
real interefts of human fociety, are the parents of imagination. The 
yery devotion of the Gothic times was romantic. The Catholic 
worthip, befides that its numerous exteriour appendages were of a 
‘Gurefque and even of a poetical nature, difpofed the mind to a 
late of deception, and encouraged, or rather authorifed, every fpe- 
cies of credulity: its vifions, miracles, and legends, propagated a 
general propenfity to the Marvellous, and ftrergthened the belief of 
{pectres, demons, witches, and incantations. ‘Theie allufions were 
heightened by churches of a wonderful mechani{m, and conflruéted 
on fach principles of inexplicable architecture as had a tendency to 
imprefs the foul with every falfe fenfation of religious fear, The 
favage pomp and the capricious hercifm of the baronial manners, 
were replete with incident, adventure, and enterprife: and the in- 
tractable genius of the feudal policy, held forth thofe irregularities 
of conduct, difcordances of intereft, and diffimilarities of fituation, 
that framed rich materials for the minflrel-mufe. The tacit come 
pact of fafhion, which promotes civility by diffufing habits of uni- 
formity, and therefore deftroys peculiarities of character and fitua- 
tion, had not yet operated upon life: nor had domeittic convenience 
abolifhed unwieldy magnificence. Literature, and a better fenfe of 
things, not only banifhed thefe barbarities, but fuperfeded the mode 
of compofition which was formed upon them. Romantic poetry 
gave way to the force of reafon and inquiry ; as its Own inchanted 
palaces and gardens inftantaneoufly vanifhed, when tie Chriftian 
champion difplayed the fhield of truth, and baffled the charm of the 
necromancer. The ftudy of the claflics, together with a colder magic 
anda tamer mythology, introduced method into compofition: and 
the univerfal ambition of rivalling thofe new patterns of excellence, 
the faultlefs models of Greece and Rome, produced that bane of in- 
vention, Imitation. Erudition was made to act upon genius. 
Fancy was weakened by reflection and philofophy. ‘The fafhion of 
treating every thing fcientifically, applied f{peculation and theory to 
the arts of writing. Judgment was advanced above imagination, 
and rules of criticifm were eftablifhed. The brave eccentricities of 
original genius, and the daring hardinefs of native thought, were inti- 
midated by metaphyfical fentiments of perfection and refinement. 
Setting afide the confideration of the more folid advantages, which 
are obvious, and are not the diftinét object of our contemplation at 
prefent, the lover of true poetry will afk, what have we gained by 
this revolution? [t may be anfwered, much good fenfe, good tafte, 
and good criticifm. But, inthe mean time, we have Joft a fet of 
manners, and a fyftem of machinery, more fuitable to the purpofes 
of poetry, than thofe which have been adopted in their place. We 
have parted with extravagancies that are above propriety, with in- 
credibilities that are more acceptable than truth, and with fictions 
that are more valuable than reality.’ L, 
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Art. Il. Stri@ures on the prefent Pradice of Phyfe; fhewing its Ine 
fufliciency on many of the moft common and fatal Diforders, &c, 
In the Courfe of which are fome Obfervations on James’s Powder, 
&c. 12mo. 2s. 6d. bew. 1778. 


OCribimus indofli d>Alique—and on no art, politics excepted, 

more than that of phyfic. "Though it is more obfcure and 
complicated than even Britifh law, we all, in our turns, ere@ 
ourfelves into Judes, either in converfation, or in writing, on 
the cafes that come before us. It is a fubject indeed that comes 
home to us, and in which, accordingly, we all very naturally in- 
cereft ourfelves, SBefides the members of the faculty, regular 
and irregular, difintere/led velunteers fometimes prefent them. 
felves, and communicate their reafonings or reveries to the 
Public. 

In this latter order of writers we have fome grounds for 
clafing the anonymous Author of this performance; who, as 
we have been credibly informed, is not of the medical pro. 
feffion, nor has any private intereft to ferve by the prefent pub- 
lication ; but is a gentleman of family and fortune, who has 
made the art of phyfic his principal ttudy, and here communi- 

ates ta the world the refult of his inquiries, folely with a view 

that they may prove beneficial to mankind. With the fame 
view, though not biafled by the fame prejudices, particularly 
that {trong partiality for medical arcana which diftinguithes the 
Author, we fhall attend him through a part of his prefent 
ftrictures. 

The Author appears to mean well, and to be a man of obfer- 
vation, but itocked with too great a portion of credulity, which, 
however, is wholly confined to the virtues of unknown medi- 
cines. Like fome /efaries in religion, he can fwallow any ab- 
furdities, except thofe of the cffabli/hment. His prepofleffions in 
favour of the claims of occult phyfic, or empiricifm, are great 
indeed ! ‘fames’s Powder, for inftance, is defcribed as poflefled, 
like Van Helmont’s Archeus, of the higheft medical difcernment. 
It does not, we are told, refemble the vulgar herd of powerful 
mcdicines, which are dangerous two-edged weapons, qualified 
to produce the greateft benefit, or the greateft injury, accord- 
ing as they are properly or improperly adminiftered.—No— 
this © Divine Remedy is reprefented as fo intelligent, that, it 
hould fcem, the mereft zenoramus might adminilter it, and then 
jafely leave it to its own difcretion. 

When other medicines, fays the Author, have been very 
much mifapplicd, © it at once points out the miflake, and fhews 
the true feat and nature of the complaint. If the diforder be 
intirely owing to a ftoppage of perfpiration, it operates only as 
a {weat; 
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a fweat; if it be in the ftomach, asavomit; if in the intef- 
tines, as a purge: if the diforder be complicated, the effect of 
the medicine is complicated likewile, and exactly proportioned 
to the refiftance it meets with.’ ‘ Where given in a diforder 
not a proper furbject for it, it remains perfectly neuter; and 
never (within my experience at leaft) militated on the wrong 
fde’—A fecond Solomon furely;—-We mean the powder. 

On fecond thoughts however, our memory deceives us, 
or we have perceived fomething like this difcerning and accom- 
modating {pirit in fome of the well-known antimonial prepara- 
tions of the fhops, nay even in the humble root of zpecacoanha. 
We have feen them raife falutary riots in the ftomach3; or ex- 
cite a temporary and beneficial tumult in the inteftines; or, 
not finding the enemy lodged in either of thefe two places, feek 
him out, and drive him from his lurking holes, through the 
kin: according to the train in which they found matters within 
the patient’s body. Nay we have fometimes likewife found 
them refemble the Author’s favourite in their difpofition to 
peace, Or towards a perfect neutrality: but whether they are as 
competent judges of the occafton when fuch neutrality is for 
the patient’s advantage, we fhali not pretend to determine. 

With refpect to this fame powder, the Author further tells 
us that © it would take whole volumes to communicate the va- 
riety of furprijing cures e rected by it under his own obferva- 
tion ;’ and that in mumberle/s inttances, in cafes of acute fevers 
of the moft alarming kind, he mever knew it fail, except in 
one; when it was adminiftered too late. But with all due ree 
fpect to the Author’s character, we mutt take the liberty to in- 
form him, that, with regard to matters of fad, the Public will, 
probably, fcarce pay much attention to the atteftation of an 
unknown or anonymous writer; efpecially of one who © rejoices 
in having concealed his name,’ and feels a fecret comfort in 
not having fo ftaked his reputation, as to be under the necef- 
lity of defending it;’ fhould any of the phyfical tribe conde- 
{cend to animadvert upon his performance. 

The Author, though fo tender of his own reputation, thro’ the 
mere fear of criticifm, and thro’ indolence, as himfelf acknow- 
ledges, more than once attacks the regular phyfician who pleads 
reputation as his motive for not preicribing jome of the popular 
noftrums of the prefent day, or for not haftily adopting new 
modes of practice. But we think his plea is a good one, and 
more admiffible than that of the Auther. Befides, is not his 
reputation and his patient’s welfare connected ? When he fears 
for his reputation therefore, it requires no great itretch of can- 
dour to infer that he fears likewife to hurt his patient, by ven- 
turing on hazardous deviations from the ufual track of pradtice. 
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But the fever powder is only one in a multitude of infallibles, 
with the criminal neglect or rejection of which the Author 
charges the orthodox. * In canine madnejs, fays he, that moft 
dreadful of all diforders, mankind finding no relief from pro- 
feffional fkill, have fled for fuccour to unlcttered experience and 
tradition, from whence xever-farling remcdies have been pro- 
cured. Mylelf can atteft the znfaliibrlity of an Old Woman's me- 
dicine’-—[ The Author is downright ferious} * from its fuccefs 
in an hundred inftances, without a fingle mifcarriage. The 
Lancafhire, Linzelnfhire, and Torguin recipes will maintain each 
its own reputation againft any thing but folly and prejudice,’ 

The comprehentive faith 1a noitrums which this well-mean- 
ing Gentleman poflefles, is not yet exhautted ; and is perhaps 
ftill more ftrikingly exemplified in the following quotation. 
¢ In regard to the King’s evil, the faculty having for ages Con- 
fefled its ignorance of a cure, fuperitition took advantage of it, 
and ufurped the feat of fcience, even in a Proteftant country, 
and an enlightened age; but fortunately fhe is now dethroned, 
and from the objcure/? corners we are furnifhed with infallible re- 
medies, which, yet, from prejudice are but little known.’— 
How can this good man be fo very credulous! Is it poffible 
that even one infallible remedy, for this or any other difeafe, 
could long remain unknown? An infallible, or even an effica- 
cious remedy, will force its way (witnefs the bark) even from 
the fartheft parts of the world, under every difadvantage, to the 
knowledge of the Public.—There can indeed be little room at 
this time for any complaints of the want of alacrity in encoura- 
eine noffrums, whether infallible or not. They are become the 
objects of a very extenfive and lucrative trafic, by which the 
numerous adventurers and their agents pick up a comfortable 
livelihood from a difcerning Public.’ 

Though thefe and other inftances of the Author’s credulity 
might render it unneceflary for us to pay any further attention 
to his ¢ Strictures’ on phyfic, and the conduét of phyficians, we 
fhall however take notice of fome of his reflections, merely with 
a view to counteract the ravages of empiricifm: making ufe of 
his book only as a text, that furnifhes us with an opportunity 
of throwing out a few obfervations which naturally occurred to 
us in the perufal of it. 

Some of the Author’s Strictures on the conduét of the ore 
thodox, or the regulars of the faculty, are undoubtedly applica- 
ble to a part of them, who contentedly and /nugly jog on in the 
old routine, and quietly take their fees; in fhort, who ftudy 
only the craft, rather than the art, of phyfic. But this is not 
the general character of the faculty, confidered as a body: for 
we icarce know a profeflion, the members of which fhew more 
readingls 
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readinefs in adopting any new propofal that appears to have a 
tendency to improve their art. Among other inftances that firft 
occur to us, We may mention their trials, or adoption, of the 
Oleum Ricini, the Columbo Root, Chittick’s noftrum, or folvent 
for the ftone, Electricity, Fixed Air, &c. and even fames’s Pow- 
der; which laft many of them prefcribe, either from real con 
viction of its merir, or merely in conformity to the humours 
of the patient, or his friends,—confidering its adminiftration 
as a matter of indifference: while others equally honeit and in- 
telligent, and not actuated by ‘ envy,’ or by * bafe and unge- 
nerous motives,’ reject it, on their feeing no good reafons to 
prefer this arcanum to fome of the éxown preparations of anti- 
mony. ‘The Author accufes thefe laft—nay ‘ nine out of ten 
of the regular practitioners’ — of inconfiftency ; in alleging that 
they do not choofe to $ ufe a medicine the ingredients of which 
are not publickly known,’ and yet declaring that this compofi- 
tion ‘is no myftery, no new difcovery:’ but the inconfiftency, 
we apprehend, is rather verbal than real, or exifts only in his 
manner of ftating their defence. 

In the quotation laft given from the Author, the faculty are 
faid * to have confefled their ignorance of a cure, &c.’—But 
this is furely a proof of their honefty. We fhould be glad to 
hear his modeft friends the empirics make fuch humiliating con- 
fefions, or favour us with a little hint now and then of their 
mifcarriages. 

‘ The improvements in the art of phyfic, fays the Author, 
bear no proportion to the means feemingly employed for that 
end.’—Alas ! this is but too true !—It is not however the fault 
of the phyfician; but a natural confequence of the difficulty 
and obfcurity of his art, which certainly afford matter of la 
mentation, rather than of reproach with regard to the profeflors 
of it. 

‘ The caufe, however, why phyfic has fo little to boaft of,’ 
the Author afcribes to the faculty. Certain * moft efficacious 
remedies,’ it feems,—‘ the offspring of quackery,’ indeed, * are 
too often rejected as fuch, by them, with the greateft contempt, 
notwithftanding the moit indubitable proof of their fuccefs daily 
obtrude themfelves on our notice. —Empiricifm, it is true, when 
fuscefsful, is fufficiently obtrufive. When the exhibition of a 
nofirum is followed by a recovery, the whole neighbourhood 
take cognizance of the event ; and the intelligence is circulated 
with eagernefs, even by thofe who have no intereft in it; and 
is extended and corroborated by advertifements and affidavits, 
by thofe who have. But when the poor regular, in the ** noi/2- 
lefs tenour of his way,” is daily difpenfing health or relief to the 
little circle around him, Fame does not think herfelf bound to 
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take any notice of his proceedings *: and it is only when he 
fails to relieve or cure, that fhe bufies herfelf about him, 

It would be pleafint enough to give the hiftory of the origin; ' 
progrefs, flate, declenfion, and final extinction of a quack me- 
dicine :—to inguire, for inftance, what has been the fate of 
thofe that have been purchafed by princes and parliaments ;— 
what is become of the many infallible well-attefted noftrums of 
the Iaft century ;—and to caft an eye on a fortunate and more 
Jong-lived individual, that has acquired rank, and a temporary 
eftablifhment, in a national difpenfatory: where, however, 
dtrange to tell, its virtues,;—as when a modern patriot has been 
ennobled —inftantly begin to depart from it: the mafk, in fhort, 
drops off; and it becomes as very ax in/ignificant as any in the 
Medical Court Calendar. 

« Experience,’ the Author tells us, ‘ is the only fure cuide, 
—But though we are by no means inclined * to fhut a door 
againft experience,’ or ¢ to put out one of the eyes of phyfic ;’ 
we cannot think that medical experiments on flefh and blood are 
to be tried or. repeated with as little ceremony or caution, as 
when the chemift or experimental philofopher operates upon 
dead matter ;—or that a confcientious phyfician ought, on flen- 
der grounds, to difband his well-known and tricd veterans— 
‘ceble as we forrowfully acknowledge many of them to be—to 
take the field with a company of raw recruits, difcuifed im vi- 
fers, and who, to ufe the Author’s exprefiion, may perchance 
‘ militate on the wrong fide.’ 

We fhall take no notice of the Author’s StriGtures relating to 
the gout, thouvh they conftitute the greater part of the bulk of 
this volume, further than to obferve that, in confequence of 
his falutary advice and argutnents in favour of abftinence and 
exercife,. and fome of his other obfervations and calculations re- 
fpecting this difeafe, the perufal of them may be of ufe to the 
arthritic, or the candidate for arthriticifm: though we think it 
fomewhat extraordinary that fo determined an advocate for em- 
pirici/m fhould dive fo deep into the very abyfs of theory, and 


* make the learned f{mile’ at his profound fpeculations on acids 
and alcalis. 
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* Were an apothecary of extenfive practice to keep, and publihh, 
a regular regiiier of the fevers, for inftance, which he daily and ex- 
temporancoufly Cures, Or. nips in the bud, by the adminiftration of a 
few grains of ipecacoanha, or tartar emetic; his printed cafes might 
rival even thole of the érregular. He might equal him even in the 
article of miraculous recoveries ;—not effeéted however, he would 4o- 


nefily own, by the powers of medicine, but by the hidden and power- 
ful refources of Nature. 
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We may be thoucht perhaps to have beftowed too much at- 
tention on this Shandean volume: but empiricifm is fo much 
the ton of the prefent age, and the confidence placed in its in- 
terefted pretenfions is productive of fo much evil to the com- 
munity, and particularly to the credulous, and the impatient,— 
who expect more from. phyfic than phyfic can perform :—that 
we thought we could not employ a few pages of our Journal 
more laudably than in offering fome curfory oblervations on 2 
fubject of fuch general concern: making ule of a few of the 
refent Author’s Strictures only as affording us an occafion of 
circulating a few antido es to the poifon which he has unde- 

eect | 

fignedly difpenfed in thefe fheets. , — 
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Art. IN. Letters dctween Lord Hervey and Dr, Middleton concernivg 
the Roman Senate, Publifhed from the criginal Manufcripts by 
Thomas Knowles, D. D. Reétor of Ickworth, in Suffolk. ato. 
12s. Boards. Cadell. 177%. 

i hex fubject difcuffed in thefe Letters will, to many Readers, 
% appear dry and uninterefting ; but to thofe who are con- 

verfant with the hiflory of Rome, and are defirous of beine ac- 
uainted with every thing relating to the government, laws, 

and policy of a people that make fo diflinguifhed a figure in 
the annals of mankind, it will appear both curious and enter- 
taining. As it has not been profefiedly treated by any of the 
ancients, there is much recom for conje€ture, and great obfeu- 
rity in every part of the queftion. ‘The facts and cafes, too, re- 
lating to it, which are incidentally mentioned in hiftery, have 
the appearance of fo much inconfiftency, that it is extremely 
dificult to reduce them to any uniform fyftem. It is pleafant, 
however, to fee two fuch combatants as Lerd Hervey and Dr. 
Middleton in the field, fupporting their different opinions with 
fo much ability and politenefs, and advancing almoft every 
thing that can throw light upon fo difficult a queftion, We 
fhall lay before our Readers the fentiments of each, leaving 
them to judge on which fide the greateft probability lies ; for 
as to certainty, Lord Hervey, who appears to have ftudied the 
Roman hiftory with care and attention, after producing a 
great variety of quotations from writers of the moft refpected 
authority, acknowledges that it is impoflible to frame any 
uniform fyftem, which may not be objected to, under the fanc- 
tion of fome great author, with regard cither to the manner of 
filling up the Roman fenate at different periods, from its firft in- 
flitution to the time of the emperors; or to the number, of 
which it confifted, whether limited or unlimited, during the 
frit four hundred years after the eftablifhment of the confular 
government. Many of the authors whom he cites, are, in 
their accounts of thefe circumftances, quite inconfiftent with 
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one another, and fome of them inconfiftent even with theme 
felves. His Lordfhip only gives his opinion from conje@ure 
and from what he thinks probability ; and the fum of what “i 
advances is as follows: 

The fenate, at its firft eftablifhment (notwithftanding the 
judicial and legiflative power it afterwards acquired) was no. 
thing more than the king’s council. In this light not only 
Feftus, Eutropius, and Livy reprefent the fenate, but even 
Dionyfius himfelf. It is therefore highly probable, his Lord. 
fhip fays, that each member of this council was merely, as 
Livy and Plutarch relate, the choice of the king, and not as 
Dionyfius reports, elected by the people. Nor is there the 
leaft ground to imagine, he tells us, from any author whatever, 
except Dionyfius, that during the whole regal government, the 
people had directly, or indirectly, actually, or virtually, any 
fhare or concern at all in the choice of the fenators,x—The 
firft inftitution, in a word, every augmentation, and every fup- 
ply on vacancies, he fuppofes to have depended entirely on the 
will and authority of the kings. Nor does he, like Monfieur 
Vertot, imagine the reafon why Dionyfius has reported other. 
wife, proceeded from his republican {pirit, but from what every 
body who reads him muft find in his manner of defcribing every 
inftitution, law, or cuftom among the Romans, viz. an affec- 
tation of tracing its origin from fome fimilar pra€tice in the 
Grecian ftates, in order, from his partiality to that country, 
to give Greece the honour of having furnifhed the fketch of 
every plan, on which the Roman government was framed, and 
the Roman greatnefs raifed. 

Soon after the expulfion of Tarquin, and the eftablifhment 
of the confular government, the fenate, which, by many con- 
demnations to death, or exile, the laft king had reduced te lefs 
than half its complement, was filled up to its former number 
of three hundred ; this fupply, according to every hiftorian, was 
made out of the plebeians ; and in all probability, his Lordhhip 
fays, by the fole power of the confuls, fince no author relates 
otherwife, and ali authors agree that the confular power at firft 
differed fiom the regal powers in no particulars but that of 
being annual, inflead of perpetual, and divided between two 
perfons, inftead of being vefted in a fingle one. 

Till the time of the cenfors then, Lord Hervey tells us, there 


is not the leaft reafon to imagine, that the people had any | 


hand in promoting any man to the fenatorial rank.—From the 
time that the people were allowed to chufe the annual magif- 
trates out of their own body, till the time the commonwealth 
fell into confufion, which ended, as confufion generally does, 
with a total lofs of liberty; the only difficulty in accounting 
for the filling up of the fenate, his Lordfhip fays, is to recon- 
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cile the right of the annual magiftrates to enter the fenate, with 
the power of the cenfors. And this, he thinks, may be done 
by diftinguifhing between a right to vote in the fenate, and being 
7 (nator, which were two different privileges, and quite dil- 
tint honours. The firft was obtained by virtue of exercifing 
any public office, from the quzeftorfhip to the confulfhip ; and 
was confequently conveyed by the people; whereas the iaft was 
adignity conferable only by the cenfors. Feftus fays, that 
thofe who held any public office in the ftate, and by virtue of 
that office voted in the fenate, were neverthelefs no fenators till 
made fo by the cenfors, And Aulus Gellius, in his chapter 
ypon the Pedarii Senatores, {ays the fame thing. 

Thefe two clafles were always diftinguifhed even in the edict 
that convoked the fenate; the form of the edict, as may be feen 
inmany writers, being to convene the fenators, and all thofe who 
had a right to vote in the fenate. 

Nor was the difference, according to Aulus Gellius, between 
the voters in the fenate, and the confirmed fenators, fo uncfien- 
tial, as it may at firft appear ; for thofe, who had only a right 
tovotein the fenate, and were not enrolled fenators, had no 
right to {peak there, and could only pafs in filence to one fide 
or the other, when a divifion was made on the point in debate. 
Whereas an enrolled fenator had a right, when he gave his 
vote, to fpeak as long as he pleafed, and on what he thought 
fit: a privilege, which amounted toa power of ftopping all 
proceedings for that day, and was often fo ufed. 

From the flory of Fabius Maximus and Craffus, related by 
Valerius Maximus, b. 2, c. 2. there appears to have been ano- 
ther very effential difference between a fenator, and a voter in 
the fenate; for by that ftory one muft imagine that thofe who 
were enrolled fenators, had not only the fole right of debating 
any queftion that came into the fenate, but were like a fecret 
committee, or cabinet council, who previoufly weighed every 
propofal that was to be made in a general fenate, and deter- 
mined whether it fhouid be brought in or not. 

The power of taking cognizance of the manners of every 
Roman citizen, was firft annexed to the cenforfhip, when the 
ofice itfelf was disjoined from that of the confulihip, in the 
three hundred and eleventh year of Rome, as may be feen in 
Livy, b. 4. c. 8. But the power of chuling the new {enators 
was not transferred from the confuls to the cenfor till near a 
hundred years afterward, in the tribunefhip of Ovinius: and it 
was then given to the cenfors by the people, to revenge the 
breach of the Licinian law (which law ordained that one of the 
coniuls fhould always be chofen out of the plebeians) for both 
the confuls being that year patricians, and one of the cenfors 
that year, for the firft time, being a plebcian, the tribune Ovi- 
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nius put the people upon this expedicnt to do themfelves juftice, 
and mortify the nobility. 

When the annual magiftrates were not fufficient to fupply 
the vacancies in the fenate, the cenfors chofe whom they 
pleafed. And that the annual magiftrates were feldom enough 
to fupply the vacancies, may ealily be concluded, when one 
confiders how few they were, and how many vacancies mutt be 
made in fo large a body as three hundred men, by natural deaths, 
the chance of perpetual war, and the purgations made by the 
reforming authority of the cenfors. 

The filling up of the fenate then from the Ovinian tribune- 
fhip till the time of the Gracchi, Lord Hervey thinks, depended 
entirely on the cenfors ; for though he allows that the annual 
magiftrates, at the expiration of their office, had a fort of claim 
and pretenfion to be put on the roll of fenators, by the cenfors ; 
yet as the cenfors, under the pretence of reformation, had an 
uncontroulable power to remove fenators already enrolled, fo 
on the fame pretence they could, if they pleafed, refufe to en- 
roll, and even without giving any reafon; fince their manner 
both of expelling or admitting fenators was merely by omitting 
or inferting a name in the ceremony of calling over the roll. 

Though the cenforfhip therefore, at its original inftitution 
by Servius Tullius, was nothing more than the office of num- 
bering the people, and taking the valuation of their eftates, and 
an office annexed firft to the royal authority, and afterward to 
the confular power ; yet when it was detached from the confu- 
Jar power, and erected into a feparate office, with the power of 
filling up the fenate annexed; from that time, as the cogni- 
zance of the manners of every citizen of Rome was alfo in their 
department, his Lordfhip looks upon the cenfors to have been 
full as.abfolute in the city and the civil government, with re- 
gard to all promotions and degradations, from the fenate down 
to the loweft tribe, curia, or century, as the confuls were in 
the camp and the military government, 

Ever after the time of the Gracchi, the ftate was either in 
fuch confufion, or fuch abfolute flavery, that his Lorathip 
thinks there was no regular method at all obferved in filling up 
the fenate, or any juftice in purging it. Whoever had the fo- 
vereign power in his hand, under what title foever he feized or 
poflefied it, modelled the fenate by the introduction of new 
members, or the expulfion of old ones, juft as he thought fit. 

As to the number of fenators, they were firft one hundred; 
after the peace with the Sabines they were increafed to two hun- 
dred ; by Tarquin the Elder, to three hundred ; and were never 
more than three hundred, till the time of the Gracchi. To 
what number Gracchus or Sylla increafed them is uncertain. 


In Cicero’s time they were not lefs than four hundred and fif- 
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teen, aS appears by his letter to Atticus, b. 3. ep. 14. Ccefar, 
according to Appian, Dion Caffius, and Suetonius, increafed 
chem to nine hundred; and the Triumvirs, according to the 
fme authors, to above a thoufand. Auguttus reduced them 
again to three hundred, according to Suetonius, or to fix hun- 
dred, according to Dion Caffius ; what number they confifted 
of afterwards is uncertain. 

A monied qualification for a fenator was neceflary, but the 
noble Letter-writer fays he can no where find when it was firft 
inftituted. T hefum wasoriginally eighthundred thoufand fefterces, 
and increafed by Auguftus to one million two hundred thoufand. 

A qualification of age was neceilary to being a fenator, but 
what that age was is uncertain. Sigonius confefles he cannot 
abfolutely fettle it. But confidering that the annual magif- 
trates, at the expiration of their office, were generally electe 
by the cenfors into the fenate; and that any man at twenty- 
feven years of age might be made queftor, Lord Hervey thinks 
it reafonable to conclude, that at twenty-eight he was capa- 
ble of being made a fenator. 

This is the fubftance of what is here advanced upon the 
fubject, and we have given it in as narrow a compats as we 
could, in his Lordfhip’s own words.~ Dr. Middleton’s opi- 


nQ 


nion is, that in regard to the choice and nomination of f{ena- 
tors, the kings, the confuls, and the cenfors, acted only mi- 
nifterially and fubordinately to the fupreme will of the people, 
inwhom the proper and abfolute power of creating fenators al 
ways refides. But itis unneceflary to {well this Article with an 
account of what the Doétor has advanced in fupport of bis opi- 
nion, as he himfelf informs us, that the firft part of his trea- 
tife on the Roman fenate (publifhed many years ago) contains 
the fubftance of his letters to Lord Hervey upon that firbject. 
He acknowledges that Lord Hervey has confiimed his general 
argument by ftrong and clear teitimonies, urged with great 
pirit, and illuftrated by many ingenious oblervations o1 the 
conttitution of the Roman government; and concludes his Jait 
letter to his Lordfhip in the following manner: 

* Though a natural fondnefs for one’s own opinion may in- 
cline me to think it more probable, and better grounded, than 
others will allow; yet as it is drawn from an accumulative ev:- 
dence of circumftances and teftimonies, not very clear, | can 
readily fee that your Lordfhip’s hypothefis has the advantage, 
and will be thought the more folid or plaufible by the genera- 
lity of readers, 


- 


But however I may fall fhort in the point of 
convincing, I have had my full fhare of the entertainment, 
that your Lordfhip mentions to have received from this revival 
of the old flame, and the fporting again, as it were, with our 


youthful ftudies. I never recur to thefe without a frefh plea- 
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fure; and have never found fo much, as when in partnerfhip 
with your Lordfhip ; who has the art of throwing a fubject 
into every light, where it can be viewed to any advantage ; and 
of extracting whatever it can poffibly yicld either to our plea. 
fure, or our profit.’ 

This fhort extract may ferve as a fpecimen of the polite and 
Jiberal manner, in which this controverfy was conduéted; and 
we cannot help exprefling our wifhes that all controverfies of 
the fame kind were carried on with the fame f{pirit : 

Lord Hervey concludes his laft letter, excepting one, in the 
following manner: 

‘ J will make no apology to you for the length of this reply, 
nor for that of my former differtations, but on the contrary will 
own to you, that notwithftanding the drynefs of the original 
point in view, as various other fubjects, in the purtuit of that 
point, have, through the courfe of my reading, incidentally oc. 
curred, and feveral circumftances of ancient hiftory been ca. 
fually drawn into the vortex of this Inquiry (if I may be al. 
Jowed that expretiion) ; io 1 flatter myfelf, that you may read 
thefe papers, in fome degree, with the fame amufement, that J 
write them; that what has hindered them from being tedious 
to me in the colleclion, may make them not wholly unenter- 
taining to you in the perufal; and that the fame circumftances, 
that have enlivened the progrefs of this fearch to me, may re- 
commend the fruits of it to you. Poffibly my vanity may carry 
me flill farther (it is a leader that feldom ftops fhort) ; it may 
make me hope, that all 1 have written will not be altogether 
unufeful neither: for though it will tell you nothing you had 
not been informed of before, yet it may bring things again into 
your remembrance, which you will not be forry to retain there, 
and which would otherwife perhaps have efcaped it. And if af- 
ter a!l the proofs I have laboured to bring, in fupport of my 
own fentiments, I fhall happen, like many writers and fpeakers, 
thouch thoroughly convinced myfelf, to have convinced only 
myfelf, | muft make my apology in the words of a very learned 
author, ana only add, Nihil habeo quod in tanta Auélorum diver- 
fitate dicere poffim, nift inter Romane Hiftcrie fcriptores veteres, 
unde hae dejumnpfi, non bene conveniffe in hac re, ut in multis alus 
éicamus *®,’ 

We fhall conclude with acquainting our Readers, that the 
Editor of this collection informs us in his preface, that, though 
Lord Hervey was averfe to the propofal of printing his Letters 
in his life-time, he had prepared them for the prefs, and that 
they were often tranfcribed, revifed, and corrected, till every 


part had received the finifhing ftroke from his own pen. PR 
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*® * Nicol, Gracchii, de comitiis Romanorum, |, i.’ A 
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Agt. IV. Mifcellanies in Profe and Verfe, by Percival Stockda'e, 
, 1zmo. 338, Flexney. 1778. 


T is to be regretted that writers, whofe genius might pere 
] haps enable them, after a long and patient exertion of their 
faculties, and a cautious revifion of their productions, to ap- 

ar with reputation before the Public, fhould either through 
adeficiency of tafte, or redundancy of vanity, fancy that all 
the hafty pieces, which have cafually fallen from their pens, in 
the moments of indolence or ill humour, are worthy to be 
carefully collected and preferved for the benefit of pofterity. A 
piece may be amufing in a circle of friends, or may anfwer 
the purpofe of a prefent occafion, when neither the fubjeét nor 
the execution give it any title to perpetuity. It would be a 
welcome diminution of our labours, and, we apprehend, would 
be no lofs to the world, if authors, inftead of thinking it necef- 
fary to publifh all they write, would learn to cull the choiceft 
flowers from the ftores which their fertile invention produces, 
and prefent them to the public eye with a dewe and {paring 
hand. 

Our prefent Author profeffes to be of the fame opinion. He 
remarks, that mifcellaneous publications have, of late years, 
loft their credit, from injudicieus or negligent editors, or from 
a felfifh determination to make a volume of a certain fize. He 
allures the Public that, in preparing the following Mifcella- 
nies for the prefs, he has been careful to prevent each of thefe 
objections ; and that he has omitted feveral pieces which he 
had once intended to publifh, that nothing abfolutely unwor- 
thy of a perufal might appear in this collection: and he hopes 
that in thofe pieces, which, from their titles may be thought 
merely perfonal, and local, and temporary, the juft and liberal 
critic will find objects of general entertainment and ufe. 

Notwithftanding thefe precautions, we muft however declare, 
and we hope without harzarding our reputation for juitice or 
liberality, that we find many pieces in this Mifcellany fo ex- 
ceedingly trivial and uninterefting, and fo flightly finifhed, that 
we cannot but think the collection, fmall as it is, would have 
been more perfect, if it had been much fmaller. Verfes, which 
are little more than the ebullitions of {pleen againft part.cular 
perfons ; letters, on topics in which the Public have no concern; 
apreface already prefixed to its proper work; a dedication in- 
tended to have been offered, and a prologue intended to have 
been fpoken, are among the articles which we think any hand, 
except the Author’s, would have cancelled. We however ob- 
letve, with pleafure, a confiderable fhare of merit in feveral 
pieces in this collection, particularly in the firft letter on tra- 
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vellinx, in fome parts of the poetical fragments at the clofe of 
the volume, and in the following poetical epiftle : 
© The Lady who is the princtpal object in the following Poem, J yet 
highly efteem for her mof) refpectable V irtues, and admire for hey 
elegant Ta/te. Sept. 20th, 1777, 
‘To 











I. 
You faw, my friend, in W ’s wood, 
My rural tribute to the Nine; 
For there, you fay, uninjured ftood 
Maria’s name prefixed to mine. 
If. 
That bold infcription, in your grove, 
[ cut, with too afpiring claim ; 
(Hfow warm imaginations rove !) 
I thought it poetry, and fame. 
Hil. 
Her friendfhip, carved in ruftic ftyle, 
I thought excelled elaborate lays ; 
] thought her {til approving {mile 
Would crown me with immortal praife. 
IV. 
Bat my fad hittory’s prefent page 
Brings your old prophet to my view; 
And fure, an oracle more fage 
Decdona’s foreit never knew. 
V. 
For, in your venerable fhade, 
As I my rude memorial wrought, 
Impell'd to tafks which ne’er upbraid, 
The wood a hoary peafant fought. 
Vi. 
The folemn pedants of the fchools 
May boaft their fyftematic ftrain ; 

But Nature’s more authentic rules, ; 
Ard fenfe, and truth infpire the fwain. 
VIL. 

The Patriarch of the peaceful vale 
Approached, my characters to fee; 
To hear the poct’s favourite tale 
Explain the letters on the tree. 
Vill. 
His words with moral ftrength were fraught ; 
I well remember all he {poke ; 
I almoft thought him, while he taught, 
The Druid of fome aged oak. 
IX. 
‘* Short bounds determine ( {aid the fage) 
‘* The joys, the cares, the toils of maa; 
‘¢ His works are tranfient, like his age, 
“* His labours, and his life, a fpan. 
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X. 
Still trifles agitate his breaft, 
«* Delufive meteors of the day ; 
And fome are, in their birth, fuppre7.d ; 
«« And fome, in thinking, die away. 
Xf. 
Objects, whofe death is lefs in hafte, 
‘© ‘J’o calm reflexion are not late; 
For worne by Time’s perpetual watte, 
«© They yield to all-fubduing fate, 
XII. 
And fay, what Theme employs t/y mind ; 
‘© What cccupies the fculptor here ? 
A Theme, perhaps, which he will find 
‘© Worfe than indifferent in a year. 
XIII. 
Some pupil fair of London’s art, 
‘© Where polifhed falfehood holds her reign? 
Or warms a rural nymph thy hearts, 
‘© Some ruddy virgin of the plain ? 
XIV. 
Or fome prote&refs of renown, 
‘© Some guardian of the Mufe’s flame ; 
Whofe fovereign tafte directs the town, 
‘And flakes ambition’s thirft with fame ? 
XV. 
Rafh man, you court a conftant ftrife 
‘© With numerous woes; of verfe beware : 
I’ve heard, and read the poet’s life ; 
“* His toil, is thought; his prize is, aire 
XVI. 
Though now her friendfhip you enjoy, 
“© And on her eulogies repofe, 
Envy that friendfhip may deftroy 5 
‘* For merit brings a hoft of foes. 
XVII. 
Politenefs may have formed your friend, 
‘© Politenefs in the bright extreme ; 
On which the wretches who depend, 
‘© For truth miftake a golden dream. 
XVII, 
Charms to the perfon, to the face 
** It gives; but withers Virtue’s bloom 3 
Its varnifh rots Jer nobler grace ; 
** It is the {cripture’s whited tomb. 
XIX. 
"Tis branded by the moral pen ; 
‘* Opinion, ftill, the daftard fears ; 


‘ ?Tis meanly all things to all men ; 


“© Jt never zs what it appears, 
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XX. 
‘© But fhould your patronefs withftand 
«* Each barbarous witling of the age, 
“* The dull, and the malicious band, 
«+ That conftant war with genius wage ; 
XXI. 
«¢ Tn affluence give your ftrains to flow, 
‘© And bid with Pope’s their fpirit vie ; 
: ‘¢ On one plain truth your thoughts beftow ; 
- ourfelf, your friend, your verfe, muft die, 





XXII. 
«* All the great fcenes that bards difplay, 
‘¢ All their ftrong pictures of mankind, 
‘¢ By Time’s impreffion will decay, 
‘* Like this infcription on the rind. 
XXII. 
‘© For Time’s relentlefs hand, thefe lines 
“© Will firft diftort, and then erafe! 
s¢ Reliftlefs hand! that undermines 
‘¢ The pyramid’s enormous bafe. 
XXIV. 
«¢ Then let the fr, the good, the true, ' 
** Be all thy work, and all thy care; 
‘* Through life, their facred path purfue, 
‘* Nor fubftsnce quit for tinfel glare. 
XXYV. 
Give reafon her divine controul ; 
‘** And to be great, be truly wife; 
Let profpeéts animate thy foul, 
‘* Sublime, and lafting, as the fkies.” 
XXVI. 
To me thefe words, in vain addreffed, 
Produced but momentary awe ; 
As wayward Chriftians are imprcfied, 
In hearing their affecting law. 
XX Hl. 
But fince, I’ve longer felt their force ; 
For where Perfuafion’s current fails, 
Adverlity’s alarming courfe, 
Her ftronger torrent oft prevails, 
XXVIII. 
Ifow to the fwain Maria’s praife 
Flowed from the poet's lavifh tongue, 
Shall not employ thefe temperate lays ; 
Nor on my accents how he hung. 
XXIX, 
The picture, which my fancy drew, 
I with to recolle& no more ; 
It brings a groupe of woes to view ; 
_ dt wounds the breaft it foothed before. 
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XXX. 
Yet her negle& I'll error deem ; 
For had fhe all my nature known ; 
Surveyed the fprings of my etteem, 
Its honeft rife, its generous tone ; 
XXXI. 
My fame fhe then would ne'er have left 
To northern favages a prey ; 
Then, of her influence ne’er bereft, 
The mufe had triumphed in her fway. 
XXXII, 
Nay, could fhe know, with what regret, 
My verfe, half-praife, half-cenfure, flows, 
Her candour foon would pay the debt, 
The noble debt that juitice owes. 
XXXII). 
Friendfhip with poetry fhe’d prize, 
Rejoin their pure, congenial flames ; 
And thus again fhe’d authorize 
The rural union of our names. 
XXXIV. 
Then happy might her poet live, 
As long as he enjoyed his breath ; 
And what can future chances give ; 
What are our names beyond our death? 
XXXV. 
What then imports it, that they’re ftormed 
By poifoned fhafts againit them hurled? 
Imports it aught, that they’re deformed, 
Or on a tree, or in the world ? 
XXXVI. 
But my late‘*Yonours from the fair 
Should the too rigid fates refufe, 
The lofs F ————— may repair ; 
He may reftore a drooping mufe. 
XXXVII. 
When you enjoy a virtuous mind, 
Your evening-walk, in W —’s w8od, 
Along the grove that feems defigned 
By nature to receive the good ; 
XXXVITE. 
When Sol withdraws his blaze of light; 
When flilinefs holds the dying breeze; 
And when the filver orb of night 
Hints meditation through the trees ; 
XXXIX. 
When your humane atiections burn, 
To man’s afliltance ever nigh ; 
Sometimes to my in{cription turn, 
And read it with a friendly eye, 
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In this piece the judicious Reader will obferve fome obfcure 
lines, and fome which are exceedingly profaic, but the general 
air and expreflion are fo plealing, that we have given it, ip 
juftice to the Author, as one of the molt finifhed pieces in his 


Mifcellany. E 
9 





Arr. V. The Chronicle of England. Vol. If. From the Acceffion 
of Egbert to the Norman Conqueft. By Jofeph Strutt. gto. 15s, 
Boards. Shropfhire. 1778. 

] ITERARY men who give up their time and their labour 
* to gratify the inquifitive temper of the age they live in, 

challenge at once our attention and acknowledgment. Mr, 
Strutt, in his Lcelefiaflical Antiquities, and the Manners and Cuf- 
toms of the ancient Englifh, prefented to the Public a very inge- 
nious and pleafing arrangement of hiftorical anecdotes, which 
he had collected from manufcripts, &c. locked up in colleges, 
or hoarded in the cabinets of the antiquary. In thefe refearches 
he muft unavoidably have met with many rare incidents, which 
had lain unnoticed in the ancient memorials, &c. which he 
met with ; and this circumftance, moft probably, intimated to 
him the firft thought of furnifhing the Public with a more co- 
pious compilation in the Chronicle of England. 

The reputation Mr. Strutt acquired in his firft performance, 
we prefume hurried him on too faft in this laft undertaking; 
which will account for thofe inaccuracies that are to be found 
in the firft volume. In the prefent volume, the language is 
much more correct, 

The fecond volume, now before us, begins at the acceffion 
of Egbert, and ends with the Saxon hepeasetry. 

Continuing the fame regular method of dividing the work 
into general heads, the Author prefents us, firft, with the civil 
and military hiftory; in which we are reminded that the inha- 
bitants of this ifland, in the year 860, differed very little in 
temper and qdifpofition from the inhabitants of the fame fpot in 
the year 1778. * The inhabitants of Northumberland were at 
this time divided amongft themfelves, and governed occafionally 
by rulers of their own chufing, who were fuddenly advanced to 
their dignity by one party, and as fuddenly difplaced when 
another prevailed. By thefe inteftine difcords their country 
was left open to the attacks of the common enemy, the Danes; 
who improved every opportunity that promifed fuccefs.’ 

And in the ninth century we find that the Saxons were not 
lefs prone to drunkennefs than the Englifh are now; but Ed- 
gar, to leflen the evil, would not ¢ permit any little ftraggling 
alehoufes to be kept within his dominions, juftly efteeming them 
as nurferics of indolence and vice; but made a {trict law, or- 


daining that only one public houfe fhould be allowed in any 
one 
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one village or fmall town, and more only in proportion to the 
fe of larger towns or boroughs.’ If a fimilar remedy was to 
be applied in the age we live in, we fhould foon fecl an advantage 
in the reformation of the lower clafs of people. Our foldiers 
would be more fober and healthy, and our artificers and pea- 
fants would be more induftrious : the poor-houfes would be a 
refuge only for the difeafed and aged ; and mifery would be lefs 
frequently met with in the public ftreets. . 

Hiftory is the voice of time, and princes who wifh to corredt 
their judgment fhould liften to the notes of experience. We are 
‘nformed that the Danes invaded and conquered England from 
Athelred’s placing an injudicious confidence in men difaffected 
to his government. 

‘ The great fuccefs which the Danes had met with in Eng- 
land the preceding year, and more particulariy the money which 
had been paid to them, was an irreliftable temptation to them, 
or others of their countrymen, to make frefh efforts to enrich 
themfelves with the fpoils of a declining kingcom.— Therefore, 
the fecond year following, with a large fleet, they failed into 
England. ‘The rumour of their coming was-quickiy fpread 
amongft the people to their univerfal terror and difmay. In the 
mean time /thelred, with the greateft dificulty,-colleéted a 
fleet in order to oppofe them. ‘The command of this fleet was 
committed to Alfric, the fon of Elfer, duke of Mercia—a man, 
who was but juft returned from banifhment, whither he had 
been fent by the king for fome great offence, which being now 
forgiven, he was reftored to favour, and inveited with the com- 
mand. The fleet which Aithelred had htted out, it is thought, 
would have been more than fufficient to have oppofed that of 
the Danes, had the command been given toa faithful man; 
but Alfric, having nothing lefs at heart than the intereft of his 
country, treacheroufly gave the enemy notice of his approach, 
fo that they readily efcaped the danger. Soon after falling in 
unavoidably with part of the enemy’s ficet, he was reduced to 
the neceflity of engaging with them, which he pretended to do, 
whilft in reality he was only giving them leifure to efcape ; 
and not content with this manifeftation of his treachery, he 
fully confirmed it at laft by an actual revolt from the king’s 
fleet, and joining that of the Danes. This behaviour fo exaipe- 
rated the otaer Saxon chieftains, that they purfued the eet of 
the Danes, and at laft retook the fhip in which Alfric had made 
his eicape, with all his foldiers, and his armour, but he fuf- 


pecti near deiion, had been careful to fecure himfe!f on board 
fome veiicl, flowever, when they found not the prize 
the: ron doad the fhip, they wreaked their vengeance 
on vere there, and put every one of them to the 
fy xon chicfwains, who diftinguifhed themfelves 

upon 











348 Strutt’s Chronicle of England. Vol. II. 


upon this occafion, were named Theored, Elftan, and Efewins 

but notwithftanding all their efforts, the king’s fleet fuftained 

fome confiderable lofs—and the fleet of the Danes fecured their 

retreat for the prefent with but little damage; but foon after 

being met by the Londoners, they were defeated with prodi- 
ious lofs. 

‘ In the mean time another party of the Danes pillaged the 
city of Bedbanburgh, near Durham; and failing from thence, 
entered the mouth of the Humber, wafting the country on 
both fides, in Lindfey and Yorkfhire. ‘To oppofe thefe, the}. 
red fent his army under the conduct of three captains, named 
Frema, Godwine, and Fredegift. Thefe men, it feems, were 
of Danifh pedigree, and the faft friends of thofe they were fent 
to oppofe: the battle therefore was not long begun, before they 
all left their own army to fhift for themfelves, and joined the 
forces of the Danes; by which treachery the Saxon forces were 
entirely overthrown, and the Danes, without much lofs, ob. 
tained the victory.’ 

In the ecclefiaftical hiftory of the Saxons, we find the cler 
like other men, exerting the power which fuperftition had dele- 

ated to them, for their own emolument. 

In the early part of Chriftianity, religion was not under the 
protection of the ftate: the clergy were exempted from militar 
and other troublefome duties, that they might purfue their ftue 
dics, and improve themfelves in theological fcience: but their 
provifion was unfettled and precarious: they depended upon 
the eftates of martyrs who died without heirs; upon the bene- 
volence of pious men, who had lived in the fear of the Lord; 
and upon legacies from wicked men, who expired in fear of the 
devil. But in aftertimes, when religion was incorporated with 
the ftate, an ample and permanent provifion was made for the 
clergy. ¢ Inthe times of peace and tranquillity, their funds 
fupplied them plentifully; but in the difaftrous periods that 
followed, when the taxes were not duly paid, when their refi- 
dences were deftroyea, and the flaves, who tilled their ground, 
made prifoners, they were foon reduced to poverty and diftrefs, 
which caufed Ethelwulf, a man of great piety, to give them a 
more certain refource for their fubfiftence ; and it was with this 
view, that, in the year 844, he convened an affembly of the 
clergy and nob:lity at Winchefter, and, with the confent of the 
latter, made them the grant of the tenth part of all the lands 


belonging to the crown, free of all taxes whatever, even the three . 


material obligations, of building and fortitying caltles—repair- 
ing bridges, and attending upon any military expeditions.’ 
This probably introduced, or at Jeaft revived the ungracious 
mode of levying the tenth part of the produce of the earth, for 
the maintenance of the clergy ; but tythes were not eftablilhed 
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46 2 general impofition till the council of Lateran, which was 

held by King John, a prince fubjected to the difcipline of the 
hurch. 

. Under the head which treats of the government, laws, &c, 

we are charmed with the integrity of ancient kings, who chofe 


their expofitors of the law from the wifeft and honefteft men in 
the realm: and hanged up judges, by dozens, who were found 
corrupt and unjuft. A good name was in fuch high eftimation 
with the Anglo Saxons, that a detractor was confidered by them 
| asa more atrocious villain than a common thief; the calumniator 
| was punifhed with the lofs of his tongue; or a fine to the full 
weregyld or value of his life. The law interfering fo ardently 
in the caufe of virtue, proved that a good name was the mott 
yaluable part of a man’s property, and too facred a property 
to be expofed to the pilferings of envy and malevolence, 
Shakefpeare put the higheft eftimate upon it. ‘* Good name in 
man or woman Is the immediate jewel of our fouls.” 

Under the different heads which follow, the inquifitive 
reader will meet with much information and amufement; and 
men of genius and leifure may find matter for a move ample and 
copious hiftory. 

This volume is illuminated with 20 plates, defcriptive of the 
drefs, inftrumments of mufic, &c. ufed at the different periods 
of time herein ftated: but the moft curious of the engravings 
is a map of the world, copied from an ancient MS. in the 
Cottonian Library, fuppofed to have been executed towards the 
latter end of che tenth century. | 
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It is with concern that we apprize our Readers of a farewell 
preface, in which Mr. Strutt takes his * leave of the Public, 
to whofe candour he fubmits his work, defiring they will kindly 
overlook the errors they may find in it; and hoping that the 
perufal of it may afford them tome amulement.’ D. 





Art. VI. The true Theory and PraG&ice of Hufoandry: deduced from 
philofophical Refearches, and Experience. ‘To which is annexed, 
(illuitrated with Copper-Plates) a Compendium of Mechanics: 
calculated to affift the Hufbandman in the Choice and Conftru¢tion 
of every Implement peculiar to his livfinefs: and others particu- 
larly ufeful in a commercial Country. By Cuthbert Clarke. 
4to. 10s, Gd. Boards. Robinfon. 1777. 


T HERE are three fciences with regard to which it would 
feem, that men claim a fort of preicriptive title to write 
honfenfe with impunity. Thefe are chemiftry, divinity, and 
agriculture, The firft, indeed, fince the ftudy of alchemy was 
fatirely abandoned, has been profecuted in as raticnal a way 





as almoft any other fcience; but in divinity, and agricul- ' 
burey we {till meet with many vifionarics, whofe works are fo 'b 
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highly revered by thofe of their own fect, that we have fmal] 
hope of feeing them entirely excluded from the republic of 
letters. As it is our duty, as much as poffible, to prevent 
fociety from being incommoded by thefe viftonaries, fo it is our 
ftudy to give them fuch falutary correction when they come in 
our way, as may help, in fome meafure, to deter others from 
following their example. 

The volume before us, although it is not quite fo wild as 
Rowland Jones’s Jo triads, or * Dove’s StriGures on Acriculture, 
is neverthelefs entitled to rank in the fame general clafs with 
thofe performances. The Author feems not to be entirely def- 
titute of genius, nor altogether unacquainted with the pra@tice 
of agriculture ; but his reafoning is fo vague, and his ideas are 
fo confufed, that it is often extremely difficult to guefs at his 
meaning. He appears to be one of thofe geniufes who poflefs a 
much greater fhare of imagination than judgment, and who, 
having obtained a fmattering of knowledge in feveral fciences, 
is conftantly on the catch to difplay that knowledge to his 
readers: hence we find him, almoit in every page, ftarting 
afide from his principal fubject, and engaging in digreffions 
that have no connection with it; in which devious courfe he 
proceeds till he meets with fome obftruction which he knows 
not howto remove, when he abruptly leaves that digreffion, and 
either refumes his proper fubject, or engages in a new ramble, 

Such being the nature of the work before us, it will not be 
expected that we fhould follow our Author through all his 
mazes, or refute all the erroneous doctrines he has advanced ; 
for this would require a book fix times as large as his own: 
but we fhall endeavour to give the reader she-bel-ideawe-can. of 
his general plan, and manner of conducting the work. 

His profefled defign is to demonftrate the neceffity of THzory 
in agriculture; and this propofition needs only to be announced, 
to receive the aflent of every confiderate mind. The difficulty 
is, to attain the knowledge of a proper theory, by a diligent 
inveftigation of facts, and comparing thefe with one another. 
It is, however, acknowledged, by all who have attended to this 
fubject, that the facts relating to agriculture, which have hi- 
therto been accurately afcertained, are by far too few for afford- 
ing a folid foundation for a rational theory of agriculture, and 
therefore the public are much more indebted to thofe, who are 
diligent in fearching for facts, than to thofe who, without their 
aid, make hafte to erect airy, unfubftantial theories, which in 
thefe circumftances can only tend to amufe and bewilder the 


Reader. 





* For the firft of thefe myftical performances, fee Review, vol. §°% 
p. 388, For Dove’s pamphlet, fee vol. 42, p. 494. A 
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At the very beginning, our Author introduces a diflertation 
on the theory of phyfic, feemingly with no other defign than 
to Jet the readers know, that he had learned that the circulation 
of the blood was difcovered in the year 1628, from which cir- 
culation he derives the whole theory of phyfic. He then pro 
ceeds toagriculture, and gives what he calls a comparative view 
of the expediency of the theories of medicine and hufbandry. This 
he does as follows : 

‘In the firft place, then, to invefligate the priority of the arts ; 
‘f we had not facred hiftory to determine the event, the determina- 
tion lies very confpicuous in the nature of things: for as it is the 
diforders of adults, even in our days (not thofe which fometimes at- 
tend mere infancy, fuch as teething, &c.) that require the afliftance 
of medicine; it is plain that food, which could not be wanted one 
dav, was firft in demand: hence, as food in the moft early times 
was, as well as it now is, the refule of hufbandry; it follows, that 
the art of hufbandry preceded the art of medicine, Ic alfo fol- 
lows, as life depends more upon fupplies of food than medicine, or 
the refult of any other art, it is of more importance to mankind than 
any other art. ‘The art, therefore, which is the mott important, 
ought, without doubt, to be beft underitood. And as the united 
refults of obfervation and reafon, or a theory confirmed by experi- 
ments, bid the faireft to explore the myfterics peculiar thereto; if, 
then, it can be made appear that the art of hufbandry doth admit of 
any myfterious circumitances, ] am at the greateil diflance from ima- 
gining Agricola, or any other fenfible hufbandman, capable of fuch 
obitinacy as to perfift in a contrary opinion or argument.’ 

He then proceeds to fhew, that there are mylteries in agricul= 
ture which cannot be difcovered by practice only without rea- 
foning, which undoubtedly no one will deny, But here again 
he ftarts afide to difplay his knowledge of mufic. ‘ If, fays he, 
we even recur to the fcience of mufic, which has its criterion 
in fenfe, (the perfect ear being adapted to relifh melody, and 
diftinguifh concord from difcord with the greateft accuracy) ; 
yet performers who entirely rely on the ear, often are found to 
deviate greatly from the key of the compofition. Hence the 
neceffity and ufe of fet mufic or theory.’ So it feems fet mu/ic 
and theory are the fame. 

He is equally confufed in the idea he gives of theory in agri- 
culture; for in a few lines he fays, ¢ every practitioner (i. e. in 
agriculture) has a kind of theory. He either tutates what he 
hath feen; doth as he hath been direéted; or purfues bis owi plan.’ 
If, to perform an operation in either of theie ways necetlarily 
implies theory, there can be no doubt that theory is neceflary in 
agriculture and every other art; for we do not,fee that any ope- 
vation whatever can be performed but after one or other or thefe 
modes, 

By thefe, and fuch arguments, Philofophus clearly convinces 
his antagonift (for this treatife is written in a colloquial form), 
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that theory is neceflary in agriculture—and then proceeds to 
chufe out a plan for the education of %youth intended for the 
bufinefs of agriculture. 

Here he begins u/gue ab ove—recommends an attention to 
temperance and exercife—adviles fo to do to others as we would be 
done to—to urge them forward rather by praifes and imitation 
than by chaftifement, &c. &c,—which are all very good rules 
for a taylor or carpenter as well as for a farmer.—He then 
recommends accounts—gives a flight fketch of a fet of books, 
to fhow his knowledge in book-keeping; and ftrongly urges 
regularity in entries, &c, which is extremely proper for every 
man in any fort of bufinefs; but which we are afraid, is too 
much neglected by many farmers. The advice, therefore, in 
this part, though obvious, is ufeful, and cannot be too often in- 


culcated. 

He, at length, comes to fomething that has a peculiar 
reference to agriculture, viz. to * drive the plough, cart, wag- 
gon, &c. properly; that is, to give the word of command with judg- 
ment and confidence. 1 fay with judgment and confidence, Agri- 
cola; for though they are mere animals they have to deal with in 
thefe operations, both reafon and experience concur to fupport the 
fact, that they are able to defcry the leaft fpark of diffidence and 
want of judgment in their drivers, relative to the management of 
them when under the yoke, chain, &c. And fo powerful is the 
principle of refiftance in them, that unlefs broke in by fleady, good 
management, and that muft be duly tempered with lenity too; that 
they will at at all times, when occafion offers, endeavour to refume 
their liberty even at the peril of their lives. Indeed, thofe that are 

«beft broke in, when their fpirits are elevated by the example of their 
fellow-creature at play, &c. will make powerful efforts to fhake of 
all manner of reftraint. Hence the right government of animals is 
not to be effected by indolence, random, and indifference. It is 
truly the refult of experience, temper, refolution, and good fenfe.— 
It is really fo much fo, Agricola, that I will rifque my reputation 
on the affertion, that you may difcern by the management of their 
teams, &c. ceteris paribus, which of your fervants have the moft folid 
fenfe.’ 

Our Author now introduces the example of fome jockeys 
who were fuccefsful becaufe they were fenfible men, and thus 


roceeds. 

‘ There are fifty other inftances at hand to certify for the validity 
of the affertion; but it is mifpending time to dwell any longer upon 
a matter fo felf-evident, and fo deeply rooted in the nature of things: 
for animals, as well as men, having an utter ayerfion to ufurpers, 
will be watchful of, and eager te embrace an opportunity to break 
their bonds ; and can, 1 doubt not, diftinguifh a dunce from an ex- 
pert driver, as clearly as people did a Richard from an Oliver. And 
finally, from the many accidents which happen to thofe who are the 
beft qualified.’ | 
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¢ The difficulties they have of conquering fo ftrong a bias, and 
completing their purpote, ought to’ deter people from appointing 
outh to that profeflion, who are at all deficient in the above parti- 
culars. Let them not deceive themielves, by imagining that expe- 
rence will complete them: the experiment is by far too hazardous 
to be attempted. The creatures they have to deal with, will foon 
gnd out their weak fide; and they are as prone to take the advan- 
tage. and even to devour, as they are void of remorfe.’ 

Mr. Clarke does not tell us how that good fenfe may be 
acquired ; but in this defultory and unconnected manner does 
he proceed through the whole work. As we cannot follow him, 
in all his wanderings, we fhall only make a few obfervations om 


‘thofe particulars which fcem moft deferving it, as they happen to 


occur. 
The firft is an effay on ploughing, in which the Writer feems 


to have nearly obtained a tolerable juft idea of one branch of it, 
viz, the ploughing lay-ground; but when feemingly in the 
right road to give a rational account of that operation, he fud- 
denly ftarts afide to explain a paradox, of which he appears to be 
exceeding vain: and this is nothing lefs than a demonftration 
that you may thicken the flaple of the foil, by plowing very thin and 
bread. The explanation of fuch a paradox delerves a place in 
our mifcellany; and that we may do him juftice, we fhall 
quote his own words. 

‘ | have compared the furrows to a line of bricks laid end to 
end, quite acrofs a ridge, and then fetting up the two next the 
top likean A, and the others‘againft them in the fame reclining 
pofition, in equal numbers on each fide ;—they then undoubted] 
will meafure a greater perpendicular height on the ridge, than 
when laid fat; but in as much as the height ts increafed, the 
width is diminifhed, fo if the ftaple is thickened, the ridge 
mult be narrower.’ 

This is one of the moft fingular fophifms we have met with ; 
but it is very eafily refuted. There can be no doubt that if a 
broad, thin furrow is fet on edge, or nearly fo, it will be deeper 
fiom top to bottom than when it lay flat; but, what in the 
name of wonder is to keep it in that pofition? The two firft 
furrows that are ploughed towards each other, might by their 
mutual oppofition be fupported, but the next furrow, if broad 
and thin, will neceflarily fall flat on its back in the place that 
was occupied by the former, fo that the foil will be there no 
deeper than the #hickue/s of the furrow whatever was its breadth. 
Every practical farmer muft know this; and any one who 
choofes it may fatisfy himfelf of the juftnefs of our obfervation, 
by laying upon the table a row of fix or eight fhillings, touching 
one another. Thefe he may fuppofe reprefent the furface of a 
tidve in grafs, which is to be ploughed into furrows cach of 

Rev. Noy. 1778. Aa them 
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them the breadth and thicknefs of a fhilling. Upon turning the 
two in the middle towards one another, they will aflume an 
upright pofition, each ftanding on its own edge, or if the 

were originally placed at fome diftance from each other the 

will ftand thus q, but when a fhilling on cither fide of thefe js 
carefully turned over, it falls exactly in the place that was oc. 
cupied by the former, fo that every other part is precifely of the 
fame depth as before. 

But if the furrow had been of any confiderable thicknefs in 
proportion to its breadth, as it would not turn upon one point 
only, like a pivot, but upon two, it is thus moved forward a 
little, fo that it does not fall exaétly in the place of the former 
furrow, but refts with one edge upon the edge of the firft. This 
may be exemplified by taking backgammon men inftead of fhil- 
lings. And in the fame manner it might be made evident, that 
as the thicknefs increafed in proportion to the breadth, the fur. 
row would be retained in a pofition the nearer and nearer toa 
perpendicular ; fo that when the thicknefs and breadth are exaétly 
alike, and in no other poffible cafe, the furrows in every part of 
the ridge would be retained in a perpendicular pofition. 

This amazing paradox, therefore, is merely a mifconception 
of the Author’s. We take no notice of what he fays about nar- 
rowing ridges, in what follows, becaufe it is evident he does 
not mean that his ridges fhould confift only of two furrows; 
beyond which his reafoning does not hold, and to which ridges, 
what he afterwards fays, could not apply. His oftentatious 
criticifm of Lord Kaims, which refts upon the fame bafis, mutt 
fall with it; and reflect difgrace only upon himfelf. 

The next object that attracts his attention is the progrefs of 
vegetation; in which he draws a fanciful pafallel between ani- 
mals and vegetables. Such parallels, when intended only for 
amufement, are harmlefs ; but when they ferve as a bafis of rea- 
foning from one fubject to another, as in the prefent cafe, they 
are pernicious. Some experiments follow ; which carry in their 
front fuch a fufpicious appearance, that we muft be cautious in 
relying upon them, till we find them repeated by another hand. 
Thus in box A was produced 144 perfect ftalks—in box B 144 
ditto—in box C 144 ditto—in box D 144 ditto—in box E 144 
ditto—and in box F g7 ditto. N.B. in each box was fown 
144 grains. We have feen many experiments in agriculture ; 
but never fuch a perfect famenefs in fimilar circumftances. 

It is not to be expected that an author of this clafs fhould let 
flip fuch a favourable opportunity of difplaying his philofophical 
acquirements, as the fubject of the food of plants affords. Many 
preceding writers have bewildered themfelves in this difcuflion, 
and Mr, Clarke imitates them in this refpect. But as we muft not 
attempt to follow him in this intricate path, we fhall only a 
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his conclufion of the fubject; leaving our readers to their own 
reflections upon it. 

‘ Hence, fays he, the whole bufinefs of hufbandry is to be com- 

rehended in the few following fimple conditions, viz. Firit, That 
as a /uccefion of animals and vegetables are kept up by a rotation 
of primary indiffoluble atoms; and a reproductive capacity im- 
planted in the inhabitants of thofe kingdoms. And as thofe atoms 
are confined to the atmofphere, the foil, and waters, when unem- 

loyed; and as the foil is the univerfal bafis or flomach, as we have 
alfo called it, of vegetative life, we ought to preferve its proper 
tone and aptitude for receiving and retaining thofe primary nutritive 
atoms, And fecondly, As the affimilation of the primitive particles, 
and confequently the growth and increafe of vegetables and animals 
depend upon their peculiar organization and ftamina, that thofe 
fhould be attended to and preferved with the utmoft afliduity and 
care.” | 
Again, fpeaking of foils we have the following philofophi- 
cal inveftigation of the nature of marle: ¢ Soils certainly, what- 
ever difference there may be in their complexion, texture, {pecitic 
gravity, &c. as they are all poffeffed of an attracting quality, do 
very properly fall under the denomination of marle; that quality 
being its peculiar and natural property. ‘There is no doubt a wide 
difference in the degrees of attraction they feverally poffefs, in dif- 
ferent provinces and fituations; but whether that is altogether acci- 
dental, or otherwife, I pretend not to determine. However, as the 
ufe of the foil, in the vegetable world, is chiefly to attract, atte- 
nuate, and retain the elements which come into its neighbourhood, 
either by fortuitous means or the hands of man ;—it follows, that 
whatever foil is mcft pofleffed of thefe qualities, may be put up as 
re true criterion or fquare to judge from, refpecting good and bad 
oil. 

‘ Here, again, our theory recurs to the analogy between foil and 
the animal ftomach ; the higheft perfection of which is well known 
to be real appetite and true digeition ; and thefe depend on a nice 
adjuftment of its parts; viz. their being neither too large, nor too 
{mall ; too frequently, nor too feldom ufed; too much braced, nor 
too much relaxed; too dry, nor too moift; too hot, nor too cold, &c. 
but in a due medium with refpe& to them all; and jutt fo it is with 
the foil, when it produces the belt crop poflible, ceteris paribus.’ 

There is fomething fingularly excentric in his theory of the 
rot in fheep. He fuppofes that the atmofphere is more moift 
in valleys than on higher ground; though this be contrary 
to experiments again and again repeated: and from this he 
concludes, that when fheep are brought from high ground to 
vallies, their lungs will be affeCted with that moift air, and they 
will take the rot. At this rate it would feem, that the rot 
fhould never appear on hill paftures, nor in vales, unlefs among 
fheep that had been brought from hills —A man who affumes 
fuch facts as fuit him beft, proceeds in a fmooth courfe of 
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His theory of abforption is equally iingular, and affords hitn 
room to difplay his knowledge of electricity. This is a long 


difcuffion, in which he refolves the whole into an eleétrical. 


procefs, by fuch arguments and analogies as the following ; 

‘ Know then, that the principal member in every clettrical ma. 
chine (whatever conftruciion it is of) is the field for excitation; 
ufually a globe, cylinder, or plate of glafs, &c. This member] 
compare to the animal ftomach and vittuals, and elementary parti. 
cles and the foil. The two latter receiving their degree of excita- 
tion from the external and internal heat that accompany them; and 
the former from the fri€tion of the rubber and circumambient mat- 
ter. And the excitation in all thofe fubjeéts, I believe, will be ac. 
knowledged to be performed to the greaieft advantage, when done 
in a gradual and regular manner. It is clearly fo in the machine, 
as you may obferve, Agricola.—See when I turn the machine regu. 
lar, what large fparks1] draw from the conductor :—I now give it an 
irregular jerking motion.—See now, Agricola, what faint {parks 


meet my knuckle? A 
. € » * 


‘ But obferve, Agricola, how thts accumulated fire is drawn off, 
when I prefent this piece of metal fufpended on filken ftrings to it, 
and let the chain at the further end of it drop on the table. 

‘ Agric. Surprifing! how the fire gathers about the points of the 
wires ftuck in the end of it, Sir; and is really flathing from link to 
link of the chain, at the other end of the piece of metal. But why 
do you give the piece of metal fuch an offenfive appearance, by 
ticking thofe pointed wires at the end of it, Sir?—Is not that 
merely a whim of the maker? 

‘ Phil. Thofe points, Agricola, are as neceflary to colleé and 
carry off the fire from the glafs, as the roots of plants are to carry off 
the nutritious juices of the foil: or the lacteals in the flomachs and 
inteftines of animals, are to carry off the nutritive contents of the 
aliment. And let me tell you further, Agricola, the fimilarity is fo 
great, that the finer thofe points are, the better they do their work, 
which is exaétly the cafe with the roots of plants, &c.’ 

We beg pardon of the reader for having fo long detained him 
on this whimfical production. From what has been faid, he 
may form fome idea of the reft of the book, although we have 
not felected the thoufandth part of the paflages we noted as we 
went along. We fhall only farther add, that what relates to 
mechanics, with which the volume is clofed, although it bears 
evident marks of coming from the fame Author, is far lefs ex- 


ceptionable than the other parts of his work. Some of his. 


illuftrations on this head are clear, fimple, and neatly exprefled; 
and as his new invented machines difcover a confiderable degree 
of genius, we doubt not they may be of ufe. His ingenuouf- 
nefs in pointing out, with fo little referve, the defects of his 
plow, intended to remove the effects of friétion, deferves ap- 
plaufe, as it not only difovers a candour of mind, but a confi- 


derable degree of knowledge of the fubject. Were we to advile, 
it 
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+ would be that he fhould attend more particularly to this branch 
of his fubject than to any other ; and to alfift him in his difqui- 
fitions, We recommend to his confideration, a {mall treatife 
entitled, Az account of the mechanical Principles of the Plow ; by 
a Mr. Barron: publifhed fome years ago, by Balfour, in Edin- 
h. 
ae he remarks upon the different breeds of horfes, cattle, &c. 
and rules for choofing them, which he fays he had from a friend, 
appear to us to be ingenious; and as far as we can judge, ex- 


tremely juft. ARLurce ot. ’ 


Art. VII. Conclufion of the Works of Henry Brooke, E/q. 
: orn obfervation. made’ in our late review * of the poems 





contained in this collection, feems to be ftrengthencd by 
the examination of the dramatic works of this Gentleman.— 
While Mr. Brooke was in England, in the year 1739, lived 
with the firft wits of the age, faw plays well acted, and was 
daily increafing his itock of knowledge and criticif{m at the 
fountain-head of both, he produced his beft performance, Gus- 
gtavus V 1sA.—-When he was deprived of the advantages he had 
in London, his dramatic powers feem to have declined from that 
ftrength and vigour which were fo confpicuous in the fine pic- 
ture which he has drawn of his Swedith hero. —Mr. Brooke has 
written fifteen dramatic pieces ; and who would not rather have 
the credit of producing Guftavus Vafa, than the other four- 
teen?—Let it not be imagined that we mean to infinuate that 
thefe laft-mentioned performances are without their merits. We 
hope to prove the contrary in our prefent obfervations; but we 
only endeavour to afcertain, what we afferted before, that the 
ftreams of poetry, and particularly of dramatic poetry, on 
which men, manners, and paffions, are borne along, are lefs 
ftrong and clear in proportion to their diftance from the foun- 
tain-head ; and therefore we again repeat, that in the tragedy of 
Guftavus Vafa, the Author 

Vehemens, © liquidus, puroque fimillimus amni 

Fundit opes Hor. 

Whatever defeéts there may be in the fable,—for the intereft and 
paffions, which are raifed in the three firft acts, now and then 
droop in the two laft; nor are they much affifted by the love 
part of the defgn, unlefs where Trollio fires the jealoufy of 
Arvida to madnefs, and where it gives fo fine an opportunity to 
Guftavus to fhew his friendfhip and generofity, when Arvida 
Is going to ftab himfelf 
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* Vid. p. 1 of our Journal for the laft month. 
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Brooke’s dramatic Works. 


fArvipa going to fab himfelf Gustavus catches bis Arm—me 
Guf. Ha! Hold, Arvina—No, I will not lofe thee—— 


Forbid it Heaven! thou fhalt not rob me fo— 
No, I will ftruggle with thee to the laft, 
And fave thee from thyfelf, O, anfwer me! 
Wilt thou forfake me ?—Anfwer me, my brother, 
My beft Arvipa. 

I would fpeak to thee— 
But let it be by flence—O Gustavus! 


Guft. Say but you'll live, 
arv. Q!— 

Guft. For my fake. * 
Aru. Yes, take me— 


Expofe me, cage me, brand me for the tool 
Of crafty villains; for the verieft flave, 

On whom the bend of each contemptuous brow 
Shall look with loathing. Ah, my turpitude 
Shall be the vile comparative for knaves, 

To boaft and whiten by ! 


Guft. Not fo, not fo— 


Who knows no fault, my friend, knows no perfection. 
The reétitude that Heaven appoints to man 

Leads on through error; and the kindly fenfe 

Of having ftrayed, endears the road to blifs; 

It makes Heaven’s way more pleafing! O my brother, 
*Tis hence a thoufand cordial charities 

Derive their growth, their vigour, and their fweetnefs. 
This fhort lapfe 

Shallto thy future foot give cautious treading, 

Ere&t and firm in virtue, 


Arv. Give me leave. [Offers to pafi. 


You fhall not pafs, 

I moft. 

Whither? 

I know not—O Gustavus! 
Speak. 


Ary. You can’t forgive me. 


Not forgive thee ! 
. No. 
Look there !— [ Points to the dagger. 
And yet when I refolved to kill thee 
I could have died —indeed I could—for thee, 
I could have died, Gustavus ! 


Gu. O I know it. 


A generous mind, though fwayed a-while by paflion, 
Is like the fteely vigour of the bow, 

Still holds its native reétitude, and bends 

But to recoil more forceful. Come, forget it. 


This, furely, is moft excellent and interefting! When love 
rifes to pity and terror, it becomes a paffion worthy of tragedy 5 
but when it finks into mere fighing, and whining, it difgraces 
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the bufkin.—We are told that this tragedy was refufed a li- 
cence. There is no doubt but a party-fpirit runs through the 
whole, and that fuch a fpirit was as much below the dignity of 
fo good a poet, as it was beneath the wifdom of government to 
take notice of it. Whenever a writer catches hold of tempo- 
rary circumftances to affift his mufe, the genius of fuch an au- 
thor may be juftly doubted, though -Addifon, Thomfon, and 


Brooke, may be quoted as precedents. : 
There is fcarce a fcene in this tragedy in which there are 


not great beauties : the firft appearance of Guftavus is noble 


and characteriftic : 
Ener GUSTAVUS to ANDERSON. 


And. Your pardon, ftranger, if the voice of virtue, 
If cordial amity from man to man, 
And fomewhat that fhould whifper to the foul, 
To feek and chear the fufferer, led me hither 
Impatient to falute thee. Be it thine 
Alone to point the path of friendthip out ; 
And my beft power fhall wait upon thy fortunes. 

Guf, Yes, generous man! there is a wondrous teft, 
The trueft, worthieft, nobleft caufe for friendfhip ; 
Dearer than life, than intereft, or alliance, 
And equal to your virtues. 

And, Say—unfold. 

Guf. Art thou a foldier, a chief lord in Sweden, 
And yet a ftranger to thy country’s voice 
That loudly calls the hidden patriot forth ? 
But what’s a foldier? What’s a lord in Sweden? ~ 
All worth is fled, or fallen—Nor has a life 
Been fpared, but for difhonour ; fpared to breed 
More flaves for Denmark, to beget a race 
Of new-born virgins for the unfated luft 
Of our new matters. Sweden! thou art no more! 
Queen of the north! thy land of liberty, 
Thy houfe of heroes, and thy feat of virtues, 
Is now the tomb, where thy brave fons lie fpeechlefs, 
And foreign fnakes engender. 

And. Otis crue. 
But wherefore ? To what purpofe ?>— 

Guf, Think of Stockholm! 
When CrisriErn feized upon the hour of peace, 
And drench’d the hofpitable floor with blood ; 
Then fell the flower of Sweden, mighty names! 
Her hoary fenators, and gafping patriots. 
The tyrant fpoke, and his licentious band 
Of blood-trained miniftry were loofed to rain, 
Invention wanton’d in the toil of infants 
Stabb’d on the breaft, or reeking on the points 
Of fportive javelins. Hufbands, fons, and fires, 
With dying ears drank in the loud defpair 


Of thrieking chaflity, The walte of war 
Aa4 Was 





















































And, Thou hat greatly moved me. 


Guf. 
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Was peace and friendfhip to this civil maffaere. 
O heaven and earth! Js there a caufe for this? 

For fin without temptation, calm, cool villainy 
Deliberate mifchief, unimpaffion'd luft, : 
And fmiling murder ?—Lie thou there, my foul !—~ 
Sleep, fleep upon it-—image not the form 

Of any dream but this, till time grows pregnant, 
Ahd thou canit wake to vengeance. 


Yes, let them flow, our country’s fate demands them : 
T too will mingle mine, while yet "cis left us 
To weep in fecret, and to figh with fafety. 
But wherefore talk of vengeance? ’Tis a ward 
Should be engraven on the new fallen fnow, 
Where the firtt beam may melt it from obfervance, 
Vengeance on CxisTiern ?—Norway and the Daue, 
The fons of Sweden, all the peopled north 
Bend at his nod: my humbler boatt of power 
Meant not to cope with crowns. 
Then what remains 
Is briefly this—your friendfhip has my thanks, 
But mutt not my acceptance: never—no— 
Firft fink thou baleful manfion to the center, 
And be thy darknefs doubled round my head ; 
Ere I forfake thee for the blifs of Paradife, 
To be enjoyed beneath a tyrant’s {cepter ! 
No, that were wilful flavery—Freedom is 
The brilliant gift of Heaven; ’tis Reafon’s felf, 
The kin of Deity—I will not part wi’t. 


And. Nor I, while [can hold it; but alas! 


That i3 not in our choice. 


Guft. Why ?—where’s that power whofe engines are of force 


To bend the brave and virtuous man to flavery? 
Bafe fear, the lazinefs of luft, grofs appetites, 


. Thefe are the ladders, and the groveling foo:ftool, 


From whence the tyrant rifes on our wrongs, 
Secure and {cepter’d in the foul’s fervility. 
He has debauch’d the genius of our country ; 
And rides triumphant, while her captive fons 
Await his nod, the filken flaves of pleafure, 
Or fetter’d in their fears, 


And. apprehend you: 


No doubr, a bafe fubmiffion to our wrongs 
May well be term’d a voluntary bondage. 

But think, the heavy hand of power is on us; 
Of power, from whofe imprifonment and chains 
Nor all our free-born virtue can protect us. 


Guf. ’Tisthere you err, for I have felt their force ; 


And had J yielded to enlarge thefe limbs, 

Or fhare the tyrant’s empire, on the terms 
Which he propofed—I were a flave indeed. 
No—in the deep and deadly damp of dungeons 






Ha! thy tears flare forth. 


The 





Brooke’s dramatic Works. . 36x 


The foul can rear her fceptre, fmile in anguith, 
And triumph o’er oppreflion. 
And. O glorious fpirit!—Think not I am flack 
To relifh what thy noble fcope intends ; 
But then the means! the peril! and the confequence! 
Great are the odds, and who fhall dare the trial ? 
Guf, Idare— 
O wer’t thou fill thac gallant chief 
Whom orce I knew! I could unfold a purpofe, 
Would make the greatnefs of thy heart to fweil, 
And borit in the conception, 
And, Give it utterance, 
Perhaps there lie fome embers yet in. Sweden, 
Which wakened by thy breath, might rife in flames, 
And fpread vindictive ropnd—You tay you know me ; 
But give a tongue to fuch a caufe as this, 
And if you hold me tardy in the'call, 
You know me not—But thee I have furely known; 
For there is fomewhat in that voice and form, 
Which has alarm’d my foul to recollection ; 
But "tis as in a dream, and mocks my reach. 
Guf?, ‘Then name the man, whom it is death to know, 
Or knowing to conceal—and [ am he, 

And, Gusvravus!—Heavens! ’Tis he! ’tis he himfelf! 

Before we quit this tragedy, it will be proper to obferve that 
itis of that {pecies which creates admiration, while it is lefs 
powerful’ in exciting pity or terror, Our late dramatifts have, 
ingeneral, dealt more in the Hereze thai the pathetic; they have 
rather endeavoured to elevate the mind than to harrow up the 
foul: the laft is the moft difficult, and, confequently, the leaft 
practifed,—_Shakefpeare poflefled all the dramatic powers. Dry- 
den and Addifon could raife admiration ; Otway and Southern, 
produced both pity and terror. 

The next play to Guffavus is Mr. Brooke’s Earl of Effex. It 
is matter of wonder that not one of the alterations of this tra- 
gedy hath fo great an effect in reprefentation as the well-planned, 
though incorreétly-written original Ear] of Effex by Banks.— 
Mr. Brooke’s performance deferves the preference, as it has 
~ — merit of giving pleafure in the clofet as well as upon 

e ftage, 
We could with, for the credit of our Author, to omit men- 
toning his Anthony and Cleopatra; but our duty as Reviewers 
will not excufe fuch an neglect. The fpirit of Shakefpeare is 
wholly evaporated in this alteration. ‘There is, perhaps, no 
play in which our immortal poet has more happily fhewn his 
knowledge of character, or difplayed more fire and genius in 
the exhibition. 

We are furprized to find the famous defcription of Cleopatra 
ind her barge turned into profe ; 


Enobarbus. 








= 
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Encbarbus ———om= ‘¢ T will tell you ; 
‘ The barge fhe fat in, like a burnith’d throne 
** Burnt on the water,” &c. 


Now mark the weaknefs of the alteration —~ 


‘ Enobar. Why, fhe came down the river Cydnus, in g 


galley, whofe poop and fides were inlaid with burnifh’d gold, 
and appear’d to whiz and burn along the water,’ &.—What a 
want of tafte and propriety in that whiz / 


Mr. Brooke has introduced two new characters of children 
(young Alexander and Cleopatra;) with what effect the Reader 


may judge by turning to page 354, Scene II. 


ANTONY enters, with young ALEXANDER and CLEOPATRA 
fondling on each fide. 
Ant, Away, ye-little rogues, ye wanton varlets! 

Away, I am not in the humour now, 

To wrettle with your fondnefs— 

To ride the may-rods, or to roll the flope, 

Or play at marble pellets—Hence, ye roguelings! 

I am not in the vein. 


Alex, Sitter! 
Do you take hold of one leg, while I take hold 


Of t’other, and then I'll warrant you! 
Clo. Now, Atty, now!— 

I lay a good round wager we have him down! 
Ant. There now, I am down already. [ Sits, 

What would ye more ?—How dare you ufe me thus? 

Know ye not I’m an emperor ? 
Alex. Yes, yes—but, father, 

What matters being an emperor ? 
Ant. What matters, firrah ?— 

Marry, and that’s a pregnant queftion too! 

What matters ? why, to wear a Crown, as I do. 
Cleo. Don’t believe him, brother. 

T’ll tell you what’s to be an emperor— 

It is to {peak big words, and to be ftrong, 

And to throw others down, as we throw him, 
Alex. Then, Patry, we are ftronger than an emperor. 
Ant. Indeed, and that’s true too. 
Aliquando bonus dormitat Homerus 

The third volume contains five tragedies—the Jmpoftor, the 

Earl of Weftmarland, Cymbeline, Montezuma, and the Veftal Vir- 
gin.—At firft fight the Jmpoffer feems to be an imitation of the 
Mahomet of Voltaire ; but notwithftanding there is a bare fimi- 
litude in fome of the fcenes, the plan and: fable are wholly al- 
tered, and particularly in the catraftrophe; the love of Palmyra 
and Zaphna (who prove to be brother and fifter in Voltaire) 
is the fame in both. Mr. B. indeed, by a very improbable 
means, marries them at the end; but the great fcene of terror, 
in which Zaphna kills Alcanor, who proves to be his father, 1s 








not intrcduced in Mr, Brooke’s Impoftor, This, perhaps, “ 
: ; t 
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che higheft-wrought fcene, and moft tragic, that ever Voltaire 
‘duced ; and the reafow is very obvious : the vifionary lake of 
blood, the trembling of the altar defore the murder, and his lofs 
of reafon after, are taken from Macbeth ; and Voltaire never 
rifes fo high, nor appears fo great, as when he plucks fome 
feathers from the wings of Shakefpeare to fupport and adorn 
himfelf. Witnefs, too, his palpable imitation of Othello, in 


his beft tragedy, Zayre.—After this difcovery, his late illiberal 
sbufe of Shakefpeare, and rage at the French tranflation of his 
works, may eafily be accounted for: no poet chufes that his 
thefts fhould be made public. 

Notwithftanding this weaknefs of Voltaire, it muft be con- 
felled that he has made very good ufe of Shakefpeare’s ideas, 
and we could wifh that Mr, Brooke had made the fame ufe of 
theFrench Mahomet. Indeed, the Impoftor falls very fhort of 
it, and the alterations are certainly for the worfe. Among 
other changes, What could prevail on him to introduce a Chea 
fide mob, with Englifh names, in Mecca ?—See A& the Second, 
Scene the Second, in which Maifter Gubbin, Neighbour Dolt, 
and honeft Hob/on, hold a difcourfe, which feems to have neither 
propriety, character, or entertainment. 

Is it not alfo ftrange that Mahomet fhould talk of Brutus, 
and have other references to Roman hiftory ?—Reddere convee 
rientia cuigue is the firft duty of a dramatic poet. There are 
two other altered plays, Cymbeline from Shakefpeare (which 
bas been long thought by the critics to want no alteration but 
that of omiffion) ; and Afontezuma, from the Indian Emperor of 
Dryden. ‘The taking away the rhymes from the laft, and re- 
ducing the hafty extravagancies of the original to good poetry 
ind common-fenfe, will be doing great fervice to our ftage, for 
the Indian Emperor cannot at this time be reprefented with 
fuccefs, 

There is a fcene in Mr. Brooke’s Cymbeline, drawn with a 
wamth and energy almoft peculiar to this writer ; in which are 
] ome ftrokes that may feem to bear a degree of application to 
yefent times and circumftances : an extract of it may be given 
sa {pecimen of our Author’s manner of colouring upon Shake- 
ieare’s canvafs. 

Cymbeline receiving ambafladors from Rome, a, conference 
tifues, in which the royal Briton appears great and manly, 
ad every way anfwerable to the character that has been given, 
by the moft refpectable hiftorians, of our brave anceftors, be- 
lore they were debauched and depraved by Roman civilization : 

Cymbeline. Say, with us, what would Auguflus ? 

Claio. Thus faith Cefar: , 

Nature, through heaven and earth, hath form’d her work 
Jn due fubordination. One Supreme ° 
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Roles each appointed province.—Sol, who now 








Drinks at the nether ocean, through the round J 
Of the wide Empyreum, where he walks t 
Among ten thoufand thoufand leffer lights, 
Beholds no rival !—In like manner, reigns 
_ over pods; and, over mortals, Cefar— . 
ut, not with lawlefs fway.—Rome, CYMBELINE, . 
Whofe empire gathers in che fcatrer’d realms P 
Of our remoteit world, {preads forth her wings, 
Even as a parent bird, to fhield her young, fo 
And foiters while fle rules—nor would jeave out B 
Your diftant Bricain from the wide proreétion. A 
Cymb.  ProteAtion! have we fought it? Say to Cafar, tic 
Thet Britain «© a world within herielf, € 
Imperial, independent, from the birth ] r. 
Of nature, fet apart, fair, full, and free, be 
And ali futhcient ever. Britain is 
Another fea-born Venus, girt around 7” 
With her cerulean celtus, her chalte zone, re 
Which Rome thal! not untie.— Protection! where, tha 
Where was this proud difplay of Rome’s protection, hu 
When every petry ftate of petty Latium, ext 
Gave her to tremble for herfelf?—No, Roman! for 
Britain is likelier, o’er a fubje& world, upc 
To ftretch her own domain, than from that world pro 
To learn the leffon of a vile fubjection. foor 
When Rome fhall afk our help, our will and power diff 
May anfwer to her wants; we want not her’s, ; 
Nor will accept fuch Greek like gifts—Protection ! mes 
Britain, we truft, fhall well protect herfelf for 
From fach protectors, vaga 
Clod. Your uncle Caffibelan, Cymeetine, mom 
Would not have anfwer’d our firft Cefar thus, oper 
Cyab. My uncle Caffibelan, Crovio, lowe 
Did anfwer your firft Cafar thus—that Julius, volur 
Whofe boaft of conqueft over mighty nations, have’ 
Was, that ‘* he came and faw.”—Was that his boat of Hi: 
O’er Britain alfo?—No.—At firft, he {miled nisl 
At our {mall fkill; but foon was taught to frown 
At our great courage. Twice repuls’d and driven Arr, 
To hide his fhame in Gaul, at length he learn’d, Rel 
By force of faction, rather than of tteel, - by t 
With our own arms to win us.—If the gods mato 
Shall ever doom us to a foreign yoke, tan 
Tis not the arms of Rome, or of the world, Phil 
We have to fear—Britain can only fall T@ie 
4 By Britain ! y 
The Earl of Weftmorland and the Veftal Virgin are more pa- have aj 
thetic, and more romantic, and have more defeéts in the fable calmly 


than Guftavus, without rifing to that fpirit of poetry, and gloW J talon; 


of fentiment, which charm us in that tragedyx—Why is the J world 
3 Public | behelg 
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Public now to be debarred from the pleafure of feeing it upon 
the ftage ? 

The fourth volume prefents to the Readers Mr. Brooke’s co- 
mic dramas. As we have extended our obfervations upon his 
tragedies as far as our ufual limits, we are obliged to be lefs 
articular upon his comedies. 

Notwithftanding that there are fome fcenes well written, 
fome pleafant fituations, and fome characters, in his Contending 
Brothers, the Charitable Affoctation, the Female Officer, and the 
Marriage Contradé?, yet we may venture to pronounce his abili- 
ties in this fpecies of the drama, much inferior to thofe for tra- 
edy. Had he cultivated the Jaft with care, and remained in 
Lies, there is no doubt but, at this time, he would have 
been our firft writer of tragedy. 

As Mr. Brooke has been pleafed to defcend to the durle/que, 
in his Little Fohn and the Giants, we muft fay fomething upon 
that performance. There are fome farcical ftrokes, and low 
humour, in the fongs and dialogue; but the miftake lies in 
extending a burlefque piece to five acts. There are no talents 
for this kind of humour but mutt fail by dwelling too long 
upon it. The extravaganza will, in every thing, divert and 
produce immoderate laughter for a time; but the mind will 
foon tire and be furfeited with fuch food—This is the great 
difference between charaéter and caracatura. ‘The comedy-paint- 
ings of Hogarth, and the tragic ones of Rubens, may be feen 
forever, Nature will always pleafe. The grotefque extra- 
vagances of caracatura may divert, and create laughter, fora 
moment, but will foon pall upon the fight. The burlefque 
opera of Adidas was condemned in five acts, but is now fol- 
lowed in two.—Let us not forget the Oratorio of Ruth in this 
volume.——Were the oratorios in general fo written, we fhould 
have fomething more to admire in them than the exquifite mufic 


of Handel. D a. 


Art. VIIL. A Treatife concerning Heaven and Hell; containing -a 
Relation of many wonderful Things therein, as heard and feen 
by the Author, the Honourable Emanuel Swedenborg, of the Se- 
natorial Order of Nobles in the Kingdom of Sweden. Now frit 
tranflaced from the original Latin. 4t0. 108. 6d. Boards, 
Phillips. 1778. 





. “panda Swedenborg is certainly to be ranked among the 


wonders of the age; for though enthufiafts and vifionaries 
have arifen at all times, it is very rare to meet with one who fo 
calmly, yet confidently, and with fo much fimplicity and cool 
tafoning, relates the frequent interviews he has had with the 
World of fpirits. He informs us of many converfations which 
ttheld, on a variety of fubjects, with angels; he talks diftinétly 


of 
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of their appearance, their garments, their habitations, their lan. 
guage, governments, Xc. &c. and at-the fame time he feems to 
{peak againft the imaginary reveries of vifionaries and enthy. 
fiafts, not having the {malleft apprehenfion that he himfelf may 
be reckoned in the number. Let the reader only attend to the 
following fhort paflage, taken from the fection on the habitations 
of angels: * As often as I have converfed with the angels, face 
to face, it was in their habitations, which are like to our houfes 
on earth, but far more beautiful and magnificent; having 
rooms, chambers, and apartments, in great variety, as alfo 
{pacious courts belonging to them; together with gardens, par. 
terres of flowers, fields, &c. Where the angels are formed into 
focieties, they dwell in contiguous habitations, difpofed after 
the manner of our cities, in ftreets, walks, and fquares: I have 
had the privilege to walk through them, to examaine all round 
about me, and to enter their houfes; and this when I was ful] 
awake, having my inward eyes opened. I have feen alfo the 
palaces in heaven, the magnificence of which exceeds defcrip. 
tion, the roofs glittering as with pure gold, and the floors as 
with precious ftones; but fome more fplendid than others, the 
inner apartments likewife were ornamented beyond all human 
conception. On the fouth fide were gardens, where all things 
appeared with radiant luftre, certain trees bearing leaves of a 
filver hue, and fruit that glittered like burnifhed gold, whilf 
flowers in the borders, by a beautiful arrangement of their co- 
lours, prefented, as it were, rainbows to the eyes of the fpedta- 
tor: at the end of the walks frefh palaces rofe to view, and 
terminated the profpeét. Such is the architecture and beautiful 
f{cenery in heaven; infomuch that it may well be faid, that the 
very principle of art appears there in its effects, and no wonder, 
when we confider fuch art is heavenly: and yet the angels faid, 
that not only like things, but others beyond number, of fill 
hpper degrees of perfection, were at times exhibited to their 
View, by the goodnefs of the Lord, for their recreation and en- 
tertainment; and yet that the intellectual pleafure they received 
therefrom was greater than the fenfible, and that, becaufe in 
all and fingular of thofe objects they difcerncd correfpondency, 
and through their correfpondents, the divine things which they 
reprefented.’ 
In whatever light we regard this Author, there is fomething 
truly aftonifhing in him and his writings. He was a man of emi- 
nence and diftin@tion in his country; of refpected eftimation, we 
are told, in the royal family during the late reigns ; he had held 
an honourable employment under the crown; had a confiderable 
fhare of learning ; and in private life was irreproachable: befide 


which it is faid, that during more than the laft thirty years of 


his life, at the expence of his fortune, and the facrifice © 
| worldly 
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‘ovments, he was indefatigable in his labours 
a ae world in important truths relating to falvation. 

In a preface, which fhews the fincerity and piety of 
its writer, our Tranflator urges al] that can be faid to 
rocure credit and refpect to his Author and his narrations, and 
farther obferves, * we have to add, on the credit of two worthy 

rfons (one of them a learned phyfician who attended him in 
his laft ficknefs}, that he confirmed the truth of all that he had 
publifhed relating to his communications with the world of {pi- 
rits, by his folemn teftimony, a very fhort time before he de- 
parted this life, in London, anno Dom. 1772. 

On fuch, and other confiderations, the works of Count Swe- 
denborg are here recommended to the ferious attention of the 
reader: © If, after all, fays the Tranflator, thou canft not read 
him as the enlightened feer, and the extraordinary meflenger 
of important news from the other world, read him as the 
Chriftian divine and the fage interpreter of fcripture; read him 
as the judicious moralift, and acute metaphyfician; or read him 
as the profound philofopher; or if he cannot pleafe in any of 
thefe characters, read him at leaft as the ingenious author of a 
divine romance: but if neither as fuch he can give content, 
[have only to add, go thy way, and leave the book to thofe 
that know how to make a better ufe of it; and fuch I truft are 
not a few among the ferious, being willing to hope, for the 
honour of our country, that if fuch a ludicrous reprefentation 
of hell, as pafles under the title of, The Viftons of Don Quevedo, 
could make its way among us through no lefs than ten editions, 
there will not be wanting in the land, a fufficient number of 
e 
7 








perfons of fober reflection and contemplative minds, to give all 
due encouragement to a work fo well calculated, as this is, to 


‘ promote true wifdom and godlinefs, by credible teftimonies to 
1 the world of fpirits, and to the refpective ftates and conditions 
c of departed fouls.’ 

- 9 For a farther account of this extraordinary perfon, and of 


d | his works, fee Review, Vol. xlii. p. 445. Art. © Theo/ophic 
in. | Lucubration on the Nature of Influx, &c. By the honourable and 
yy 4 ‘arned Emanuel Swedenborg,’ H; 
y | ai 
Ant. IX. The Works of the Caledonian Bards, Tranflated from the 


Galic. Vol. I. 12mo Boards. Edinburgh printed; f 
, - 38. Boards. inburgh printed ; fold 
ts by Cadell in London, 1778, : 


we ees many, in England efpecially, ftill profefs to dif- 


believe the real exiftence of the Erfe poems afcribed to 
ble the fon of Fingal, and {peak of the tranflations that have been 
ide] ben by Mr. Macpherfon, as being, in great meafure, origi« 

“h Of his own creation,—what will thefe infidels {ay to a te- 


cond 
dly S 














r 


368 The Works of the Caledonian Bards. 


cond publication of fimilar productions, drawn from the fame 
dark and queftionable fources? If they treat Osszan himfelf 
the Homer of the North, as a chimera, will they manifeft more 
faith ina MorGutu, aDourtuat, a Dear, and the ref of 
thofe ** Bards of other times?”—Be this as it may, we have 
authority to mention the following particulars relative to the 
perfon who ftands forth as tranflator of the pieces contained in 
this volume, and likewife as author of the notes, which are 
ample and numcrous: and this we fhall do in the words of a 
private letter from a very refpectable Correfpondent refiding in 
the Highlands, written in anfwer to fome enquiries which we 
had made, on the fubjeét in queftion. 

“¢ ——-= As to the ‘* Caledsnian Bards,” concerning which 
you enquire, I have no doubt in regard to the authenticity of P 
the poems ; I mean, | have no doubt but that fuch poems do 
really exift in the Evfe language. It happens that I ama little 
acquainted with the Tranflator. His name is *****, He jg 
a young man, and may be deemed a literary phenomenon. He 
was a poor boy, [this is mentioned to his honour] from Inver- 
nefs; and had made fhift to pick up as much education as qua- la 
lifies him for the bufinefs of a furveyor of land. Ignorant of 











every language except Erfe, and fuch Englifh as the loweft the 

perfons in Scotland have an opportunity of hearing, he hag tf 

written, without affiitance, the volume above-mentioned, In ha¢ 

the tranflations, it is obfervable, that his language is cramped liar 

by adhering too ftriétly to the original, and by adopting that Tr 

kind of high-flown, overftrained, poetic profe, introduced by fair 

Macpherfon. But there is a nervoufnefs, an energy of thought Oft 

and expreffion in the notes, which aftonifhed me. He is, as day 

yet, but twenty ; and has had few opportunities of reading, land 

or converfing with men of rank or literature.—Like all other clou 

Highlanders, he is enthufiaftically fond of the compofitions in lire ; 

the Er/e languge ; but thofe which he has tranflated are, as he thak 

himfeif acknowledges, much inferior, in merit, to the poems our | 

tranflated by Macpherfon —By the way, no literary phenomenon we rr 

ever aftonifhed me fo much as the doubt that feems to be enter- thy f 

: ained by many in England, concerning the exiftence of the Imile: 

" oems afcribed to Offian; for I never yet met with a perfon In 

who underftood Erfe, and had lived in the Highlands (and with pallag 

many {uch have I been acquainted) who does not recollect frag- gence 

§ ments of thofe poems, which many of them learnt long before . a 

! _ Mr. Macpherfon was born. They are handed down, from fa- the 

) ther to fon, among the common people, in the fame manner 

that Chevy Chafe, or the Babes in the Vood are in England. But . 

I mutt conclude, &c. &c.”——-O&t, 31, 1778. a t 

eces 


: Thus | eH 
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eee we fee that, uniefs the profefled tranflator of The 

Vorks of the Caledonian Bards be a fecond Chatterton, there 1 
tle reafon to doube the authent ie: of cithe: thefe poems, 
or of thofe publifhed by Mr. Macpherfon, 

With refpect to the pieces contained in the volume before us, 
the Tranfla or acknowledges, as our Correfpondent has above 
obferved, that he has paiied over a of merit were 
to thofe inferted in this volume.’ But, he adds, ‘as he has 
been completely mortified, on comparing his own verfions with 
the’originals *, he was bt en of kr owing the juc ement ot 
the Public concerning his manner of executing thefe tranfla- 
tions. If he fhall be fo h appy as to meet with their approba- 
tion, he will proceed with more fpirit to the tranflation of thole 
oems of a loftier nature,’ &c. &c, 

The pieces contained in this collection are Morduth, an hee 
roic poem, in three books. Zhe Cf me of Scar ‘law, heroic. The 
Chief of Feygien, fimilar to the for comg. Lhe Cave of Creyla. 
Colmala and Orwi: with fevera! others, of an el legiac, or a{to- 
ral kind, he imagery, and allufions yas in the poenis of Of- 
fan, are all confined to the moft friking phenomena of na- 
ture, the achievements of valour, the vicifiitudes of love, and 
the phantoms of fuperftition. The following fe es to the 
moft glorious of all viftble ol} ess after one of the chieftains 
had 1eccived a check in bat °, has fomething in it very pecu- 
liar, and, though fhort, may be given as a fpecimen of the 
Tranflator’s manner :——* Way doft thou frown in the Welt, 
fair haired traveller of the fky ¢ Our foes were not of the feeble. 
Often have the dark clouds concealed thy own beauty, in the 
day of the florm. . But, phisin thou drivelt the winds er oin thy 


lands, and purfuelt the tem pelt from thy fields; when the 
clouds vanifh at thy nod, and the w hielwind lies itul at thy de- 
fre; when thou Joo elk jean In triumpn on our land, and 


ae | 
hhakeft the white locks of thy awful bates in pride, above 
our bills 5 when we behold thee clothed in ail thy lovelinef, 
we rejoice in the conqueft thou haft m nite in heaven, and blefs 


thy friendly | beams, O Sun!—But retire to thy heathy bed with 


imiles, brig ‘ht monarch of the fy ; for we will yet be renowned.’ 
In the notes which are added, for the iluftration of sina 
pallazes in thefe poems, the Tranflator has thewn great dill- 
gence in his refearches concerning the manners and ~ Biaks of 
the ancient inhabitants of this ifland, the Celtic lanouage, and 
the controverfies which have arifen concerning thefe fubjects ; 


a 


——— 
—~_ 





oy 


* With re{pect to the originals, the Author teiis us, in his pre- 
face, that ¢ it is propof.dto publith them {oon,—as fome of tuele 
pieces have been collected from the mouths of perfons now living in 
the Highlands.’ ~ 


Rey, Nov. 1778, Bb parti- 
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particularly fome points in difpute between Mr. Whitaker ang 
Mr. Macpherfon, Our young adventurer boldly enters the lifts 
avainft the former of thefe champions; whom he encounters 
with vivacity; bur it gives us fome degree of furprife to fee the 
wren attack the eagle with fo much confidence, 

‘The preface is fo correétly written, that we cannot but con- 
fider it as, in fome degree, the work of a more experienced 
hand: we do not obferve in it thofe little deviations from the rules 
of grammar, which frequently occur in the poems, G, 





Ari. X. Flora Scotica; or, a Syftematic Arrangement. in the Lin. 
naan Method, of the native Plants of Scotland and the Hebrides, By 
John Lightfoot, A M. Rector of Gotham, in Nottinghamhhire, 
and Chaplain to the Duchefs Dowager of Portland. Svo. 2¥ols, 
15s. Boards, White. 


N giving an account of Mr. Pennant’s Tour in Scotland *, we 
took notice of the fatisfaction exprefled by that ingenious 
writer, in regard to his botanical fellow-traveller, the Rev. 
Mr. Lightfoot ; to whom, and to the Rev. Mr. Stuart, late of 
Killin +, he acknowledges himfelf ¢ indebted for all the comforts 
that arife from agreeable and worthy companions.’—To the firft- 
named of thefe Gentlemen, the Public is now principally obliged 
for the prefent fyftematical arrangement of the native plants of 
the northern part of our ifland, with thofe of the neighbouring 
ifles. The preface, however, informs us, that the work owes 
its appearance to Mr. Pennant. ¢ This Gentleman,’ fays’ our 
Author, ‘in his fecond tour and voyage to the Hebrides, in 
1772, kindly invited me to partake cf his company, and did 
every thing in his power to promote and facilitate my journey : 
a journey £ was defirous to undertake, not only as it promifed 
much variety of amufement and inftruction, but as it flattered 
me in a particular manner with a fair opportunity of gratifying 
a favourite affection I had long conceived for the fcience of bo- 
tany,; while it afforded the ezchanting profpect of examining a 
‘ country, whofe vegetable productions -had been attended to by 
very few.’—The word enchanting may, poflibly, be deemed ta- 
ther too warm for the occafion on which it is here ufed. But 
this will depend on the country of the critic who pafles judg- 
ment on the expreffion: if he be an Englifhman, he will fmile, 


—if a Scotchman ; he will pronounce it ** a vary geud word, | 


and vary properly applied.”—But to go on with Mr. Lightfoot’s 


prefatory account of his work. 
3 


¢ Mr. Pennant,’ continues cur Author, © who was well ac- 
quainted with the ruling pation of his companion, firft thought 


— aa 





* Vid. Review, vol. li. page 4:2. 
+ Now of Lufs, in Daabaiiouiiire. 
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ft to encourage it, by fuggefting the compilation of a Flora 
Scotica, and promifing afterwards to ufher it into the world, | 
This promife he hath performed at his fole expence, in the -f 
moft friendly and difinterefted manner.’ He 

In defcribing the plan of this work, and in mentioning the | 
yarious aids which the Author has received in the execution of 
it, we cannot make a better choice of words than his own: for 
he has, himfelf, given a very proper review of it: 

‘ The firft part of the book is a fketch of Caledonian zoology, 
compofed by Mr. Pennant, and prefixed for the benefit of thofe 
naturalifts who wifh to be acquainted with the animals of North 
Britain. 

‘ This is fucceeded by the Flora Scotica, or a fyftematic ar- 
rangement of the indigenous plants of Scotland and its iflands. 
This arrangement is entirely after the fexual or Linnzan me- 
thod, not only as being the prefent moft improved and fafhionable, 
but the moft ingenious and convenient; and, confequently, the 
moft eligible fyftem hitherto invented.—It is well known to 
confift of 24 clafles or primary divifions; at the beginning of 
each of which I have enumerated the feveral orders and genera 
contained under it, together with the fhort characters which 
diftinguifh each genus, after the manner of Linnzus, in the 
13th edition of his Sy/fema Nature. ‘This fhort fcheme enables 
the learner not only to behold, at one view, the various gencra | 
comprehended under each clafs, but alfo to diftinguifh readily 
their differences, and to difcover fome few fpecies of plants which 

| would feem to the Zyro improperly clafled, and might other- 
wife bafe his refearches in inveftigating their names. “Ihefe 
regular {pecies are therefore, to facilitate his inquiries, printed 
inltalics, and placed at the foot of the order to which they 
might feem to belong. 

‘ Again, at the head of every genus its generic characters are 
exprefled more fully, in conformity to the method of the Swe- 
difh naturalift, with references to his Gencra Plantarum, where 





a ee mes 


Ogee 





thofe characters are defcribed at large. | 
A * Under each genus are arranged the feveral /pectes, with their 
, tivial names and {pecific differences, all taken from the fame 
- | wthor, unlefs where new {pecies required new names to be 
‘ given them, 
s ‘ Then follow references to thofe authors who have exhibited 
. the beft figures of the feveral {pccies. "The books referred to 

a often indeed voluminous and expenfive, but they are fuch 
7 @ will yield much pleafure and fatisfaCtion to the learner. 
it |, ° Next proceeds the common Englifh name of each fpecies, 
a and afterwards the Scotch and Gaulic or Erfe namts, fo far as 

they are generally known and reccived by the inhabitants. 

Bb 2 ‘ To 
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‘ To thefe are fubjoined each plant’s particular place of 
crowih, or native foil, “To which is added, its duration, and 
time of flowering, exprefled by their proper fiens, &c. 

‘Then follows a fhort defcription of each plant, or fome 
few dilise guifhing characters of it; fuch as were thought necef. 
fary eithe r to point out the difference of fpecies moft neatly al- 
lied, or to ailift the learner in afcertaining thofe plants which 
are cen rali v jeg it ie ie or but ill deferibed by authors: fuch 
efpecially are thofe of the C) ypiogamua Clals, which cof more 
time and attention then ali the other 23 clafles together, 

© Laft of all are fubjoined the various ujes of each plant, 
whether acsnomtcal, medical, or fuperflitisus. Their ceconomi- 
cal and medical ufes are e: xtrach ed irom authors of the firft cre. 
dit; for the moft part either from Linnzeus’s Materia Medica, 

* Aaller’s Hifloria Stirpium filelvetic. Yor their luper/titious 
wis am chiefly indebted to my often nentioned friend Mr. 


tuart, a native of the Hivhlands, and perfectly acquainted 
with the cutioms of his icone n* , 
"a a ° —ie 7 1 . 
‘In the courfe of this work, | have purpofely avoided t 
audition of all fjnonyms, not m to prevent {welling the 


, 


book, but becaule they have becn fo often repeated by “other 
authors, and feem to be, at the iame time, of little ufe to the 
learner, Jf therefore whoily omitted them, to make way for de- 
ais ge which, L flatter myicif, will prove of more fervice. 

© Sh L be afked why, contrary to ‘the prefent fafhion in 
works of this kind, L chofe to write the defcriptions and_ufes of 
the plants in Lnglip, rather than in Latin? 1 anfwer, to com- 


ply wrt the requcfi of my beft friends. I Neither do I think it any 
objection to the book, as it was written purely for the ufe of 
my countrymen, who will underftand it never the worfe for 
being written in their own tc nets 

‘ it may te thought, perhaps, a little arrogant, that I fhould 


efi 


attempt a fyltema tic arrangement of the plants of a large coun- 
try, without having fpcnt more than one jummer in it; and 
indced the imputation would — , if I had not received the 
ereateft aflfiflance from able and ing penious botanifts who have 
reftded in that country their whole lives : : gentlemen, who have 
not only permitted me to examine their valuable collections, 


— 
—_—— 





This young gentleman, 2 moft accurate obferver of nature’s 
works, and eriticaily veried in the £r/2 language,--I] had the good 
fortune to fhare as a companicn and iellow- traveller through the 
Highlands and Hebrides ae to him Lam obliged fora great pof- 
tion of the Highlond sia any, for many of the medical and cecunomical, 
and ail the /uperflitious ules of the plants which are inter{peried in 
this work; and to him I owe che fupply of their Exe or Gaulie 
names,’ 

but 


re a _  ——— 
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KY 
byt have freely communicated to me the obfervations of many 
years. 

‘ Among thefe, I have the pleafure, Gril. ta mention, with 
gratitude, the name of Dr. Hope, the prefent celebrated Pro- 
fellor v f Bota ny in L di inb urgh, who not only favour d.mev th 
the fight vf his c copious Herbarium, but permitter | me the ule of 


= 


bis notes and obfervations, the refult of a ng Inquiry. 


¢ Tothe Rev. Dr. Burcets of Kirk:michael, in Dumfries-fhire, 
[am indebted for the botan y of the Low/znds. Unfolicited and 
without referve, he was ready to impart ail the botanical difco- 
veries he had made during the courte of many years. To him 
Jam obliged for the provincial names of plants, or thofe made 
yfe of by the common people of the country.’ 

To thcie affi {tances » from gentlemen conflantly refident in 
Scotland, our Author adds his acknowledement of the friendly 
aids which he received trom thofe who made only tranfient 
yiits to it—-Dr. Parfons, Profefior of Anatomy at Oxford, 
gave him the ule of his Herbarium, with permiffion to extract 
the notes. Nir. Yalden, a Jace ftudent in phyfic at Ecinburgh, 
who had made a copious collection of the vegetable srodute 
tins of North Britain, with many curious obfervations on 
thtm, kindly fubmitted the whole to Mr. Lightfoot’s infpection 


Or 


and ufe. 

Dr. Sibthorpe, Profeffor of Botany at Oxford, permitted our 
Author to examine DILLENIUS’s celebrated co!} ection of mo/fes ; 
and thereby enabled-him to folve many doubts and dific ‘ulties 
refpecting the numerous {pecies of that minute site of vegc- 
tables, 

Tothe number of thofe friends who have lent their afif%- 
ance toward the prefent work, our Author is © happy to add 
tae refpectable and celebrated names of Jofeph Banks, Efq; 
nd Dr. Solander, the two great philofophical lum:naries of 
this nation.’ 
Having thus exhibited a fhort plan of his work, and enume- 
fated the affitlances he received in the execution of it, Mr, 
Lightfoot p proc ‘eds to —— us with his own pre} pureti ve 
qualifications for the undertaking. “Phe entertaining ‘tier ice 
of botany, we are told, had bee n the conftant amufement of 
his rides and walks, for upwards of fixteen years, previous to 
bis tour in Scotland. He adds, ¢ that in this tour, he traveticd 
fom the fouth of Anandale, to the borders of Sutherfand; that 
he vifited mott of th e Hebris 35 ExCe; t the Long illand, tra- 
Weried the kingdom from Argyiethire to the county of Mearns, 





that Is, from the \ Wwe ite rn to t! ie ealtern fhore, and akte rward 
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embraced every opportunity of fcaline the higheft mountairis 

° ; - ° 9 
climbing the moft rugged rocks, penetrating the thickeft woods, 
treading the fallacious bogs, winding upon the fhores of feas 
and lakes, in fhort, of examining every variety of land and wa. 
ter, which promifed a variety of vegetables.’ 

Our ingenious Botanift concludes with this juf re. 
flexion :—* Should the following performance happen to excite 
any to the ftudy of the vegetable creation, it may poffibly be. 
come the fource of much health and pleafure, by the exercife 
it neceflarily promotes to the body, and the complacency it al- 
ways begets in the mind: but fhould it prove the happy inftru. 
ment of diverting any from foolifh and unmanly purfuits to the 
rational ftudy of God’s works, and the contemplation of hig 
fublime attributes, manifefted therein, which is the natural 
tendency of fuch a ftudy, my time and labour have not been 
employed in vain.’ 

This work is illuftrated by 35 octavo plates, which, in ge- 
neral, are pretty well drawn and engraved ; of thefe, five relate 
to the ZooLoGy. Proper indexes are given, viz. a Latin one 
of the genera; another, Engli/h and Scotch, of the names of 
plants; and a third, of the names in Ere. G, 





Art. XI. Another Account of a Tranfa&ion which paffed in the Be- 
ginning of the Year 1778. Rather more correct -than that which is 
called, *€ An authentic Account of the Part taken by the Earl of 
Chatham, &c.” 4to. 1s, Cadell, 


»>EHOLD how great a maitter.a little fire kindleth *!” 
y Behold how much public altercation hath fprung from 
the private converfations incidentally held between Dr. Adding- 
ton and Sir James Wright. Befides the pamphlets on this fub- 
ject, we have had, inferted in the news-papers, obfervations 
upon it by Lord Mountftuart, fon to the Earl of Bute; and 
alfo other ob{fervations, by Mr. Pitt, fon to the late Lord Cha- 
tham: together with a multitude of Remarks, by anonymous 
writers.x—In our laft Month’s Catalogue we, very briefly, no- 
ticed the * Authentic Account ;> to which the tract before us may 
be confidered as the reply of Sir J. W. on the part not only of 
himfeif, but of the Earl of Bute. From the earlieft reports and 
publications relative to the tranfaction here referred to, it might 
have been concluded, that Dr. A. was commiffioned by Sir J. 
W. on the part of the Earl of Bute, to hold out to the Earl of 
Chatham the idea of acting together with him in adminiftration 5 
which propofal Lord C. without hefitation, peremptorily re 
jected. It might, likewife, have been inferred that Sir J. W. 
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the friend and agent (in this bufinefs) of Lord B. had acted 


the part of an officious, infidious emiflary.—The truth, how- 
ever, now feems to come out; but it comes forth only as the 
moufe from the mountain. It now appears that Dr. A. the 
friend of Lord C had (in the warmth of his zeal for the reco- 
very of poor confumptive Old England) of his own mere mo- 
tion, thrown out hints to Sir J. W. tending to engage him in 
a fcheme + for affecting a political alliance between their two 
noble friends, already mentioned ;—that meiflages, notes, let- 
ters, &c.{ had pafied, not only between thefe well-meaning 
gentlemen (for fuch we doubt not, they were, as to their Views, 
in regard to this prbject) but alfo from Lord B. to Sir J. W. 
and from Lord C. to Dr. A. From all whch, however, it is 
evident, that neither of the nominal prINcIPALS Jn this nego- 
ciation, were PRINCIPALS in reality; and that THEY, in truth, 
were not at all defirous of the propofed coalition:—in courfe, 
down fell this fine air-built edifice, to the ground. 

As political fecrets, like moft others, are always quickly di- 
vulged, it appears that reports concerning this fruftrated fcheme, 
had, fomehow, got abroad; and that Trutu had not met with 
more than ufual refpect, on this occafion. ‘This circumftance, 
we fuppofe, induced Dr. A. to publifh his narrative of the 
tranfaction, and that Account has produced not only the re- 
marks of Lord Mountftuart and Mr. Pitt, with (as already 
obferved) a fwarm of anonymous news-paper difputants, but 
likewife the prefent ample and well-written detail of the whole 
matter ;—-in which Dr. A. is feverely, but in no illiberal terms, 
reproached, as being not only $ the divulyer, but even the mif= 
reprefenter of a confidential intercourfe,—which, if not private 








t The methed was, to fuggelt to each of the two noble peers that he 
flood well in the private opinion of the ether; ot the truth of which, both 
the Baronet and the LDottor had themfelves, ir appears, no doubt. 
This pre!iminary overture naturally occafioned c/vil things to be faid by 
each of the Criers; butitis plain that their hearts were nct touched, 

Lord B. it is true, went fo far as to declare, § that 1f Lord C. hould 

“think fit to take an adlive part iv adwuiniiiration, he fhould have his 
[Lord B.’s] molt hearty concarrence and fincere good wihhes.’—But 
Lord C. we find, peremptorily rejecte1 every idea of acting with the 
E. of B. in adminiitration —By * concurrence,’ however, it 1s obvious, 
as Sir James explains it, that Lord Bu:e only meant to {peak * the 
language of an independent, and no inconiiderable, member of the 
legiflature—the fimple, genuine laoguage, which every in:epeadent 
mea.ber of the Houle of Lords, which every independent member of 
the Houfe of Commons, would naturally hold to a minitter, on 
whofe abilities and integrity they relied, and whofe adminiitratioa 
they, therefore, wifhed to fupport.? 

{ Thefe appear in the Narrative now before us. 
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frien th'p, yet profeffional delicacy, fhould have kept from the 
ear of babblin 2 curl iofity ’ 

We fhall not trouble our Readers with any of the particulars 
here controverted, as the news-papers haye already worn them 





threadbare. “lo many Enol:f cies: Inde d, at a juncture fo 
big with concerns of ‘shuns greater moment to this country, I 
and perhans to half the globe, an entertainment of this kind 
would, probably, feem very infipid ; Rage sage that the Pa 
ingenious Author of the Account before us has taken care to Se 
{prinkle it with falt enouch to give ita relifh :—a relith, per- Jal 
haps, to every ie except Dr. A. who is frequently rallied ap 
in terms fuch as thefe-—§ Dr. A’s abilities as a phyfician are ace } its 
knowledzed: on the fubje@ of his profeffion, no man more he 
learned, or more pertinent. But that is rarely the fubjec of en! 
his choice. Hts darling theme is Pe litics. “Though the whole pri 
Jiftening college fhould hang on what he fpoke, it would give Ph 
him little pleaf ure; his joy, his sae, are to dictate on the fub- dif 
ject of politics, —Phis remark is not made with a view of throw- alf 
ing eny ridicule on the Doétor, but, &c. &c’—— the 
Frivolous as this di (pute may be deemed, with refpect to the the 
Public in general, it has given circulation to the knowledge of US, 
one circum tance, which may prove matter of new and real in- fo 
: formation to muy readers, viz. that the Larl of Bute has been tha 
- | totally unconncéted with the adminiftration of our public Affairs ever mu 
. | fince the year 1765 *. Por this, we have not only his Lords | 
fhip’s own words, conveyed by the hand of Sir James Wright, the 
but alfo the pofitive and explicit declaration of Lord Mount- eve 
ftuart, under his father’s authority, in the obfervations above he 
referred to, communicated by his Lordfhip to the Public, thro’ apy 
the channel of the news papers. —A difcovery, by the way, which the 
| will bankrupt half of the nume rous party-feribblers of the times, the 
—who, from the xra of Lord B.’s miniftry, to the prefent day, po! 
have fubfitted by reviling him, as the main-fpring of all our po! 
‘ unfortunate political movements, and “* the ruin of his king and ref 
p | country |” G, , thc 
— in 
* Sir J. W. affures the Public, in a zore, printed in p. 39 of this the 
pamphlet, that the King told him, in the year 1769, that ** he had ing 
not feen him | Lord B. | for two years,” —Nor fance, if we rightly un- of 
aerftand certain fimilar declarations in this gers apap and in Lord of 
Mountflusrt’s paper. In a letter from Sir J, W. to Dr. A. (p. 33 hu 
of this Narrative) Sir }. fpeaks of what Lord B. faid to him. in Fe- te 
brnary lait, relating to ce his retired life, which he hoped to adhere to 
as long as he lived—his long abfence from public bufinefs—-and the pre 
many years which had interwened fince he faw the King, Ge. Ge” 7 
ray 
call 
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E Etude de PHifteire, Ge. 1.€. Concerning the Study of" 
D Hiftory. By the Abbé M. ABL y; addrefled to the Prince of 
Parma. Svo. Maeftricht and Paris. 1778. This is calleda 
Second Edition, and yet if we are not miftaken, this work has 
lain by for a long time in manufcript, and now makes its firft 
appearance in print. Be that as it m: ayy the work is worthy of 
its judicious and learned Author, who is refpectable even when 
he errs, becaufe his very errors are often the fruits of his noble 
enthufiafm in the caufe of liberty, virtue, and mankind. The 
principles of this Author are well known: in the Conferences of 
Phocion, of which he was the anonymous author, they were 
difplayed in an elezant and interefting form —they appeared 
ilfo in his Principles of mage, a work much inferior to 
the former, of which we gave an account when it appeared ;— 
they are prefented ina ne -w point of view in the work before 
us, and are confirmed by a feries of hiftorical facts, which are 
fo blended with al! the reafonings of our ingenious Author, 
that thefe reafonings appear to be only hii torical relations, com- 
municated in a political phrafeology. 

In the firft part of this work the Author lays down, with 
he prover illuftrations, the fundamental truths from whence 
every good fyftem of Iegiflation mult be derived. In the fecond, 
he examines the coniftitutions of thofe ftates in Europe which 
approach the neareft to his principles, and he compares together 
the inconveniencies and advant izes reiulting from them. In 
the third asia after having ¢ onlidered the obftacles which op- 
pofe a reformation in the modern fyftems of civil polity, he 
points out the means that may be employed to bring about this 
reformation ; and in tr eating all thefe branches. of his fubject, 
,though there be a remarkabie fimplicity, nay an air of tritenefs 


- 


"in his principl sy yet their application to hiftorical facts, and 
the rife and decline of nations, ancicat and modern, is intereft- 
ing, and really itviking His prince: pies are, firft, the neceflity 
of laws and magiftrates—fecondly, that the inequity or injuttice 
of the laws is the fundamental caufe of all the evils that infeft 

human fociety —thirdly, that the fubject muft be obedient to 


the mayiftrate, and the magiftrate to the laws—fourthly, that 
precautions muft be ule -d againft the paflions (742. the avarice 
and am! ition ) of itrangers—and, fifthly, that flates ought to 
have no other ha ippinels in view but that to which mankind are 


falled by reafon and nature. By the application of thefe principles 
we 
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we fee that the worthy Author is an humane caftle-builder who 
is erecting a political edifice in his imagination, which dom hoe 
nour to his heart, and which both mini/ferial and oppofition poli. 
ticians will probably look upon with as much indifference as 
they do on the Holy City, the New Earth, which St. John, ‘in 
vifion, faw coming down out of heaven, and which was to be the 
manfion of order and righteoufnefs. The Philanthropift, whofe 
book lies before us, is for making nations happy by virtue :— 
the perfons concerned in the government of every nation, 
known to us, proceed upon quite different principles, and we 
fee both among ourfelves at home, as well as among our neigh. 
bours, how they fucceed. 

Be that as it may, the morality of our Author’s politics thews, 
that M. Mably knows the nature of man, the nature of things, 
and the nature of true happinefs; and the following difcourfe, 
addreffed to the Czar Peter I. from the mouth of a fecond 
Le Fort, who judges ftill better than the firft, will thew, that, 
if the Abbe Masty is not a fafhionable politician, he is a wife 
and good one: 

‘ Sire, fays the counfellor tothe Ruffian Monarch, you have 
erected an immen/e edifice; but allow me to afk you, whai and 
where are its foundations? Perhaps you have forgot them, being 
entirely bufied about the externa! embellifhments of the build- 
ing. But, perhaps alfo, this magic grandeur, which is your 
own ftupendous work, will difappear with you :—perhaps pofte- 
rity, while it admires your exploits, will cover you with reproach 
for not having taken more probable meafures for the ftability and 
permanent glory of your empire ;—perhaps it will find in the 
very principles of your adminiftration, the caufes which under- 
mine the force of that empire, and threaten its deftruction. 

¢ You have, ina manner, Sire, created fhip-builders, failors, 
foldiers, merchants, and artifts; but if you have taken no mea- 
fures in order to render thefe men citizens and patriots, what 
permanent advantages will Ruffia derive trom their labours, and 
talents? It was not by their docks, canals, and dikes, that Hol- 
Jand excited (at a certain period) the wonder of Europe, but by 
the {pirit of virtue and patriotifm, that animated their countels, 
and the laws that eftablifhed their liberty. 


© You have acquired little valuable knowledge by your refie - 


dence in Holland, if vow have not difcerned the caufes of the 
decline of the United States, who by their eirorts to imereate 
their credit and luftre, have fown the feeds of degeneracy and 
decay. England might have given you more important and in- 
trudctive lefions, than thofe which you have derived from the 
methods it has employed of rendering its Commerce flourtining 
and extenlive. You might have obicrved, that the opulence, 


which 
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which is the fruit of thefe meafures, hath already fhaken the 
pillars of its conftitution ; and will, perhaps, in procefs of time, 
ruin both its commerce and its liberty, 

‘ Your fleets, Sire, have made you mafter of the Baltic, and, 
at Conftantinople, the Sultan and his Divan are uneafy at your 
préterifions to the navigation and commerce of the Black Sea, 
But allow me to afk you, what will Ruffia gain by that ambi- 
tion which ftartles and alarms your neighbours, and that alread 
renders your views an object of fufpicion and apprehenfién to the 
reft of Europe? What advantage will you derive from aug- 
menting your forces, if by this you augment the number of 
your enemies? Why make conquefts, when you have fo many 
defert provinces, which you might render fruitful and populous ? 
To reform Ruffia, and render its people happy, you muft re- 
form your power—govern your fubjccts, but obey the laws.— 
The /aws alone fhould reign fupreme: when men govern in their 
place, then all the inhabitants of a nation are oppreflors or op- 
preffed. 

‘ The Ancients (fays our Author, in another place) looked 
upon morals as the bafis of politics, and virtue as the fource of 
national frength and true profperity.” But what is the language 
which is exprefled in the inftitutions and political maxims of the 
ereatelt part of the mations of Europe? Read, if you can go 
through the drudgery, the innumerable publications concerning 
commerce and finances, which ignorance and avarice are con- 
tinually fending from the prefs, and you will find them replete 
with principles quite contrary to thofe of the Ancients.-——Which 
are in the richt?—lIt is at leaft evident, that the intention of 
the ancient philofuphers and legiflators, was to render men ho- 
neft and public-fpirited, while ours, who appear to be little 
better than factors, bankers, and ftock-jobbers, feem to have no 
other view in their pompous panegyrics on luxury, and their 
fchemes for augmenting trade and opulence, than to render a 
nation effeminate and mercenary. 

‘ Turn over, Serene Prince, the annals of hiftory, examine 
them attentively, and fee if you can difcover any one nation or 
body of men, which accumulated riches like Carthage, and yet, 
at the fame time, acquired (like Rome and Sparta, in the periods 
of their poverty) the virtues and talents that conftitute the 
ftrength of a Republic. Name any ftate, any kingdom, where 
niches, engendering luxury, have not encouraved a {pirit of 
tyranny, and produced a pronenefs to fervitude. Where have 
they not excited divitions, fa€tions, injuftice, oppreffion, and 
the contempt of al! laws moral and political? Into what coun- 
try have they not invited conquerors and invaders ? I am always 
aixing myfelf, why Lacedemon, enriched by the counfels of 

Lyfander, 
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Lyfander, could not maintain the fuperiority and dominion it 
had acquired in the glorious period of its poverty. And why 
the Roman Republic began to decline, when it grew rich with 
the fpvils of the vanguilhed, and with the treafures of the 
Kaft ?’ 

Thefe paflages may fuffice as a fpecimen of the fpirit of pa- 
triotifm, and the mafculine tone of good fenfe which reign in 
this book. 

I. Fiftoire des Perruques, Sc. i.e. An Hiftory of Wigs; 
in which an Account is given of their Origin, Uje, and Form; as 
alfo of the Abufes and Irregularities that have been introduced in the 
Perukes of Ecclefiajlics. By M. Joun Baprisr pg THIERS, 
D. D. Vol. t. iam 1778. This Doétor in Divinity 
does not mean to be jocular:—no fuch thing: his work is truly 
ferious, and really learned. It becomes, indeed, even thys, 
more or lefs jocular.— The very title has fomething of that con- 
trafi that Ariftotle, Hutchefon, and Beattie look upon as the 
principle of (that ftrange thing) laughter, and we think that 
gravity itfelf muft {mile at the fimple mention of an Hiffory of 
Wigs, by a Doctor in Divinity, woo has a cure of fouls: for 
the author of this work was Curate of Champrond. The Curate, 
however, treats the maiter very gravely: he declares an eternal 
war agaiuft wigs, which diabolical invention he proves to be as 
ancient as Cyrus, to have been firft ufed by women, and after- 
waids to have been adopted by men. An immeanfity of 
learning is here difplayed in treating and cenfuring the wigs 
of Jews and Jeweiles, and gentlemen and ladies of the 
Pagans. Hannibal’s wigs have given more pain and labour to 
our Author than the reft; becaufe the Carthaginian beau hada 
wig for every feafon, and ts faid to have changed his peruke 
thrice in a day, when he was amufing himfelf at the Ranelaghs 
and Vauxhalls of Capua.————T his curious piece.of folemn 
trifling is the republication of a book, become extremely rare. 

(li. Yadleaxn Hiftorique 2 la Marine Francoife depuis la Fonda- 
tion de la Monarchie jujgw a nes “fours. i.e. An Hiftorical View 
of the French Marine from the Foundation of the Monarchy to the 
prefent Times. By M, Turpin. gto. 1778. How comes it, 
that fuch a writer as M, Turpin, whofe exuberant eloquence 
has rendered him fo verbole and voluminous in the panegyric of 
the Prince of Condé, in the Biographical Hiftory of the French 
Worthies (@ la mode de Plutargue) and other performances on 
paper, has been able to fill only 68 pages with an Hifforical 
View or Tablature of the French Marine, though this view 
exprefsly takes in all the revolutions that have happened in that 
marine fince the entrance of the Franks into Gaul: a {pace of 
3300 years? Without pretending to anfwer this queftion, we 
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fhall only obferve that the work, now before us, is to be fol- 
Jowed by a feries of exlogies, in which all the illuftrious French- 
mn who diftinguithed themiclves at fea, will be abundantly 
be-praifed. ‘The Author obferves, that this is a favourable time 
for exciting a thirit for naval glory, when France is opening 
Pam ~~ he fhe 7. £ he waf{nerie 
her eyes on her feamacts, as the inftruments o! her profperity, 
when the wi/dom of the piins formed in the council of her 
Monarch, prepare and promzfe fuccefs, and when a fublime genius 
prefides over the operations of her Acets. “Phe Prench marine, 
notwithftanding the vatour of her feamen, never made any con- 
fiderable figure, according to our Author, except under the 
minittry of Cardinal Richlicu. This eminent ftatefman, cone 
yinced that the dominion of the fea would in time draw after it 
that of the land, created a flect to prote&t the French fitheries 
and commerce, Until his time the French had no fhips ot any 
confiderable fize; and thofe, which they had, were not con- 
ftructed fo as to have batteries on both fides; the guns were 
placed in them as they are at prefent in the gallies. Richlieu 
was the firft minifter, by whofe order a fhip of 72 guns was 
built; and this was looked upon as a prodigy of naval architec- 
ture. The political fyitem of Cardinal] Mazarin was entirely 
confined to wars by land; and thus the French marine declined 
tofuch a degree, that when Lewis XiV. affumed the reins of 
government, there were no more than ezght thips in his fleet fit 
for fervice. Colbert, feconding the views of this Monarch, 
changed, in a fhort time, the face of things; an hundred fthips 
of the line were built by his order, of which feveral carried 
from go to 100 guns. The feamen were ranged into different 
claff2s; the wifett reeulations were mede, and the French ma- 
rine recovered its reputation, by the talents, valour, and ex- 
ploits of Duguefne, Dugué Trouin, Tourville, ‘John Bart, For- 
bin, Damfreville, Tourouvre, Valbelle, D’ Eyjirees, Coetlogen, &c. 
Notwithitanding this favourable revolution, the battle of La- 
Hogue gave a deadly blow to the naval force of France; 
Cardinal Fleury let it fall into decay; and the many victories 
obtained by the Englifh, during the laft war, rendered its con- 
dition worfe than it had ever been in any period of the French 
monarchy, It has now again, however, raifed its head; Of / 
tempora ! 
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RELtiIGious and CONTROVERSIAL, 

Art. 13. A Sketch of the difiingui/bing Graces of the Chriflian Cha. 
rater, as originating from the Holy Spirit's fecret yet efficacious In. 
fruence on the Mind's of :\ en; with a rational Inquiry into the Reality 
aud Nature of divine Influences. By Phiip Gurdon, M.A. Fe}. 
Jow of Magdalen College, Oxford. 12mo. 25. 6d. fewed, 
Matthews. 1778 


HE Author of this work appears to be a man of fenfe i 


learning, and what is of greater worth, a man of piety. He 
modeftly pleads for a candid treatment of his performance on account 
of the motive from which it has arifen ; a principle he fays of Chrif. 
tian philanthropy. ‘* One particular circemitance, we are told, bas 
in a peculiar manner touched his tender feelings on this occafion: 
the late in which great numbers, whom he highly refpects for ge- 
nius, education, polite interature, and {cientific knowledge, ftand 
affected to Vital Religion. Several, thus diflinguifhed, have openly 
attacked its fuong holds; others have, more covertly, endeavoured 
to undermine its foundations; and a third clafs, though profefing 
to be its friends, have manifefted a traiterous indifference to the de. 
fence of its very bulwarks, not to fay, have opened the citadel itfelf 
to avowed enemies. As he feels no refentment again fuch perfons, 
but a grief for them as fo fitally deceived, he hopes at lealt to be 
heard with a diipailionate temper of mind. He is very forry that 
ocealions have been Too frequently given them by the abfurdity, hy- 
pocrify, and lukewarmnefs of many Nominal Chriftians. 'The enthu- 
fiafiic pretenfions of fome; tke dull, lifelefs, and infipid formality 
of others ; the cobweb fyflem of mere morality, which has been fub- 
fiitured in the place of irue religion, by great numbers who profefs 
the Chrijtian name, have had too prevailing an influence with many 
to enlift themfelves under the banner of Infidelity. By the above de- 
ceptive reprefentation of religion, they have been led to judge, that 
if, Morality be All in All, in the Chrifian scheme, as fome ‘pretend, 
then the Go/pel Revelation muit be ufelefs, and Natural Religion, or 
a Syftem of Ethics mult fuperfede fuch a fuperfluous diipenfation.— 
Or tiom a different, yet equally falie and abfurd fuppofition, they 
shave been induced to imagine that.they muit become irrational in 
their minds, extravagant in their imaginations, and renounce 
every delicate feeling and emotion of the foul if they would be 
the followers of Chnft. By way of anfwer to thefe and fimilar 
objections, in the enfuing treatife, the Author has endeavoured 
to eyo Chriftianity carries its true difciples beyond the 
highei? meral attainments:—ibat the truths which we embrace, 
the principles by which we are influenced, the fpirit and temper, the 
life and conduct which we are to manifeft, if we would give a decla- 
rative proof of the reality and power of our religion, are agreeable 
to the Aighe/? reafon. In refpect tothe lait objeGion, throughout the 
whole of this effay, in difcuiling its refpe‘tive topics, it is attempted 
to prove, as a principal end ia view, that genuize, vital religion : 
truly 
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ntimental—T hat it excites and cherifhes the moft generous and 


q 
0 eikgs of the foul, direéts them to their proper objects, and 


makes the heart truly happy in the lively and vigorous exercife of 


them.’ . . e e bd ° 
In fuch terms does this Writer, in his preface, acquaint his readers 


with the fcope and defign of his work. : 

The two firft chapters contain an inquiry Into the reality and na- 
ture of the divine influence; in the others the following virtues are 
confidered as forming the Chriflian temper, Fairu, Revenrance, 
Hore, the Love or Gop, Love as it refpects Man, Peace, Joy, 
Humitity and Meekwess, PaTieNce, RIGHTEOUSNESS, LEMPE<- 
nance. The tra¢t has entirely a practical tendency, urging an ate 
tention to thofe things which are of allowed importance and necef- 
fity ; and therefore it deferves to be candidly received and carefu'ly 
regarded ;—though, in fome few things, relative to the operation of 
the Spirit, every Reader may not be entirely in the Author’s fenti- 
ments. 

Art. 14. Bifbop Taylor’s Fudgment on Articles and Forms of Con- 
Siffon in particular Churches; with Notes, and an Epiitle dedica- 
sory to the Right Reverend the Lord B:fhop of Lichteld and Co- 
ventry. Svo, us. 6d. Johnfon. 1778. 

Civil and religious liberty are each of fuch ineftimable worth that 
itis far better to exceed in publications in their defence, than to re- 
main filent when any propofitions are advanced that bear an appear- 
ance of mifreprefenting their nature, or encroaching on our enjoy- 
ment ofthem. Dry. Hurd having republifhed (from Bifhop Taylor’s 
Dudor Dubitantium)T be moral Deenfivation of theT ruth of the Chriftian 
Religion * ; the Writer of the pamphlet before us was, by this means, 
led to examine more carefully this Bithop’s works; in which he met 
with a difcourfe on fubfcription to articles and forms of confeftion. 
This therefore he now delivers to the world, and feems to contra} 
with Bifhop Hurd’s charge delivered to the clergy of the diocefe 
of Lichfeld and Coventry, in 1775 and 1776, fuppofing that the 
principles of the two Bifhops are not entirely confonant. He ac- 
knowledges indeed, there is no neceflity that, becaufe Dr. Hurd 
agrees with Dr. Taylor in his Demontiration of the Truth of the 
Chritian Religion, he fhould alfo agree with him in his jucgment 
on articles and forms of confeflion. ‘ Ard yet, fays he, as your 
Lordfhip fo cordially agrees with the Bifhop in the foundation of 
Chiillianity, it muft furprize fome of the Readers of both perform- 
ances, that the authors fhould differ from each other fo widely and 
fo materially, concerning what is underftood by both to be built on 
it, that it is impoflible the ground-work fhould fuflain both your fu- 
perfiructures.? Our Author proceeds to reafon, we think acutely 
and fentibly, with the Bifhop on the fubje& of creeds and formularie 
of faith, Among other obfervations he reminds his Lordfhip of the 
different grounds on which he and Dr. Balguy have placed themfelves 
in defence of the fame caufe. ‘The latter betakes himfelf at once to 


1,, vil authority, fetting afide, as it were, the fcriptures, and refer- 





* Vid. Monthly Review, vol. liv. p. 417. 
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ring us only to the Book of diance, from whence it was inferred 
that with re{pe to the obligation of conforming, it was not at all 
material, whether the ftate formulary was a Proteitant, or indeed a 
Chriflian formulary or not, for that the civil magiftrate had it in his 
option to ellablith what religion he pleafed, But your Lordhhip, 
fays he, taking the fcriptures as a rule of faith into your account 
feems to have laid yourtelf under an obligation of proving, that this 
common formulary, or more precife explanation of what is believed 
to be the true meaning of the icriptures, is reafonably propofed to 
the guides and teachers of religion, as a tett of their right faith, 
Or in other words, that it is propofed to them by a competent frip. 
tural authority.’ 

Indeed it muft be confefed tha: the faperintendants of our efta- 
blifthed Church appear to be greatly hampered in the defence of their 
own practice, as to articles of faith, &c. They write in its vindi- 
cation, and write often in an elegant and pleaiing manner, but js 
there not caufe frequently to confider their reafoning as fuperficial 
and not really brought to the point in view? Might it not be wifer 
and better to cut the matter fhert at once by joining ifué with Dr, 
Balguy, and acknowledge that Chriftianiry is out of the queftion, 
and that, if the civil power think fit, Popery or Paganifm may ferve 
the purpofe as well? Whether Bithep Taytor was a friend to fub. 
{criptions cannot certainly be inferred from the little tra& with 
which we are here prefented, and which forms a very {mail part of 
this pamphlet. He confiders them as wholly political ; he obferves, 
that no church ought with rigour to require fubtcriptions to articles 
which are not evidently true, and neceffary to be proiefled; becaufe, 
fays he, in the divilion of hearts that is in the world, it is certain 
that fome good men may diffent, and then either they fhall be af- 
flidied, or be tempted to hypocrify, of e ther of which if ecclefiafti- 
cal Jaws be guilty, they are not for edification, but are neither jut 
nor pious, and therefore oblige not. But if ior temporary regards 
the Supreme Power do require fub{cripiion, thofe temporal regards 
mufl be complied with, fo that the {piritual interefts of fouls and 
truth be fecured. And therefore the next good thing to the not im- 
poling uncertain and unneceffary articles is, that great regard be 
had, and great eafe be done to wife and peaceable Diffenters. And, 
at laft, in fuch cafes, let the articles be made with as great latitude 
of fenfe as they can, and fo that fub{cription be made to the form 
of words, let the fubfcribers underitand them in what fenfe they 
pleafe, which the truth of God will fuffer, and the words can be ca- 


‘pable of. This is the lat remedy, but it is the worft; it hath in 


it fomething of craft, but very little of ingenuity; and if it can 
ferve the ends of peace, or of external charity, or of a phantattic 
concord; yet it cannot ferve the ends of truth, and holinefs, and 
Chriftian fimplicity.? One would think from this language of the 
good Bifhop that he was not heartily in the intereits of fubfeription 5 
however it is clear he was for candour and moderation. The Writer 
of the pamphlet makes fome very pertinent remarks, in the notes. 
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Art. 15. Forms of Prayer for public Worfhip, Baptifm, and the 


Lord’s Supper, collected from various devotional Othces, compofed 
forthe Ute of Proteftant Diffenters, To which is added, a Li- 


turgy, chiefly felected from the Book of Common Prayer. Alfo 


felect Pfalms, adapted to the Ufe of Chrittian Congregations, 
With Anthems for particular Seafons. The fecond Edition. 12mo,. 
3 S. fewed. Salifbury, printed, London, fold by Johnfon. 1777. 
The principal view of the compilers of this book, appears to have 
been, to provide a fufiicient varicty of forms, to obviaie an objeftion 





which has been made to the too frequent repetition of the fame form. 
The Liverpool form has contributed much to this volume: The 
| ofices for Baptifm and the Lord’s Supper are taken from a later 
ublication, entitled 4 Liturgy, on the Principles of the Chrifian 
} Religion; and Mr. Lindlay’s Bock of Common Prayer reformed has been 
of equal fervice, with refpect to other parts of the work. As thefe 
publications are pretty well known, or have been already taken 
notice of in the Review, it is unneceffary to fay any thing farther of 
’ this compilation. Hi 
Art. 16. 4 Book of Prayers and Devotions for private Ufe; in . 

Two Parts. tart 1. Containing a Colle¢tion of thort Prayers, 

fuitable on moft Occafions, and in molt Circumftances and Con- 

ditions of Life. Alfo an Office for Women with Child, till after 

they have been churched. Part 2. Containing Thoughts on Ino- 

culation, and the Practice of Devotion recommended in the Ufe 

of it, With Prayers for Families and fingle perfons, during the 

Procefs, in which is inferted an eafy and effectual Prefervative 

Medicine, for thofe who cannot be reconciled to the Praétice of 

Inoculation, with fuitable Prayers, &c. 12mo. 2s. 6d. Col- 
| chefter, printed. London, fold by Robinfon. 1777. 

Who would think of meeting, in a book of prayers and devotions, 
with a prefervative againit the Small pox? However, fo it is, and 
communicated, we are told, by Dr. Haller to the Royal Academy at 
Stockholm, wear Sweden; what can be meant by the words, sear 
Sweden, we do not comprehend, unlefs they are to manifeft the 
Writer’s {kill in geography. He feems, however, to be a well- 

4, meaning man, who gives fome good advice, and prefents fome forms 
I of devotion which may be ufed with propriety and benefit, } 
Art.17. Popery vindicated from divers vulgar Afperfions; with a ; 

Juftification of its Votaries, in taking the late Oath of Allegiance, 

And a few Proteftant Objefions, humbly fubmitted to their Soe 

lution. In fome Letters, occafioned by the Dialogues of the Rev. 

James Smith, in Apology for his Apoltacy. 8vo. 6d. Bew. 

This poorly written defence of Popery, will afford very little edi- 
fication to the Roman Catholic, and fiill lefs, we apprehend, will it 
convince or enlighten the Proteftant reader. Moft of the letters, of 
which it confifts, were originally publifhed in the news-papers; the 
printers of which, it appears from the Author’s own account, were foon 

_tired of his correfpondence :—as we have been, in the perufal of 
_ What he has here thrown together. 
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Art. 18. 4 Letter to the Reverend Theophilus Lindfay, A.M 
Svo. 6d. Rivington. 1778. ; 

Mr. Lindfay, and others, who oppofe the commonly received 
doctrine of the Trinity, have often alleged, that it is holy {cripture 
alone which can decide this important point, and that it is thay oni: 
to which we muft make our final appeal. Accordingly, the Author 
before us takes the matter upon this ground; and endeavours to 
fhew, from the facred writings, that the Prophets {peak of the ap. 
pearance of Chrift, as of that of the Lord God :—That his works 
were fauch as the ancient infpired writers were wont to afcribe to 
Ged; Thatin his manner of doing them, and his appeals unto 
them, he affumed the charatier of the Son of God ;-—And, that it 
cannot reafonably be doubted, but chat the Apoftles underftood by 
this title, that Cihrift is the eternal and only begotten Son of God, 
of the fame Nature with his Father. The reafoning of this pamphlet 
doth not appear to us to be conclufive. It is written, however, with 
ferioufnefs and candour, and its arguments may, by many, be deemed 
important and fatisfaétory. 

Art. 19. A fhort Inquiry into the Scripture Account of the Ufe aud 
Intent of the Death cf Corifi, By Philalethes Borealis. 8vo. 1s, 
Longman. 1778. 

Much controverfy hath arifen on this fubje&, and the view which 
this Author gives of it aflords us nothing new : he fuppofes the Chrif- 
tian redemption a redemption from fin, and alfoa releafe from the 
guilt and punifiiment of it, on repentance: but though he fpeaks 
with becoming reverence of the merits of Chrift, he apprehends that 
the general method of treating the fubject is prejudicial to the in- 
tereits of virtac, and that ‘ the common people underitand them to fig- 
nify /omething done by Chrift, which will excufe them, and pacify 
Ged, and make ample amends for their fins and tranfgreflions.’ 
This is, certainly, an hurtful conclufion, againft which men ought 
to be carefully warned: and numbers who hold different fentimenis 
from this Writer on the fubject, though they do not run into the 
hich Calviniltic ftrain, as heartily reject as he can, all inferences of 
this kind. ‘The pamphlet is fenfible, and difcovers the Author’s ace 





quaintance with the fubject, togeiher with his well-meaning purpole , 0,4. 


jn communicatirg his thoughts to the Public. 

Art. 20. The Commandments of God, in Nature, Inftitution, and 
religious Statutes, in the Fiwifh and Chrifiian Churches. With 
Notes critical and hittorical. ‘Two Sermons preached before 
the Univerfity of Oxford, at St. Mary’s, Oftober 12, 1977. By 
Anfelm Bayly, LL.D. Subdean of his Majefty’s Chapels Royal. 
8vo, 18. Ridley. 1778. . 
There is fome peculiarity in this Author, He is well known to 

be acquainted with the learned languages; a qualification which he 

here particularly difcovers in his notes. The conclufion of the fecond 
difcourie feems rather remarkable. He confiders the word /fatutes 
as meaning the ritual appointments and obfervances of the Jewilh 
law ; which he fuppofes, as might be the cafe, to be typical of the 

Chriftian fcheme. From hence he proceeds to {peak of the church 

of Fingland; when, after offering {ome arguments in its defence, he 


‘adds ——‘ Though we may not venture to affirm that all things are 


purely 
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urely apoftolical, and that nothing in it might not poffibly be altered 

for the better, yet we may aflirm, that an attempt to alter woald be 
dangerous, that in it is nothing materially erroncous, and that zo 
cod and faufficient reajons were ever yet affigned, why any may not con- 
form to it, give his unieigned ailent and confent to its offices, creeds, 
and articles, even though as yet he fhould not perfectly underftand 
them, by prefumirg,-and taking for granted, that others do, and 
humbly hoping, that he himfelf may, in time, by fludy and ap- 
lication. For what is required of him, who is to conform? Not 
furely to declare that he has a perfect knowledge of all things, of 
thac all things are abfoluiely or infallibly perfect, but only that he 
will live peaceably in the fociety, and not by writing and preaching, 
or in any other way oppole its ftatutes and rules, its doctrine and 
difcipline. Who can fay, with che lea(t thadow of reafon, that this 
jswrong? And to be convinced that it is wife and wholefome, we 
need only to turn our eyes fora moment on the feftaries,’ This is 
rather more confidently faid, than might have been expftted from 
the modeit and humble Dr. Anfelm Bayly. 

Art. 21. The Parifh Clerk’s Pocket Companion; being a Col« 
leGtion of Singing Plalms,. from the old and new Verficns; fuited 
to every Sunday, Feitival, and Holiday, throughout the Year, 
A new Edition, with large Additions. By Jofeph Fox, fenior, 
Parith Clerk of St. Margaret, Weitminiler. «2zmo. 2s. bound, 
ohnfon, &c. 

If diligence and judgment, in the exercife of his calling, be fuf- 
ficient to intitle a man to the refpect of the fober and confiderate 
art of mansind, the honeft parifh clerk of St. Margaret’s poffeffes 


's that claim; but efpecially from his brethren of the defk, for whofe 
‘tufe and convenience this little volume is intended: and which feems 


well adapted to anfwer that intention. 

Mr. Fox publithed the firlt edition of his Parifb Clerk's Vade 
Mecum* in the year 17523 fince which he has induftrioufly applied 
himfeif to the improvement of the compilation; which he has now 
fent into the world on a more enlarged plan: having taken in the 
old and the zew verfions of the pfa'ms, for the convenience of thofe 
of his brethren who make ufe of the latter.—His feiection feems to 
have been judiciouily made.—If ‘ all things’ are to be performed 
with decency and order, the due regulation of every circumftance 
relative to the offices of public worfhip fhould, efpecially, be regard- 
ed; and among thefe, the fuiting, with propriety, the pfalms ufed 
in Our church-fervices, to the fevera] fundays, holydays, &c. 
throughout the year, ought not to be overlooked.—Mr. Fox has 
likewife fele&ted certain portions of the pfalms to be fung occafionally, 
On the fundays before facrament days: which, he obferves, * may 
not be improper to put the congregation in mind to prepare them- 
felves, in the enfuing week, for that great and imporiant work.” 
He has, moreover, © fuited the portions of pfalms for each funday 
and fetival, as near as poffible to the proper leffon, collect, epiitle 


Or gofpel for the day.’ 





* Under that title. 
C.e.8 For 
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For the farther particulars, in which this compilement may be 
ufeful, we refer tothe preface, at length. A 
i Art. 22. An Apology for the Baptifts. In which they are vindi- 
cated from the Imputation of laying an unwarrantable Strefs on 
| the Ordinance of Baptifm; and againft the Charge of Bigotry in 
4 refufing Communion at the Lord’s Table to Pzdobaptiits, By 

Abraham Booth. 12mo. 18. Dilly. 1778. 

This Writer contends not with Pzdobaptifts, but * with fuch as 
profefs themfelves Bapti‘ts, yet practife free communion.’ That is, 








who admit to the Lord's Supper, thofe who have only been baptized mi 
in infancy, and who, on Baptift principles, are unbaptized perfons. ap 
He endeavours to free himfelf, and others, from the charge of bi- pri 
i gotry and ancharitablenefs, for not confenting to the cuftom of fome fit 
z of his own denomination in this refpeét. ‘Thofe who read his book (w 
r | will find, that he is not unacquainted with his fubjeét, nor deftitute me 
« of argument to fupport his hypothefis. His controverfy is chiefly the 
+} if with perfons of his own perfuafion; but while he labours to defend ; ol 
e. the Baptifts from the charge of laying an unwarrantable ttrefs on the pre 
j baptifmal rite, he alfo pleads, that ‘ were an imputation of this kind me 
} as juft and pertinent, as it is groundlefs and ungenerous; did we bai 
really afcribe a regenerating efhcacy and faving effects to that facred fav 
appointment; we fhould hardly forbear concluding, that thefe com- Ch 
plaints and charges came with an ill grace from our brethren of the dele 
| eflablifoment, e{pecially from the clergy, who have folemnly declared far 
their aflent and confent to all that is contained in the book of Com- add 
. | mon Prayer.’ Some quotations, which this Author produces from J 
= the book of Common Prayer, on the fubjeét of baptifm, fully juftify his 
w his conclufion. Hr | ‘gan 
| NATURAL History, &. ot ‘app 
Art. 23. Illuftrations of Zoology, containing Fifty coloured deli 
a ’ Plates of new, curious, and non defcript Birds, with a few Qua- pol 
drupedes, Reptiles, and Infe&ts. ‘Together with a fhort Defcrip- mi 
tion of the fame. By Pexer Brown. 4to. 31. 38. in Boards, bi 
; White, 1770. well 
| Thefe prints are not all of equal merit, with refpect either to the fom 
| engraving or colouring; but fome of them are worthy to rank with Art 
. |] the productions of Albin and Edwards; and, on the whole, this & 
e | volume may be accepted as a proper fupplement to the works of P 
4a thofe eminent artiits: ict is, alfo, publifhed in the fame fize. The M 
Auzhor offers it to the impartial Public, in terms of the moft exe Sf 
treme modefty and fubmiffion; requefting their judgment on his 7 
performance, and their encouragement only in proportion to their T 
eftimate of his abilities: ‘humbly hoping, at the fame time, that prefe 
even his feeble efforts to pleafe the Public by his induftry, together ] Ar. 

with the novelty of the animals reprefented, will prove acceptable to 
his generous patrons.’ Ti 
In making his grateful acknowledgements for the afliftance afforded Wey 
him, in the execution of this work, he particularly mentions Mr. | Frou 
Pennant, Gideon Loten, Efq; governor of Ceylon, Dr. J. R. For- | tron; 
fter, Mr. Yeats of Margaret tireet, Marmaduke Tunftall, Eiq. and hou) 
Mr. Lee of Hammerfmith —The defcrip:ions are given in French | his 0 


and Englifh, in the manner of Edwards, &c. | 
Po.Lik | 
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PotiTIcalL 

Art. 24. Great Britain undeceived in the Condud of Government 
and the Views of America. Including, occafional Stri€tures on the 
prevailing Se@s, a curfory Hint for regulating the Police of Lon- 
don, and a Plan for the fpeedy Termination of the prefent unhappy 
Conteft. In an Epiftle to the Right Hon. Lord N * * * *, fug- 
efted by the late Propofal for Accommodation. 12zmo. 15. 6d. 
Cadell, &c. 1778. 

We here meet with many very fhrewd and fenfible remarks, inter- 
mingled with fome wild. and extravagant ideas. The Writer, 
apprehending that we have, hitherto, been much too lenient in Our 
proceedings with the rebels, contends for the moft determined per- 
filence and exertion, in the profecution of the American war, 
(which, indeed, feems, at prefent, to be the rezgnimg court fenti- 
ment) in order, at all hazards, and at whatever expence, to reduce 
the Colonilts to ‘ unconditional /ubmiffion.’ 

In order to obtain this victorious refult of what 4e ftyles * the 
prefent unhappy conteft,’ he ftates the principles, and points out the 
means, by which we are, in future, to conduct the war. Lay wafte, 
bern, and deftroy, through all the coafts of the thirteen ftates, is his 
favourite doctrine; but on New England, in particular, this good 
Chriftian foul would pour the utmoit feverity of vengeance; and 
dilenda eff Boftoxia! is repeatedly founded in the ears of the noble 
fatefman to whom this burning, finking, and deftroying propofal is 
addreffed, 

There is fomething of a /avage air in this Writer’s manner; and 
his principles of government feem to be fo deeply tinétured with the 
'gankeft fpirit of Toryifm, that we almoft fufpect him to be fome dif- 
appointed miflionary, who had once feafted his imagination with the 
delightful profpect of epi/copifing the Americans, and now {fees no 
pofibility of that bleffed meafure ever taking place, on any plan of 
accommodation. —His frequent * ftri€tares’ on the ‘ difentients,’ and 
his concern, repeatedly exprefled, for the interefts of the church, as 
well as of the ftate, (the church always dcfore the ftate) may feem, in 
fome degree, to corroborate our fufpicion, 

Art.25. City Petitions, Addreffes, and Remonftrances,  &c. 
&c, &c. Commencing in the Year 1769, and including the lait 
Petition for the Burial of the Earl of Chatham, in St. Paul’s.— 
With his Majeity’s Anfwers. Alfo Mr. Alderman Beckford’s 
Speech to the King, May 23, 1770, 12mo. 28, 6d. Steel. 
1778. 

There can be no doubt, that fome papers in this colleétion merit 
prefervation. 

Art. 26. Confiderations on the Mode and Terms of a Treaty of 

Peace with America. 8vo. 6d. Dilly. 1778. 

Taking it for granted, that America cannot be brought to treat in 

-MWLL CONFIDENCE with us, on terms of amity, &c. on any other 





found than that of her acknowledged independence, our Author 
| tongly recommends to us /uch acknowledgement; which, he thinks, 
hhould immediately take place, as the farther lofs of time would, in 
| his opinion, be the worit, the moft irretrievable misfortune that can 
| Ce 3 befal 
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befal us, in addition to the evils already produced by the Americag 
difpuce. ‘lo illuftrate and enforce this opinion, is the general defion 
of the pamphlet; which is written with good fenfe, and & confider. 
able exient of political knowledge. As toa few flins of grammar 
they are loft in the vaft importance of the fubjeét. { 
Art. 27. The Veft India Merchant. Being a Colle&ion of 
Papers, original'y publithed under that Signature ia the Londoa 

Evening oft... With Corrections and Notes. By the Author, 

8vo. 3°. Almon. 1778. 

Thefe papers were, for the moft part, originally publithed in the 
year 1766. They are written on the principles of appofition, and 
contain much good reafoning-—on thofe principlés,—mixed with 
declamation and invective: according to the cultom of modern poli- 
ticians. The main defign of the Author is to reprobate, in every 
view, the American war. , 

Art. 28. Anticipation: containing the Subftance of his M—y’s 
~ moft g-acious Speech to both Houfes of P—I—t, on the opening 
of the approaching Seffions; together with a full and authentic 

Account of the Debate which «wéil] take Place in the H—— of 

Cc s, on the Motion for the Addrefs and Amendment. With 

Notes. Svo. 18, Od. Becket. Publifbed, Nov. 23, 1778, 

A laugh at the oppofition orators, in the Lower Houle; their 
feveral and general modes of declamation againft minifterial mea- 
fures are Ait off, with a confiderable degree of humour. The gen- 
tlemen caricatured, by this political Hogarth, are, L--d G—by, Mr. 
D—v—d H—n—y, Mr. W—Ik-s, Governor J—hn—n, Mr. T, 
T—wnf—d, T—p—le L—tt—!, Mr. B—rke, Mr. D—nn—g, Mr, 
F—x, Col. B—rre, Gen, C—n—y, Mr. S—b—ge, and a few 
others. | 
- The gentlemen ia adminifiration, are drawn with more favourable 
femblances; for the Author has artfully contrived to throw all the 
weight of argument into ¢écir feale. ‘This mutt be underttood, how- 
ever, with a few exceptions; for our humorous fpeech aefguer has 
impartially cat a fprinkliog of ridicule over the orations of Mr, 
R—g—y, Mr. V—n—r, Mr, Peent—n, and Mr. So—l—c—t—r 
G—n—r—]. Lord North, in particular, makes a very good fpeech 
jn defence of the meafures of adminiftration, with refpeét to the 
American war. 

In his conclufion, the ingenious Author has the following piece 
of pleafantry: , 

‘ Immediately after the divifion, the H—e were much aftonifhed 
at Mr. C s [—rn—’s calling their attention to a moft libellous, 
nefarious, and enormous pamphlet, entitled Anticipation, calculated 
to mifreprefent the debates, and vilify the proceedings of Pats 
obferving, that the publication of honourable gentlemen’s fpeeches, 
before they could poffibly have been fpoken, was infinitely more dan- 
gerous to the conftitution, than mittaking them after they had been 
aftually delivered; as not only the Public were thereby much more 
likely to be deceived, but many country gentlemen were mot iHlegally 
hurried wp co town before the time, to the great annoyance of them- 
feives and catile. Betides, what ftruck at the very heart-itrings © 


debate, many good fpecches were marred thereby, and honourable 
— gentlemen 
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atlemen ftopt from repeating their own words, left they fhould 
1 suthenticate the faid publication.--For al! which reafons, he humoly 
moved, that the publifher of a pamphiet, entitied duticipation, be 
immediately taken into cuody, by a meflenger of this Lioufe, toge- 
ther with all papers in his fhops and warehoufes, in order that this 
Houfe may be enabjed to difcover the author or authors of this very 
black confpiracy. He moved, alfo, that the feveral ilacutes againit 
forgery’ coining, and uttering, knowing to be falle, fureltallers, and 
egrators, &c. &c. be forthwith all read. And further—But here the 
Jaughter becoming intenfe, the remnant of his oratory was cut fhort, 
by a molt clamorous repetition of adjourn, adjourn! So that it was 
impofible for the Editor to collect the refuit of this important 


potion.’ 





LA WwW. 
Art. 29. Every Man’s Pocket Companion ; or, Hints upon the Lat 
refpecting Landlord and Tenant, concerning ‘l‘enants at Will, the 





Nzture of the Tenure, the Incidents to it, the Power of determin- 
ing fuch Eitate, and the Difference between Landlord and Te- 
nant puiting an End to the fame. The Nature of Tenants from 
Year to Year. The Doétrine of Notice. The Confequence of not 
quitting purfuant to Notice. On Ejectments. The Power of the 
Courts of Law to ftay Proceedings upon Ejectments, &c. &c. By- 
a Gentleman of Lincoln’sInn. Svo. 15. Wilkie, &c. 1778. 
As every houfekeeper is concerned in the fubject of this pamphlet, 

the hints contained in it muft be of general ufe. It will be of ad- 
vantage to the houfeholder, leffor or leffee, &c. who is totally un- 
acquainted with the law relating to Landlords and tenants, if it 
be only as a dreGfory with regard to the points on which it may be 
| requifite to confult an attorney, or counfel. 

Novets and MEMOIRS 
Art. 30. The’ Example: Or the Hiftory of Lucy Cleveland. By 

a young Lady. 2 Vols. izmo. 655. fewed. Fielding and 

Walker. 1778. 

It is an unfortunate circumftance for the reputation of this novel, 
hat it fails in the circumftance on which alone the Author ventures 
toreft its merit, that of holding out a good example to the female 
ftx.—-The heroine of the tale, falling in love with a man whom fhe 
apprehends to be married, in a fit of fpleen and vexation gives her 
hand to another; and upon difcovering that the marriage of her for- 
mer lover was only pretended, indulges atender paffion for him, and 

polities her conduct with refpect to her hufband by faying, 

‘ He that is rebb’d, not wanting whats ftol’n, 

Ler him not know’t, and hes not robb’d at all.’ 
Inthis exemplary attachment fhe perfeveres, till a convenient fit of 
the gout releafes her from her incumbrance, and puts her in poffel- 
j fon of her Adonis. In the mean time, her female friend, liv: is 


— 


oo 





leparately from her hufband, entertains a pafiion for one lover a'ter 
another, and has the fatisfaction to be approved of by the far partern 
fexcellence, on this /audalle principle, that thoneh our concae, be 


4 Our Own power, Our inclinations are not.—How much 
der fair, who are fond of fentimental gallantry, mdebied 
C C 4 this 
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this good filter, for exhibiting before them fuch exampler of female 
merit ! 
Art. 31. Letters from Henrictta to Morvina: interfperfed with 

Anecdotes, hittorical and amuting, of the different Courts and 

Countries through which fhe pafled. Founded on Fa&s. 2 Vols. 

12mo. 6s. bound Bew. 1778. 

This novel difcovers fome marks of ability, and contains feve. 
yal entertaining anecdotes; but its narrative is too much broken 
and unconnetted, to be interefting; it dilcovers a great degree of 
partiality to the naticnal character and manners of the Fiench; and 
its language is fo inlaid with French words and phrafes, that it is im. 
poffible for a mere Englifhman to underftand it. B, 
Art. 32. Learning at a Lofs; or the Amours of Mr. Pedant and 

Mifs Hartley. 2 Vols. 1zmo. 5s, bound. Gardner, &c, 

An illiberal attack upon the learned; the Author of which feems 
to have miftaken vulgarity for eafe ;—fun for humour, and pertne/; 
for wit, Bis 
Art. 33. Memairs of a Clergyman; or the Charaéter and Ideas of 

the Rev. Mr. Clegg. A /entimental Hiltory, founded upon Faéts, 

3zmo. 358. bound. Bew. 1778. 

We have too often been deceived by title-pages, to be greatly fur- 
prized, that, after having laboured through the tedious leaves of 
this infipid volume, we found ourfelves incapabie of difcovering in it 
either ideas, charaGer, or fentiment. FE 

i] 


AGRICULTURE, &e. 
Art. 34. An Effay on Divided Commons : particularly thofe that 


are far from Lime. In Two Parts. Part I containing Eftimates 

of the Expences of culiivating Waftes, with Obfervations thereon. 

Part II. containing Obfervations and Remarks on Turf afhes and 

Quicklime ; they being the only Kinds of Manure procurable for 

improving Wales. By a Farmer. 8vo. 18, 6d. Robinfon. 

1778. 

Farmers fometimes write from their lodgings in London, where 
they cultivate no more ground than is contained in an old deal box, 
or in two or three garden pots, fufpended before their windows to 
the annoyance and danger of paffengers below. But this Writer 
appears to be engaged in a more extenfive plan of hufbandry in the 
county of Durham; and the hints he gives for the breaking up and 
cultivating wafle Jand on philofophical principles, appear to merit 
the attention of thofe who undertake allotments under new ine 


clofures. N. 


: PoETICAL 
Art. 35+ LEcclefiaftical Gallantry ; or, the My ftery Unravelled : a 

Tale. Dedicated to his Grace the Archbithop of Canterbury, 

without Permiflion. 4to. 2s. 6d. Bew. 1778. 

* The virulence and hatred with which the Reétor of St. Ann [Wef- 
minfter] hath perfecuted his Curate, having never been accounted 
for by any probable reafon,—the explanation given by this little 
piece, is very properly entitled the My/fery Unravelled :— Note, P's 
of the Tale. The 
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The explanation here given of the My/ery of this famous eccle- 
FE faftical difturbance, and riot, is two-fold—a quarto copper-plate 
' nt, and a ballad, In the firft we fee a reverend divine, buriing 
with sage from his concealment under a lady's toilet, and calling out 
to his happier Curate, whom, with envious eye", he beheld (if we 
believe she tale*) encircled in the arms of the goddefs each paid his 
devotions to, ; 
‘© Defcend, Defcend' the pulpit’s mine.” 
The gracelefs particulars of this heterodox adventure, are fufticiently 
detailed in the poem; in which the current of the fatire is chiefly 
turned on the lacklefs R—or. A branch of the ftream, however, 
directs its courfe toward Lambeth ; for the Ar —p, to whom the 
B, piece 18 farcattically dedicated, is unfortunately involved in this in- 
undation of poetical and fculptural vengeance. 

‘ Great events, fays the Author, often flow from little caufes ; 
but thefe caufes are objects of contemplation to philosophical, not cf- 
FE ten to ecclefiaftical minds. The Reformation is among the moft im- 
. portant events of Englifh hiftory; it changed the whole face of this 
country, and laid the foundation of its greatnefs, We are aftonifhed 
to trace this fruitful fource of our riches and glory—this obje& of 
our adoration, into the fimple defire of Henry the Eighth zo go to 

| bed to Anna Boleyne. 

‘ The ballad which I now Aumbly dedicate to your Grace, will 

have the fame effect in exhibiting a caufe, which in fpeculation may 

m be deemed inadequate to its effects. Weltminfter-Hall and Doétors’ 
Commons have, for many years, been the fcenes of bittereft con- 
tention between the Rector and Curate of St. Ann. The people, 
under the conduct of Reafon, ltave taken one part; and priefts, un- 
der the conduct of your Grace, have taken another. Rea/fon rewards 
her votary with felf-fatisfaétion ;—with the bleflings of the oppreffed, 
—and with extenfive fame;—but bids him be content on a fpare 
and temperate diet. Zou, my Lord, guided by a principle above 
Reafon, cover the fins and fhame of your brother with the fpangled 
infignia of preferment, and footh the torments of difappointed ma- 
lignity with the plenteous means of oly intemperance. Thofe who 
have viewed fuch effeéts with curiofity, may likewife be furprized in 
tracing them all to a woman.’ 

There is fpirit, and there is laughter in the da/lad; which, we fup- 
pofe, is raifed in price to the dignity of half a crown, in virtue of 
its curious copper-plate companion. 

Art. 36. Windfor; an Ode; facred to the Birth-day.of her 

N. Royal Highnefs Charlotte Augufta Matilda, Princefs Royal of 
England, Sept. 29, 1778. 4to. 18. Brentford pginted; and 
fold by Robinfon in London. 

Although the fubjeét of this poem may be of much importance to 
the Public, the ode irfelf, like other birth-day verfes, will, proba- 
bly, be of none: yet it may prove of confequence to the Writer, 
an the kind acceptance it may, haply, meet with, in that region 
where 




















$6 ——— Flattery never foothes in vain.” 
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* Which all good people will, no doubt, refolve into mere fidion, 
Art. 
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Art. 37. Mifcellaneous Poems ; coniifting of Elegies, Odes, Pag. 


torals; together with Calypfo, aMafque. S8vo. 3s. Newbery, : 
1778. 
Little genius and lefs judgment are to be found in thefe poems, f 
The firit is an elegy on the death of the Marquis of Taviltock, whom 
the Author, after indulging himfelf with defcribing a fine morning 
reprefents as going out to hunt, and fays, . 
6 





Death, dread hunter, through the foreft rang’d,? 
The other poems are of the fame ftamp. L ° 
Art. 38. The Favourite; a Character from the Life. Addreffed { 

to the Sovereign Minion of the Times, on the much lamented 144 

Death of the patriotic Earl of Chatham. 4to. 28. Bew, 

A furious invective againft Lord B—e,—the Scots, the K~, the | 
Miniltry, the Court-writers, and the Court meatures.—TIt is the per- ' 
formance of the fame angry Bard by whom the Public hath been 
favoured with Royal Perjeverance, Tyranny the worft Taxation, Cap- 





tain Parolles at Minden, &c. &c. 1 
Art. 39. The Difcovery; or, Strephon and Amelia; a Poem. Ad- / 
dreffed to the Youth of the prefent Age. 4to. 1s. Evans, 
1778. 


A juvenile performance, from which we may conclude that the 
jnexperienced Writer has miftaken a fondnefs for rhymes, and a fen- 
timental turn, for poetic genius. His purpofe, however, in this 
Jittle piece, is laudable,—+the prai/e of chafte and virtuous love. The 
moral tendency of his defiign may be allowed, in fome meafure, to 
atone for any failure in the execution. 
Art. 40. Peace, a Poem. By M—rP 

| Bew. 1778. 

Too filly for ferious animadverfion—too ridiculous for ridicule, | 

Art. 41. /Varley, a Satire. Addreffed to the Firf? Artift in 
Europe. PartlI. 4to. 1s. 6d. Brown. PF 

If this be not Aniley, there are two Anftey’s; and Paddy M‘Oath ‘ 
I 


~~ TS eer 


t. 4to. 1s. 6d, 





will {wear it. 

None of the many imitations, that we have feen, of the Bath 
Guide, come fo zear, though not quite #p to the jocund fpirit, and 
eafy ftrain of that celebrated piece of comic poetry. 

The object of our Author’s ridicule, is the Camp—the Company— 
and all the train of 

‘ Cooks, fatlers, bawds, Methodift preachers in fhoals, 

To take Chriitian care of their bodies and fouls,’ 
The § firft artifl in Europe,’ to whom this faiire is addreffed, 1s Sir 
Jofhua Reynolds. 

The fecon¥ part is faid, in the advertifement annexed, to be in 
the prefs. 

Art, 42. Vida's Game of Chefs, tranflated into Englifh. 410. 
2s. Kearfly. 1778. 

Vida, bithop of Alba, who flourifhed in the time of Leo the Tenth, 
ftood highly diftinguifhed among the revivers of learning. It 1s 
true, he borrowed much, and in the poem before us he has rendered 
himfelf obliged for many lines to Virgil: but then we have borrowed 
no lefs from him; for Pope’s Effay on Criticilm is little more than a 

I ‘tranflatioa 


fe ff FP wee cot ie et hUCU OU 


ae 





QO’ ~ ~/ 





' 
4 
: 
: 
: 
: 


40 








MonTHLy CATALOGUE, AUifellaneous. 395 


tranflation of his Art of Poetry. This claflical poem on ‘the game 

of cheis Is very & ell tranflaced, 

Art. 43- 4 Ode, addrefled to the Scotch ‘funto, and their Ame- 
rican Commiffioz, on the late quarrel between Commifiioner Ed x 
and Commiflioner 7 Aaffene, &c. sto. 18, Od, Bew. 1778, 
Opp osiTion feurrility. 

Art. 44. The Mufe’s Mirror. Being a Colle&tion of Poems 
by Gray, Chercnill, Colman, Wilkes, Lioyd, ‘Yhornton, Gar- 
rick, Aniley, Jerningham, Mafon, Shomberg, Goldimith, Kelly, 
Whitehead, Woty, Stockdale, Ogilvie, Sterne, Cunningham, 
Fox (Hon. Charles), Palmeriton (Lord), Sheridan, Berkley (Dean), 
Thompfon (Capt.) Whitehead, Jenyns, Cafwal, Carlifle (Lord), 
Mrs. Montague, Mrs. Lenvox, Mrs. Greville, Mrs. Carter, Mifs 
More, Mifs Aikin, &c. In Two Volumes. Small 8vo. 75. 
bound. Baldwin. 1778. 

A bouquet of flowers and weeds, promifCuoufly gathered from the 
lower and middle regions of Parnaffus. 

Art. 45. 4 Monody (after the Manner of Milton’s Lycipas) 
on the Death of Mr, Linley; who was drowned Aug. 5, 1778, ina 
Canal at Grimfthorpe, in Lincolnthire, the Seat of his Grace the 
Duke of Ancafter. ato. os. Wilkie. 

Some praife is due to this poetical tribute, juflly paid to the me- 
mory, and the merit, of a moit amiable and much lamented youth ; 
but the Author hath too much dijadvantage to encounter, by hav- 
ing his poem fet in the fame point of view with Milton’s excellent 
performance. 

Art. 46. Gray’s Inn Gardens, a vifionary Satire. By a Lady, 

4to. 15s. - Bew. 

The poor plagiary Mafe of this poem we can compare to nothing 
but a little ftarvl ng whore, buying a pennyworth of rouge at a 
colourfhop in a frolty morning. ‘The Laay, however, has the mo- 
defly to cal! herfelf ‘ the humbicit of the Sapphic train ;? and, from 
fome particular notice of the White Hart Tavern, it is more than 
probable that cne Lady may be cack or houfemaid there. 

MiscELLANEOUS, 

Art. 47. Mijceilanies in Profe and Verfe. By Thomes Chatter- 
ton, the iuppofed Author of the Poems publifhed under the 
Names of Rowley, Canning. 810. 35. Od. fewed, Fielding 
and Walker. 177% 

Thefe pieces having been molt, or, indeed, ail of them, publifhed 
inthe magazines, &c. do not neceilari]y come under our particular 
notice. They are prefaced by Mr. J B. we fuppofe Mr. Barrett of 
Briflol,—whbo very properly complains of the ill fate of their Author. 
Had the whole of his manufcrip:s been thought fpurtous by the in- 
genious perfon to whom he applied, yet the very fabrication of fuch 
things by a boy might have excited his curiolity and attention, and 
that attention might have faved co the Public what Mr. Warton 
Calls a prodigy of yenius. 

Or our parts, we reft in the fame opinion, that many of the 
Poems publifhed under the name of Rcw/ey, belong to Chatterton, 
and many to Aim/cif. 

a Art. 
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Art. 48. 4 View of Northumberland; with an Excurfion 
Abbey of Maiirofs in Scotland. By W. Hutchinfon, gto, 
Boards. Newcaitle printed. Sold by Johnfon in London, 
This work mutt be conlidered as, what it is called, merely a yie 

of the province it treats of. It is a compilation of memoirs and re. 

cords, re{pecting that county which has been the interefting feat of 
fo many border-wars, and of fomany Roman remains. We find here 
fome obfervations of Mr. Gale, the antiquary, and his COrrefpon- 
dents, that have not appeared before: but for the natural hittory 

fcite, commerce, and pecaliar interefls of Northumberland, we mut 
depend upon fome future hittorian. 

Art. 49. A Tour through the whole [land of Great Britain, divided 
into Circuits or journeys. Originally begun by the celebrated Da- 
niel De Foe; continued by the late Mr. Richardjim, Author of Cla- 
rifa, &c. and brought down to the prefeut Time by Gentlemen 
of Eminence in the Literary World. The E:cutu Epition, 
with great Additions and Improvements. t2mo. 4 Vols. 145, 
bound. Rivington, Lowndes, &c. 1778. 

This new edition of a well known and much efteemed compile: 
ment, is not over praifed ints titie-page ; which is rather a fingu- 
Jar circumiftance,—when bookfellers are concerned. ‘The additions 
and improvements are really numerous, and the particulars are cu- 
rious, ufeful and entertaining. Two maps, viz. of the two grand 
divifions of our ifland, are now added.—Ono the whole, we are fo 
well pleafed with this edition of a favourite book, that we fcruple not 
to pronounce the Your through Great Britain, in its improved ftaie, 
to be the moft complete and fatisfa¢iory work, of the kind, that 
hath yet appeared in Kurope. : 
Art. 50. Charaéters, by Lord Chefterfeld, contrafted with Cha- 

ratters of the fame great Perfonages, by other reipeCtable Writers, 

Alfo Letters to Alderman Faulkner, &c. Intended as an Appen- 

dix to his Lordhip’s Mifcellaneous Works. 4to. 48. fewed. 

Dilly. 1778. 

_ In the Review for April, 1777, we gave an account of the firft 
publication of thefe CharaGers, together with our opinion, with re- 

{pect to the probability of their being the genuine produétions of 

Lord Cheiterfield’s pen. In a fubfequent month we alfo gave fome 
extracts from a ‘** Review” of the fame Characters, by a namelefs 
writer ; who added a Sketch of the Character of Lord Chefterfield, to 
render the group of noble and eminent perfonages more full and 
com plete.— The Characters themfelves, as they are faid to have come 
from his Lordfhip’s pen, are here re-printed, in a larger fize, for 
the purpofe mentioned in the title-page; and as many of our hif- 
torical and political writers * have drawn the fame portraits, with 
confiderable difference in regard both to the colouring and the fea- 
tures, extracts from thofe wriers are here added, to each character, by 
way of contrait, and for the fake of comparifon.—The letters to Al- 
derman George Faulkner, &c. were publifhed in a feparate pamphlet, 
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fait year; and fome account of them was given in our Catalogue for 

vember 1777.6 , 

ee gi. Letters to Mrs. Kinderfley. By the Rev. H. Hodgfon, 
B.A. 8vo. 6d. Wilkie. 

The Author of thefe Letters expreffes much diffatisfaction with 
Mrs. Kinderfley, for having fpoken favourably of the influence of 
the Roman Catholic religion on the minds of the flaves in Brazil; 
and takes occafion from hence to exclaim with great vehemence, 
and with fome appearance of learning, againft the tenets and fpirit 
of Popery. The Letters were firft publiihed in the London Chroe E 
i icle. ° 

Art. 52. Mifcellanies in Profe and Ver[e, {cleéted from the Works 
of Marmoncel, and other celebrated Authors, 1zmo. 2 Vols, 
6s. bound. Laidler, &c. 1777. 

An incongruous and abfurd mixture of French ftories, with Eng- 
ih verfes; the former ill tranflated from the admirable Marmontel, 
—the latter purloined from Shenftone, and other late writers, of this 
country.—The whole has the fufpicious appearance of a wamping 
jobb, in the Cur/ian fyle. ahs 
Art. §3. Obfervations on the Militia Laws, fo far as they relate 

10 Relief; occalioned by a Jate Opinion upon that Subject. Ina 

Letier from one Country Juttice to another. 8vo. 6d. Exeter 

printed ; fold by Evans in London. 

The opision above referred to, is faid to have been lately given 
by acertain * giant of the law,’ who had been confulted upon the 
matter of parochial relief, provided by act of parliament, for the fa- 
milies of poor men ferving in the militia.—The interpretation of the 
meaning of the act appealed to, given in the opinion, had, it ap- 
pears, occaftoned great debates among the principal gentlemen of 
the coun‘y in which thefe Od/ervations originated. The great law- 
yer, it ieems, pronounced that ‘ the denomination of our poor, not 
their particular circumfiances, or neceflities, fhall determine the ma- 
giftrate in that act.” The Author of the pamphlet before us, attacks 
dl this decifion, with great fpirit and force of argument, in order to 
evince that the act gives no claim or title to relief, either in the cafe 
of fubititutes or ballotted men, but what originates from the circum- 
fances of the families, the compaffion of the parifh officers, and the 
difcretion Of the magiftrate. This opinion appears to be well- 
founded, and certainly is extremely well maintained, in this inge- 
nious little tra&t; which affords (what would not be expeéted from 
the fabje& *) matter even of extertainment,—from the Writer’s agree- 
able and {pirited vein of difputation. He confiders the giant’s opi- 
nion as conveying a grofs infult on the gentlemen in the commiffion 
ofthe peace ; and, accordingly, he vindicates the common caufe of 
himfelf and his brethren, in a matterly, and, we apprehend, decifive 
manner :—but what is of moft confequence to the Public, ts the ac- 
curate ftatement, here given, of the main queftion [in which both 
ich and poor are greatly interefted) and the light thrown upon the 
Saree A Pa I OH 

* The fubje& is, however, of fuch great and general importance, 

t, we imagine, this judicious difcuflion of it ought to be circu- 
lated through every part of the kingdom, 
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claufe in the act referred to, which feems to be rather obfcurely 

worded, | cy 

Art. §4. The Univerfal Reckoner; or, every Trader’s infallible | 
Guide. Containing new and complete Tables, mott carefully cag 
up, and exhibiting, at one View, the Value or Amount of ap 
Quantity of Goods, from One Farthing to Twenty Shillings. To 
which are added, a valuable Catalogue of Weights, Meatures, &e, 
and Tables for caiting up Waves, by the Day, Week, Month 
and Year. By John Bewefworth, Author of Grammar Epitomifed, 
us. Hogg. 1773. 
Tables of this kind, provided they are fo correct as to juftify the 

infallibility aiiamed by Mr. Bette(worth, in his title-page, are cer- 





tainly ufetul, even, (as he rightly obferves', to thofe who are ac. 

quainted with figures, as they may greatly contribute to that Saving 

of ime, which men of ufne/s always attend to: and to which men 
of plea/ure would likewile attend, if they knew how to turn their 
own favourite purfuits to the beit account. 

Art. §5. 4 Sentimental Diary, kept in an Excurfion to Little 
Hampton, near Arundel, and to Brighthelmftone, in Soaffex, 
wzmo. 28. Ryall, in Union-Street, Weitmintter. 

Relates, with pleafantry, the incidents which attended an excur- 
fion {apparently a real oue) to the places mentioned in the title; 
with oblervations, and moral refleftions, fomewhat in the manner 
of Sterne: but Sterne had the rare merit of originality. 

Art. 50. The School-Mifire/s for the Poors 12mo. 25, 64, 

Bell, 1778. 

This book is written with the humane and pious defign of enabling 
the children of the poor to read the feriptures with religious and 
moral improvement. The Teacher fuppofes her fcholars to have 
juit read a portion of the Old Teiiament, and recites to them the 
heads of what they have read; giving them at the fame time fuch 
practical initruGions as naturally arife from the leffon. The work 
difcovers much goodnefs of heart, and is very proper to be put into 
the hands of the poor. E. 
Art. 57. The Temple of Cythnos; or, the Oracles of Fortune and 

Wijdom, for the Four Seajons of Life. 'Tranflated trom the Greek. 

8vo, 35s. fewed. Conant. 1773. 

_ The beit way by which we can give our Readers any idea of this 

curious performance (which is faid to be tranflated, with {mall va- 

riations, from an ancient Greek fragment found in the ruins of 

Pompeii) will be, by laying before them a fpecimen of the oracles it 

contains: 

FIRST QUESTION. 
What is to be ber greate/? Accomplifoment ? 


The Oracles of FortruNneE andWispome 


ORACLE I. 
© Fortune. From her graceful mien, it is eafy to foretel that he 
will dance with a tafte to be admired by the beholders. 
‘ Wifdom. But that admiration will not lait, unlefs the purty | 
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ORACLE II. 

‘ Fort, She may equal her companions in feveral accomplifh- 
ments, but never will outfhine them in any. 

‘ Wif, She will be the better beloved by them, provided fhe re- 
fign to none the prize of goodnefs and benevolence. 
ORACLE Iil. 

‘ Fort. She fhall attain to fuch elegance of fpeech, that perfua- 
fion will feem to have eftablifhed its throne upon her lips. 

‘ Wif. Wf fhe exert that power for evil purpofes, it will be looked 
upon as an odious tyranny even by thofe who might yield to it. 

ORACLE IV. 

‘ Fort. The fweet melody of her voice announces that fhe will 
excel in mufic, and raife or quell, at pleafure, the paflions of her 
hearers. 

‘Wif. Let her guard her own heart againft the enchantment of 
an art no lefs dangerous than charming. 

ORACLE V. 

‘ Fort, The polifhing of Art is ici upon her; fhe will ever be as 
fhe came from the hands of Nature. 

‘Wif. She will not be a great lofer by this inaptitude, if the 
primitive fimplicity and rectitude of her heart are equally fafe from 
alteration. 

ORACLE VI. 

‘ Fort. Love’s tales, of which fhe is pafionately fond, will fit 
her to be either the heroine, or the author of one. 

‘Wif. She may yet avoid both thefe misfortunes, by ceafing to 
read thofe dangerous works which either corrupt the heart, or difor- 
der the mind. 

ORACLE VII, 

‘ Fort. She will excel in all the ingenious and ceconomical works 
fuitable to her fex, and ufeful in dameftic life, 

‘ Wijdom. \f fhe adds to this cheerfulnefs and good-natare, Wif- 
dom has nothing to teach or wifh for her.’ 

In this manner, Fertune and Wifdom reply to a great variety of 
queftions propofed to them by males and females at the different 
ages of life. ‘Thofe who are fond of trifling with gravity and fo- 
lemnity, may find amufement, and poilibly inftruction, in confulting 


this Oracle, E 
e 


S ER M ON 5S, 

l, The dying Believer’s Confidence and Foy in Cri/?,—Preached at the 
Weigh-Houfe, in Little Eaftcheap, London, April 12, 1778, on 
Occafion of the Death of the Rev. Samuel Wilton, D.D. who 
departed this Life April 3, in the 34th Year of his Age. By Sa- 
muel Palmer. ‘To which is added, an Oration at his Interment 
in Bunhill-fields, April 1c, by Samuel Morton Savage, D.D. 
Publithed at the Requelt of the Congregation. vo. 6d. Buckland. 

Il, Orphans and Fatherle/i,—Preached before the Lord-Mayor and 
Governors of the feveral Hofpitals, at Chrift-Church, Sept. 21, 
1778. By Paul Wright, D.D. F.S.A,; 64d, Payne, &c. 

COR- 
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CORRESPONDENCE, 

MIR ATOR informs us, that we appear to have given, ih our 

Review for lait Month, an account of a tract not yet publifhed, 
viz, ‘* A View of the Principles of Tritheifts, Arians, &c.” This 
our Correfpondent ftyles ‘ a Myflery ;’ and we are now to affure him, 
that his letter is equally myfterious to us. The Gentleman is, pro. 
bably, not to learn, that we are not remarkably fond of myfteries ; 
and, therefore, to get rid of this, in as few words as poffible, we 
will honeftly communicate to him all that we know of thé matter: 
that the pamphlet in queftion came to our hands in cOmmon with 
' other new publications, through Mr. Becket’s conveyance, fo long 
ago as the beginning of Fuly laft; and that we have, fice, had fut- 
ficient reafon to conclude that it was at that time publithed, as we 
faw accounts of it in other monthly publications, five months ago.— 
Mirator’s letter muft, therefore, furely, have been written under fome 
mifapprebenfion, Or mifinformation,—But, probably, the publither of 
the View, &c. can alone explain the my/fery, to the fatisfaAion of 
this Correfpondent. 





*,* A letter has been addreffed to us, by E. A. author of a poem, 
entitled, Te Seducers ; in which the writer feems to lament that he 
did not turn feducer himfelf, and apply to what he calls our vena- 
lity, in the pecuniary way. Infults of this nature, from difap- 
pointed and indignant Dutwness, are to be expected; but intelli. 
gence of the real character of fuch productions of the prefs as fall 


under our notice, is one of the firft duties we owe to the Aare ae D 
¢ 


and if a book be trath, traf be it called. 

c> E.A_ refers to a former private letter; but the Writer of the 
fhort Article relative to his poem, in our laft Month’s Catalogue, 
declares that he never received it.—Har/b as the Author of Tbe Se- 
ducers may fuppofe his Reviewer to be, that Reviewer would not with 
to be thought capable of making a rude return to the polite addrefs 


of a ftranger. 








+i+ The Reviewers are not anfwerable for the language of any 
Advertifements inferted on the Covers of their publication, or other- 
wife circulated with their Monthly Numbers. They never faw Mr. 

ertrand’s Advertifement (vid. laft Month’s Review) till they read 
it on the laft page of their blue paper. The two laft lines ought not 
to have been inferted, without permiffion. 





4*} Eboracenfis may be affured that the work, entitled, The Light 
of Nature further purfued, by Ev. Searcu, E/g; (publithed in May 
lait) has not been overlooked ; and that this Article will ‘be duly 
difcharged, among the reft of our arrears. 
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ERRATUM in our laft, viz. 
P. 320, par. 3, J. 6, for tide of flavery, Fe. x. fide of, Se 
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